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ADVERTISEMENT. 



A. CONSIDERABLE part of the following pages 
is prefixed to a work lately published, under 
the title of The French Preacher; it has 
been thought desirable to enlarge it in the 
present form, for the accommodation of the 
Public, who may not chuse to purchase that 
work. The Author has condensed all the evi- 
dence that has been published respecting the 
late persecution in the South of France; and has 
added some Remarks on the Speech of 
Lord Castlereagh in the House of Coni- 
mons, on the 23d of May, occasioned by the 
Moticm of Sir Samuel Romilly for papers rela- 
tive to the interference of the British Govern- 
ment in that business, in which are included 
some of the most weighty facts that have lately 
transpired on the subject. 
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Be iias never for one moment r^etted hay- 
mg called the attention of the Public to that 
persecution; and he is persuaded that the more 
the evidence is examined, the more he will be 
justified for the part he has acted. The recent 
transactionft in the South of France correspond 
so exactly with the leading features of those 
under Louis XIV. and XV. ; and the attempts 
to conceal them are so similar, that whoever is 
conversant with the former must give credit to 
the lattdr. 

As some of the former sheets of this volume 
•were thrown off, to be prefixed to the Fraich 
Preacher, which is a translatioHy this will ac- 
count for the word translator occurring in 
one or two places, which does not properly ap- 
ply to this volume. 

It is hoped that the important documents in 
the Appendix will materially add to the inte- 
Test of the work. 

June h 1816. 
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HISTORICAL VIEW 



OF THB 



REFORMED CHURCH OF FRANCE. 



The history of the Reformed Church of France 
is a history of persecution. The bush has 
always been burning with fire, but yet it is not 
consumed. Sacred be the memory of that 
church! for there, when the rest of Europe ex- 
hibited the appearance of a wilderness, a por- 
tion of that precious seed was deposited^ which 
has happily germinated in England in such per- 
fection, and promises to fructify the whole earth. 
The period of the Reformation produced the 
general revival of pure and undefiled religion ; 
but it existed in the immediate vicinity of 
France many centuries before, where its origin 
is lost in the records of time. The Vaudois, ^ccoontof 
inhabitants of the vallies formed by the Alps^^*,^*^ 
between Piedmont and Dauphin^, had long 
been devoted Christians, when the light of the 
Reformation first dawned upon Europe. In 
those remote countries they quietly professed 
the faith and worship of the gospel in their 
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primitive purity, unknown by the world, and un« 
noticed by the great; when the courageous pro* 
testations of Claude, Archbishop of Turin, against 
the errors and abuses which Rome was intro- 
ducing into the church, directed the attention 
of that court to the diocese of that virtuous pre- 
late, and drew upon this peaceable community a 
scries of persecutions which have continued 
down to the present age. Claude lived in the 
eighth century; the Vaudois were, therefore, 
more or less exposed to persecution during a 
thousand years. 

But in spite of the power of their persecutors, 
they endured their sufferings with unwearied 
constancy, nor would they ever submit to any 
other rale of faith than the gospel. This pro-* 
cured for them the appellation of the Evan* 
gelical Epitomes of their doctrines are extant 
in various manuscripts in the Vaudois dialect; 
and among others, in a small work of the year 
1100, entitled. La Nobla LeUon^ which many 
historians have transcribed, and of which a copy 
has been deposited at the University of Cam- 
bridge ; and it is supposed that there is another 
also in the library of Geneva. With manners 
simple as those of the primitive Christians, like 
them the Vaudois obtained numerous followers^ 
and even colonized various countries with de- 
voted characters, to whom their ministers 
preached the gospel of Christ. Calabria, 
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Bohemia, and Hungary, derived advantages from 
these labours of love. Zuinglius, CEcolampadius, 
Calvin, and other distinguished reformers, held 
various conferences with these people in the 
sixteenth century, by writing, by deputies, and 
mva voce; and it is a remarkable fact, that they 
perfectly agreed on all the principal points of 
doctrine, and differed only on subjects of minor 
importance. • 

How far the influence of the Vaudois extended 
on the side of France, cannot now be determined; 
but it is certain that they had some connection 
with that country at an early period, and the 
valley of Pragela, peopled by this community, had 
long formed a part of France at the time of the 
revocation of the edict of Nantz, and suffered 
bitterly in that barbarous persecution. 

In the twelfth century Peter Waldo arose, Th« Wai- 
and was the founder of the Waldenses, a, name ****** 
which deserves to be immortalized in the history 
of the church. Some writers, indeed, consider 
the Waldenses and Vaudois but as one, and 
suppose that Waldo even derived his name from 
his connection with them, instead of their 
being called after him, as their distinguished 
leader. This zealous man was a merchant 
and citizen of Lyons, and was much esteemed 
for his learning, piety, and benevolence. To 
him Europe was first indebted for the appearance 
of the scriptures in a modem language, and 
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through his benevolent exertions the four g»s- 
pels were translated from the Latin into French; 
the first fruits of those labours which have 
since extended to every quarter of the globe, 
and distributed the bread of life to nearly all kin- 
dreds, tongues, and people. He collected a num- 
ber of followers in Dauphin^, Picardy, and other 
provinces of France, to whom he preached, with 
» associates whom he engaged in his work; but 
though their lives were inoffensive, as they were 
opposed in sentiment to the church of Rome, they 
were cruelly persecuted and scattered over almost 
every part of the continent of Europe. The cir- 
cumstance of their dispersion, however, served to 
augment their numbers; and in the year 1315, 
round about Bohemia only, there were no less 
than eight thousand persons who made profes- 
sion of their faith. Waldo died in Bohemia in 
1 179, ^fter a laborious ministry of 20 years. 

LouiBxii. From 1498 lo 1514 the French nation were 

blessed with a king deservedly styled tht 

father of his people. Whatever real religion 

existed in France probably remained unmolested; 

S?iKmi?' Louis XII. always respected the rights of con- 
science, and never listened to the exclusive claims 
of bigotry and priestcraft. When he was impor- 
tuned by many ecclesiastics to put to death 
some of the Albigenses under his authority, who 
had at various periods been condemned as here- 
tics, — at the Council of Lateran in 1179, under 
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Pope Alexander III. in the tirae of Philip 
Augustus; by the Emperor Frederic 11. ; by the 
Pope Honorius III. in .12 17 ; and by Gregory IX. 
who was elected Pope in the year 1 227, — this 
good king made that generous and royal answer : 
"I am king over my people to do them justice, 
which I cannot do without hearing those who 
accuse them of being sorcerers and incestuous; 
for the same, reason I wish to hear them. before 
I condemn them, though they should be Turks 
or devils." And notwithstanding all the remon- 
strances which were made to him, that they 
had been several times condemned, he perse- 
vered ; saying, that he would not so strain his 
conscience as to allow it to be prejudiced by any 
former condemnations, and that he would hear 
the accused before, he condemned them ; and 
after having heard them, he chose M. Fum^e^ 
master of requests, and M. Parvi, his confessor, 
to inquire for him about their life and doctrine ; 
who having faithfully reported what they bad 
observed, the king, far from condemning them 
as heretics, solemnly declared, that he believed 
these poor accused were better men and better 
Christians than himself, or all his other subjects 
put together. In several cases of appeal from 
the oppressions of the clergy, Louis instituted 
immediate inquiry, acted with promptitude and 
spirit, would admit of no justification of ghostly 
violence, nor evasion on the part of the offenders, 
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and ordered immediate restitution of all sei- 
zures, or in default of his mandate, that the 
offenders should answer for their conduct in his 
royal presence. 
FRAvcn I. At length the bright star of the Reformation 

Rise of o o 

Lntherand blcsscd the world, and about the year 1520, the 
doctrine of Luther began to spread in France. 
A few years after, Calvin made his appearance, 
who was a native of Noyon in Picardy, and a 
student at the Sorbonne in Paris. Now per- 
secution reared its demon head, and the Re- 
formed Church of France had the honour of 
wearing the crown of martyrdom. Leclerc, the 
1st French first leader of the church of Meaux, was the first 
""^*^'- martyr; lie was a carder, and had not enjoyed 
any peculiar advantages of education, but he 
became well-instructed, and was afterwards an 
excellent preacher. He was arrested at Meaux 
in 1523, whipped in a most cruel manner for 
several days, branded on the forehead with a, 
red-hot iron, and banished from that town. He 
then went to reside at Rozai, and finally re- 
moved to Metz in Lorraine, where he followed 
his business, and was executed in 1524. 
U25. Two other ministers were burnt alive at Paris 
formed mi- the following year, and the great bell of the 
blirnt at church of Notre Dame was rung on the occa- 
sion; a Lutheran preacher at Metz also perished 
in the flames, 
iw. The Reformation continued to advance 
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notMHthstanding, and many Monks now began iMt. 
to preach the doctrine of Luther at Besani^on, 
but they were imprisoned by order of the 
Archbishop Antoine de Verg6 ; they were after- 
wards tried, and all those who were convicted 
of having preached the new doctrine were 
punished with death. Although this city did 
not then belong to France, yet as it has long 
been incorporated with that kingdom, and has 
continued to remain as a part of its dominions, 
the transactions of the Reformation there are too 
intimately connected with this historical sketch 
to be passed over without notice. The Calvinists 
and Lutherans still used great exertions to spread 
the doctrines of the Reformation in Besan^on, and Progr^ 
it appears that some years afterwards they assem- ronnatfon 
bled together a nutnber of ministers in that city, ^on. 
among whom were Theodore Beza, and Farel, a 
Parisian, who acquired so much influence, that 
the archbishop did not think himself capable of 
resisting their authority without superior aid; 
particularly as liberty of conscience had been 
introduced into the empire by the diet of Augs- 
burgh : he therefore applied to Maximih'an IL 
who sent some commissioners to see whether 
the statements of the archbishop were founded 
on truth ; and these commissaries published an 
edict against the heretics^ dated June 9, 1573. 
The emperor also in the preceding year sent the 
Count de Montfort-Rotenfeld and the Baron de 



Digitized b^OOgle 



8 • JII8TORICAL VIIW OP THE 

15ft. Pollcvillcrs with an order to the governors to assist 
them in discovering those persons suspected of 
heresy who were at Besani^on, and to punish or 
drive them from the city. After the publication 
of the edict of 1573, many families retired to 
Neufchatel, to Montbelliard, to Geneva, and 
other places of the neighbouring provincesw 
These exiles attempted a coup de main to re-enter 
their country, but they failed in their enterprize, 
and many were taken and cruelly punished. A 
ffete and solemn procession was established in 
commemoration of the deliverance of the town, 
threatened to be invaded by heretics, to reduce 
it to embrace the wretched^ damnable^ and repro- 
bate new heresy^ or Hugonot opinion. This fi^te 
and procession were only a few y^rs since still 
celebrated. 

The reformed religion obtained numerous 
converts In various parts of France, and the 
punishments inflicted upon the heretics only 
excited an increased desire to hear the new 
doctrine. Many persons were put to death, but 
the progress of truth still continued. Calvin 
153«. ^^^ ^^^^ diligently labouring, and preach^ at 
Bourges and at Lignferes, in villages and castles, 
with much success. Tlie Reformation made^ 
rapid progress in those countries, and many stu- 
dents proceeding 0*om the University of Bourges, 
spread themselves in all its environs, and 
preached the g'ospel. 
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Francis I. who was the declared protector of 1135. 
the sciences, and of those who cultivated tbem^ flrai°f«! ** 
appeared for a short time to relish the doctrines TiTtktf^R^e- 
of the Reformation, of which tlie Queen of '^'~**^"' 
Navarre, his sister, and the Duchess D'£tampes, 
his mistress, had given him some information; he 
even wrote to M elancthon to invite him to Paris. 
In the instructions which he gave to Cardinal 
Dubelloi when he sent him to Rome, be proposed 
an expedient to the Pope, by which, in procuring 
from the Protestants the acknowledgment of his 
Holiness as head of the universal church, they 
should take away from them as much as could be 
desiredj 2ind as speedily as possible: but this 
attempt to conciliate was soon destroyed by tlie 
Cardinal de Toumon, who had more ascendancy 
over his mind than his sister or his mistress; and 
a very few months after, this king, with his 
children and all his court, was seen in a solemn „_, . 

' Bumf ng of 

procession, which ended in the burning of' some '"•'••^ct. 
heretics. 

The spirit of pi "secution kept pace with the i*36. 
progress of the Reformation; and this year we 
find the inquisitors\ •! pursuit of Philibert Sarra- 
sin, tutor to the faliily of the famous Julius 
Scaliger, who was obliged to save his life by 
flight. Scaliger himself was . in great danger, jutiossca- 
because he had asserted, " that Lent was not da^J" of 
establbhed by Jesus Christ; that transubstan-HoT*^"' 
Illation was not an article of faith before the 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 HISTORICAL VIEW OP THE 

1598. council of Lateran ; and that he had eaten meat 
in Lent." He only escaped death through the 
protection of some powerful friends in the par- 
liament of Bourdeaux : his protection was also 
important to the king's treasurer, Godailh, 
whose children were fugitives with Sarrasin*^ 
Many other citizens were not so fortunate, 
having been condemned to make the amende 
honorable^ la torche au poingj and to sign their 
abjuration. 
1641. Persecution still increasing, and various per- 
sons having sufiered death for their adherence to 
the reformed religion, many Frenchmen quitted 
The re- their couutry and fled to Geneva, to which place 
cape to they were attracted by its being the asylum of 
their distinguished countryman, Calvin. 
1M4. The reformed in Provence suftered greatly 
from the oppressions of Jean Meineer, le Sicur 
Oppres. D'Opp^dc, who was president of the parliament 
sieur** ^ ^ of that province. They applied to the King of 
^^******** France to inform him of the burdens under 
which they groaned, and the dangers to which 
they were exposed. The king at first heard 
them kindly, and abrogated all the proceedings 
of the parliament. The two villages of Cabriferes 
and Mirandol suffered more than other places, 
and the inhabitants of the latter were repre- 
sented to the king as rebellious subjects ; while ^ 
it was falsely stated by their enemies^ that they 
and their neighbours, to the number of more 
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than fifteen thousand, had armed themselves, and ihi. 
revolted against the royal authority, with the 
design of seizing upon the town of Marseilles. 
Troopa were in consequence armed against the 
reformed, many towns were burnt in their route, 
and Lourmarin and Villaure were entirely de- i54S, 
voted to pillage and destruction. Merindol and 
Cabri^res were besieged ; all who were captured 
were put to death. The barbarous president 
inclosed a large number of them in a bam, and 
to complete their sufierings, set fire to it, while 
many pregnant women perished in the flames. 
However, the court seemed to relent at these 
barbarities; they sent commissaries to settle the 
business, and it was said that Francis I. when 
he was dying, recommended to his son to repair 
the injustice committed against the unhappy 
people of Provence, who had been sacrificed to 
the avarice, hatred, and cruelty of the Sieur 
D'OppMe. 

About this time a violent persecution also ims. 
broke out at Meaux, afterwards famous as the tiooTt"" 
bishopric of Bossuet, and it extended so far that ***"'• 
fourteen persons were burnt alive in the great 
market-place of that town; many were hung, 
others were whipped, and the rest imprisoned. 

Henry H. this year, agreeably to the example 1549. 
of his father Francis, was seen in a ghostly pro-^'"*^"' 
cession at the burning of some of his innocent Borniocof 
subjects under the name of heretics. ^'^ '*^ 
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1161. Bas-IiOnguedoc was one of those countries 
where the Reformation made the greatest pro- 
gress, and several courageous men were now 
honoured with the crown of martyrdom in that 
Two re- coutttry ; especially Maurice Secenat, of Cevennes, 
Srterep"at' ^^o was bumt alivc at Nimes, and who^e coo- 
to death. s|;ancy and courage gave dignity to his cause; 
and Elias Dubosquet, minister of the church of 
Aiguemortes, who was hung there in presence of 
his wife and children, at the age of sixty years, 
by order of the Count de Villars, who seized 
that town by surprize. The reformed were in 
consequence scattered, and fle4 into various 
parts; but in spite of persecutions, punishments, 
banishments, emigrations, and forced conver- 
sions^ the numbers still increased, and many 
courageous and faithful ministers dared to visit 
the churches at the hazard of their lives, and to 
confirm them in their most holy fkith. 
1551-8. The more these people were persecuted, like 
the Israelites in Egypt, the more they increased, 
and a great number of churches were now 
formed in various parts of France ; while those 
that had assembled in secret, or during the 
night, ventured to worship publicly at noon- 
chitrcb day. Among the new churches was that 
Rocbeiie? of Rocliellc, which was founded by Charles de 
Clermont, who preached there. This church 
afterwards became very numerous and important, 
and was for a long time considered as one of 
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the principal reformed churches of the kingdom, isw-n. 
The archives and depots of all the privileges an^ 
important documents of the reformed were 
established at Rochelle; and when Henry IV. 
granted the famous edict of Nantes, it was sent 
to be carefully preserved in the archives of 
that church. Here Antoine de Bourbon, father of 
that excellent king, the pattern of good princes, 
halted on his journey through the town with his 
wife Jeanne D'Albret, to deliver himself up at 
Paris; and a minister, for the first time, preached 
publicly in his presence. 

Notwithstanding the sanguinary edicts which 1559. 
menaced them, the CalvJhists did not cease to lift Jf^elS. 
up their heads with renewed courage ; and men pI^I^ *' 
of rank and power were now numbered amongst 
their warmest adherents. They used all their 
influence to obtain the marriage of the Dauphin, 
which drew to court the King and Queen of 
Navarre, the Prince and the Princess of Cond^, 
with many other persons of dignity, who did 
not usually appear there, and who were all imbued 
with the principles of the reformed religion, 
which had reached their hearts in the retirement 
of their chateaux. After the marriage ceremo- 
nies were finished, the princes, princesses, and 
nobles of their opinion, remained at Paris, fre- 
quented the secret assemblies of the reformed 
church which were held there, paid extraordi- 
nary attention to the ministers, and exhorted 
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1569. them to redouble their zeal and activity for the 
propagation of their religion. Protected by so 
powerful a shield, the reformed even convoked 
two or three consecutive meetings at the Pr6 
atuc CkrcSf a promenade frequented by the 
Parisians. There they sung aloud the Psalms 
of Marot,* set to music. When they re-entered 
the city, they traversed the streets, singing the 
airs tenderly, preceded and followed by armed 
gentlemen, whose fierce countenances, their 
enemies say, seemed to defy both the Catholics 
dnd the police. No doubt they looked more 
frightful in the eyes of the domineering eccle- 
siastics than a regiment of devils just emerged 
from the bottomless pit. 
Inquiries The king ordered inquiries to be made about 
^o\he these meetings by the commissioners of parlia- 
]^tiBgi» ment. They could find no fault in them* 
Every enquiry tended more to justify than to 
criminate the accused. The President Seguier, 
in his report, attributed the increase of the 
reformed to the comparison which the people 
made between the regularity of their manners 

* Clement Marot was the valet de chmmbre of Francis I. and 
at the reqaest of hit majesty Tersified some of Dayid's Psalms. 
These the monarch took great delight in singing. *' Marot,'^ saya 
Robinson^ '< translated fi%, Bcza the other hundred ; Calvin got 
them set to music by the best musicians, and every body sang 
them as ballads. When the reformed churches made them a 
part of their worship^ the Papists were forbidden to sing them 
any more; and to sing a Psakn w«s a sign of a Lutheran.'^ 
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and the disorders of the clergy, and loudly 15M. 
declaimed against, the non*residence of the 
bishops, forty of whom were at Paris. These 
remonstrances did not please the king: he 
knew that there was not an uniformity of con- 
duct in the parliament on the execution of the 
laws against heretics ; that one chamber softened 
down what the other rigorously decreed ; and 
that among the counsellors and presidents there 
were even some, who, not content with adhering 
secretly to the reformed religion, did not hesi- 
tate to make an open profession of it. 
The mercuriales were then assembled, which Affcm- 

blioffofthc 

was a sort of domestic tribunal, composed of the merca- 
presidents of the chambers, and the most 
esteemed members, authorized by the choice of 
their fellow-members to exercise a kind of cen- 
|5ure over them. Charles VIII.^ had established 
their meetings every Wednesday; Louis XIL 
fixed them for once a fortnight; and under 
Francis I. and after him, they were held every 
three months. The monarch gave notice that 
he would hold one of these meetings, and 
appeared there at the time of assembling, accom- 
panied by the cardinals, the princes of the 
blood, the constable, the Duke of Guise, many 
other dignified persons, and a strong escort. He 
took his place with a tranquil air, without 
appearing to have any sinister intention. He 
said, that he understood there were in the par- 
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1559. liamcnt various opinions on the subject of reli- 
gion; that he was come himself that he might 
investigate the matter; and that every one 
might state his opinion with the most perfect 
freedom. 
opiDions Some thought it advisable to allow six months 
members, to the offenders, that they might receive instruc- 
tion, and return from their errors. Others said 
they were improperly called heretics, since they 
had neither been judged nor condemned ; and 
that it would have been proper to have con* 
voked a general council on the subject. Du 
Faur and Du Bourg maintained this opinion 
very warmly, and inveighed against the Catholic 
church, its rites, and its ministers. The presi- 
dents Seguier and De Harlai endeavoured to 
prove that the decrees of the court, which 
sometimes saved the accused, were not contrary 
to its edicts, of which they were the interpre- 
ters. The president De Thou asserted, that 
those who censured the decrees of the court 
ought to be punished, because nothing there 
was to be examined : the president Baillet, on 
the contrary, argued that it was very proper to 
revise and refonri controversial decrees, where 
they admitted of a reason for so doing: one 
Minart was for executing the laws against here- 
tics with the utmost rigour; and in support of 
this opinion he cited Philip as an example 
worthy of imitation, who in one single day had 
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six hundred h^ettca burnt in his presence^ and iftM. 
he greatly extolled the barbarous executions 
which had been renewed against them at dif- 
ferent times. 

The king heard all these speeches with per* 
feet composure. He afterwards retired with 
his principal counsellors into an adjoining 
chamber, and left the rest to continue their 
sitting; he then ordered the keeper of the 
register to bring him the list of the members, 
examined the opinions which they had already 
written, re-entered tlie hall, iand said, that it 
was indeed too true, and what he had not ven- 
tured till then to believe, that there were in 
.the parliament a great number of heretics ; that 
he should be justified in punishing the whole 
body for having cherished them in. its bosom, 
but that he would not confound the innocent with 
the guilty. The constable then ascended the 
throne to receive the king's orders, descended, 
and seized Du Faur and Du Bour^ while they 
were sitting, and committed them to the cus- 
tody of Montgommeri, the captain of the guards. 
Chavigni, another captain, received orddrs to go 
and arrest six counsellors in their houses : four 
were taken, and the other two escaped. The next 
<lay the parliament prosecuted Jacques Spifame, 
Bishop of Nevers, who had married and retired 
to Geneva. He was degraded, and the trial oi^ 
the prisoners commenced. 

c 
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liM. IVfatle these proceedings were transacting, ibc 
ui!^i^*' ministers and deputies of the churches of the 
tjrniNi. jg|^ ^f France, of Normandy, of Orleahs, of 
I'Aunis, and of Poitou, held their first national 
synod in the fauxbourg St. Germain ; and though 
It lasted four days, the secret was kept inviolate* 
Having reduced the constitutions for maintaining 
union and discipline in their dispersed societies 
to forty articles, they occupied themselves with 
the fate of the prisoners, and had recourse to 
the intercession of the Elector Palatine and the 
Duke of Wirtemberg, who had interested them.- 
selves two years before, in behalf of some of their 
number, who had been arrested in consequence 
of a scuffle with some Catholics in the Rue St 
Jacques : but the king having now^ no interest 
to serve, firmly resisted their mtercessions. He 
The kings was cvcu greatly incensed at his subgccts daring 
"*«*• to hold settled assemblies in his capital with- 
out his orders, and especially at their having 
recourse to t^e protection of foreign princes, to 
force him, if possible, to pardon his refractory 
subjects. He ordered that the prosecutk>n 
should be rigorously followed up; and swore ilk 
his rage, tharhe himself would see them expire 
in the flames. But it pleased God to frustrate 
his malignant expeetattons by an extr^ordinaiy 
occurrence which took place at this critical mo- 
ment Madame Claude, the king s sister, had 
just married the Duke of Savoy, and there .were 
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great rc^cings for the unioiL Henry ww very iiw. 
adroit^ and one of the finest men in the king^ Sn''"**'" 
dom under arms, in consequence of which his ^j^^J^^. 
fiivourite amusement was tilting. For two"*"*"** 
dajs he had entered the lists, and proved victo^ 
rious against all his opponents ; but on the third 
and last day, full of confidence and flushed with 
success, he rushed hastily upon Montgommeri» 
the captain of his guard, who was waiting his 
attack, and only gave himself time to let dowQ 
his visor^ without properly fastening it. Mpnt- 
gommeri broke his lance against a part of the 
king's armour. The shock raised the visor, and 
the captain, unable to arvest the progress of hi$ 
arm, struck the king so violently in the right 
eye^ that at one thrust the lance penetrated to 
the back of his head. The monarch sts^geied Hit dcatiu 
and fell ; the wound was mortal. He lived only 
fifteen days afterwards, and continued in a per- 
petual lethargy. 

As for the oppressed reformed, they were i^iicitii. 
still exposed to great danger. France wasUj^**!i"^ 
just at the beginning of those civil wars which "*"*• 
continued for forty years, and which were nearly 
connected with the cause of religion; not that 
religion had any immediate concern in them, but 
the conflicting parties found it political to 
enlist it in their service. Three families strpg-^ 
gkd for the right of succesaioa to the crown. 
The family of the Capets were divided into two 
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15W. branches ; that of Valois, then in possession of 
the throne, and that of Bourbon, to whom be- 
longed the reversion of it. The family of the 
Guises, Dukes of Lorraine, also laid a claim 
by right of marriage. As the reformed had 
•^ now obtained many friends among persons of 
influence, their weight thrown into the scale 
was deemed of great importance, and each party 
The re- aimed to procure it; but the Bourbons prevailed, 
join the as they had long proved that they were deci- 
dedly attached to the persecuted cause. 
Execution The trials of the accused counsellors were 
|k»?rg. continued after the decease of the king, but 
Du Bourg only suffered death ; he was ccm- 
demned to be hung and burnt, and met his 
punishment with the greatest fortitude. The 
others were subjected to some trifling penalties, 
and then set at liberty. 
Mutual re- Religion was now mixed with all public 

crimina- *^ '- 

tioniof the affairs. The Calvinists complained loudly of the 

Guiles and . , /»i^. if^. 

thecal- mtolerance of the Guises, and the Guises com- 
plained of the innovations of the Calvinists. 
The politicians who espoused the cause of the 
Bourbon party, never failed to dwell upon the 
oppressions of the reformed, to draw forth their 
energies; and the friends of the Guises added to 
their apologies many eulogiums upon their zeal, 
to. inflame the Catholics in their favour. Thus 
the cause was confounded with the persons. 
When the Catholics saw the Guises attacked. 
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they thought that it originated only in a hatred ism. 
to their religion ; and for the same reasmi the 
Calvinists saw in the opponents of the Bourbcms^ 
men who would risk ail to maintain persecutTon. 

Every thing tended to exasperate the parties * 
against each other. The Catholics circulated 
«ome of the most atrocious calumnies against the 
Calvinists: they accused them of designing to 
set fire to Paris, to force the prisons, and to 
excite a revolt, with the aid of the criminals who 
were confined there. The Calvinists bitterly com- , 
plained of these reports, as their sole object was to 
render them odious in the eyes of the nation, and 
started with horror from such gross charges. 
Guise pursued his point, and used every means in 
his power to encourage the people to fanaticism : 
he permitted the Catholics to assemble in the 
streets, and to sing anthems before little images 
of the Virgin. The passengers were invited to 
join in these devotions, and if they refused, they 
were maltreated, and could obtain no redress. 

Francis II. the young king, was in his mino- i5ao. 
rity, and had wholly submitted his judgment to 
his uncles, the Guises; the Cardinal Lorraine ^as 
minister of the finances, and the Duke of Guise 
assumed the command of the troops. Admiral ^"s?"*' 

■ conspiracy 

Coligni, who had fallen out with the Guises, g^j|^* •**« 
resolved to exert his influence to destroy their 
authority, and with his two brothers, the one 
a colonel and the other a cardinal, secured the 
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i5to. ptihct of Cc^^ in his interest, and obtained 
oneR^audiei ^ cotiragedud man, of a respectable 
family, al the prbcipal tgttit in the plan. Re- 
naudk Was vre\l knowti among the Calvinists, 
and undertook to secure their aid. The purposed 
plftn Wat to seize the persons of the king's 
ministers, and to obtain by violence that access 
to the young king which they were not allowed 
to enjoy by legal measures. A consultation of 
theologians and German civilians was held upon 
the subject, and the measure was deemed lawful. 
There were then reckoned to be two millions of the 
reformed in France, and they all cordially united in 
the entei-prize. But one false brother divulged the 
Its failure, whol^ of the plan : Renaudie was slain, and his 
body hung on a gibbet; the itrmies of the re- 
voltcrs were beaten in detail, and all that were 
taken were treated with the greatest cruelty. At 
Ma«s»cre Amboisc, the scene of action, the blood ran 
boise." down the streets from the number that were 
beheaded, and there wem not executioners 
enough to peiform the murderous office. With- 
out trial, without previous judgment, multitudes 
were cast into the river Loire, bound hand and 
foot, and it was for several days covered with 
dead bodies. Some of the chiefs in this busi- 
ness were afterwards tried and executed, and 
this calamitous affair ended. AH historians, 
however, agree that it was more of a political 
than of a religious nature ; but it was convenient 
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to engage the reformed Jn the contest, who i5io. 
were justly indignant at the insolrace of the 
Guises, and discontented with the oppressions 
under which they laboured. Indeed, in the 
writings which they circulated at the beginning 
of the unliappy conflict, they avowed that they 
bad not taken up arms on account of reUgion, 
but simply to repress tl^e tyranny of the Guises, 
and to procure the assemblies of the states, 
where they hoped that the edicts against them* 
selves would be moderated. Guise pretended 
that this was a conspiracy against the king, and 
in consequence of his success in effecting its 
destruction, he obtained the office of lieutenant- 
general of the forces, and the title of preserver 
of the country. 

Under the Guises the reformed were severely The re- 
persecuted in various places; imd where their penecated 
churches flourished, they were subjected to the ckuU. 
roost vexatious inquiries : their loyalty and obe* 
dience were called in question ; and though they 
were willing to give the most positive assmances 
of their fidelity, a state of prosperity was a signal 
for dispersion. 

In spite of these vexations, numbers of church 

fosoded at 

churches continued to be formed ; and at this MontM- 
time was founded the since celebrated church 
of Montauban. 

The Duke of Guise used all his influence atj^^^^^P^^^ 
this juncture to estabLisli an inquisition in France; JJ^^"^"''** 
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iMO. but notwithstanding his deep intrigues, he failed 

in his efforts. 

Charles Charlcs IX. brother of the late king, now 

Tbeqoeen- asccnded the throne in his eleventh year. The 

v^w^hc" Guises lost their influence, and Catharine de 

reornwyi. |^gji^,jg^ ^.jj^ kittg's luother, having obtained 

the regency, that she might increase her 

strength against the party of the late minister^ 

evinced a great partiality to the cause of the 

Protestants. An edict was published, that no 

person should molest the Protestants, that the 

imprisoned should be released, and the exiled 

called home. 

1561. A conference between the two parties was 

held at Poisdy, in which the celebrated Beza 

took a part, and employed his wit and learning 

with great effect in favour of the Reformation. 

The conclusion of the former reign threatened 

the extinction of the Protestant cause ; for such 

was the spirit of the Guises, that nothing less 

would have satisfied them; but now it flourished' 

with renewed vigour, and even threatened in re- 

of tbr^* turn the total min of Popery iti France. But the 

Guises, intrigues of the Guises produced another sericHis 

injury. They caballed with the Pope and the 

King of Spain, and procured, through their means, 

flection ii^Q defection of the King of Navarre. Hitherto 

ofihekiog . 

of Na- he had been a sturdy champion in the Protestant 
cause, but for an enlargement of his territories 
he renounced his faith, and left the Protestants 
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to struggle by themselves. The queen, however, iwi. 
who had before been very indifferent to religion, 
warmly espoused their cause. " Had I the king- 
doms in my hands,' said she, *' / wmild thrauy 
them into the sea^ rather than defile my conscience 
by going to mass^ 

At this time' the queen-regent even ven- Th«q«ee«. 
tured to write to the Pope in vindication of the tercedn 

with the 

moral character of the reformed, and suggested Pop*, 
some alterations in worship to m^et their views. 
** What danger could there be," said she, " in 
removing the images from the churches, and in 
abolishing seme usdess forms in the administra- 
tion of the Sacraments? It would also be a, 
great advantage to grant the communion in 
both ways to the faithful, to abolish low mass, 
and to permit divine service to be performed in 
the vulgar tongue/' 

The Protestants now besran to acquire cou-^bcPro. 
rage. Some distinguished men had preaching atqtt»«^cott- 
their houses in Paris, and a marriage in a noble 
family was publicly solemnized by the cele- 
brated' Beza at the residence of the Queen of 
Navarre. The nobility openly patronized the 
reformed clergy, and sanctioned their meetings 
without the walls of Paris, where they preached in 
the open air. On these occasions there ^ere some- Large 
times forty thousand people assembled, divided heid^S? 
into three companies; the women in the middle, Padlf**** 
surrounded by men on foot, and the latter by 
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156}. men on horseback ; and, during the setmon, the 
Governor of Paris placed soldiers to guard the 
avenues^ and to prevent disturbances. A spirit 
of tolerance also began to prevail in other parta^ 
and in many places the Reformed and the 
Catholics lived in soch friendship together that 
thej alternately worshipped under the same 
roof. 
Tuiiiait at If we may believe the writer of " The Memoirs 
of the League," thk harmony was disturbed at 
Paris in the course of tbb year; for he asserts; 
that a violent tumult occurred on St Stephen's 
day« of which he accuses the Calvinists. He 
says, that as parties ran high, the Calvinists flew 
to arms to insult the Catholics, who were at 
vespers in the church dedicated to that saint, oo 
account of the noise of the bells^ which ha4 
interrupted their preaching in a neighbouring 
hcmse called the Patriarch ; that they committed 
extreme disorders in the church, and profaned 
and broke to pieces its altars and holy ia)ages ; 
but that they were punisiied for their insolence 
and temerity ; for the citizens, after the attempt, 
killed many of them whom they. found with 
arms in their Imnds^ and great disorders and 
even murders were the result of these proceed- 
ings. This was probably the fact,^ but it is diffi- 
cult at so distant a period to ascertain the cause. 
Re/i^5' The Guises soon retired in disgust, and the 
^^P^'***^ queen-regent granted a new edict ia iavour of 
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the Protestants; but to make it valid, it was ii«. 
necessary to obtain the sanction of parliament. 
The Chancellor dc THdpital found this a diffi- 
cult matter, and was obliged to use all his 
tnflueflce to procure it. In demanding the 
deliberations of parliament upon the subject, he 
argued : " The object of your deUbcratians wuit 
depend upon this one point; — is it advantageous 
to the kingdom in the present circumstances^ to 
permit or to forbid the assembling of the Cat- 
vinists? It is not necessary to tnake profound 
researches in reRgion^ in order to come to a ded^ 
^ion. Even supposing the religion of the Calvimsts 
to be badf is that a reason for proscribing all 
those who profess it ? Can we not be good mb^ 
jects of the king without being Catholics, or 
even Christians? Do not then go and weary 
yourselves by inquiring which of the two is the 
better religion. tVe come here not to establish a 
faith, but to rule the stated' 

The edict was at length passed, but with very Edict in 
great reluctance, and with a provisional clause, tw <m- 
till the decision of a general council. 

The enemies of the Protestants had no reason 
to complain, for their privileges were still ex- 
ceedingly limited. They were allowed to assem- 
ble for the exercise of their religion in all parts 
of the kingdom, except in Paris and in the 
walled cities; to enjoy the protection of the 
magistrates, if they were menaced witli injury 
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1562. or interruption; and to receive voluntary ^ib- 
R«strio-* scriptions* But it was also enacted, that they 
should restore the churches which they had 
usurped, and the images and relics which in 
some instances they had taken away ; and should 
quietly submit to the ecclesiastical dues, and 
other church revenues; — that they should keep 
the fast days, the degrees of consanguinity in 
marriage, and the exterior discipline of the 
Catholic church ; — that they should not, in ser- 
mons, books, or conversation, use any invective 
against the mass, or against any ceremonies of 
the Catholic church ; — that they should hold no 
synods nor consistories without permission of the 
court; — that they should not preach as itinerants, 
nor move from their fixed stations : and it was 
enjoined, that they should receive the magistrates 
with respect who might visit their places of 
worship, to see if every thing was orderly; and 
not suffer any strangers to join with them, lest 
they should receive any malefactors. 
Dtswtis. . Yet such was the intolerant spirit of the times, 
•he oTtho- that the grant of these restricted privileges gave 
great dissatisfaction, and produced only a deceit- 
ful calm, the presage of the most awful tempests. 
The Protestants rejoiced that they had obtained 
the public exercise of their religion, and the 
chiefs of the party sent circular letters every 
where, entreating the strictest conformity to the 
terms on which they were allowed this privilege* 
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The Catholics, on the contrary, maintained a i562. 
mournful silence, while their sombre looks spoke 
daggers. 

The Pope's legate, always the foremost in Rcmon- 

t* ,.,,.,. 1 strances of 

intolerance, was or course highly indignant that the pope> 
any set of men should be allowed to worship ^^ 
God according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences. In a spirit worthy of his master, he 
therefore loudly remonstrated against these indul- 
gences; but the queen-regent received his re- 
monstrances with perfect indifference. He was 
not, however, discouraged by these affronts; 
but, seconded by a suitable coadjutor, the 
ambassador of Spain, he declaimed on all occa- 
sions against the edict, blamed the education' 
of the king, distributed money, and lavished 
caresses; and even, though sure of a refusal, 
demanded the disgrace of those men in power 
who were friendly to the Protestant cause. 
When the queen excused herself, by represent- 
ing the strength of the Calvinists, the ambas- 
sador offered troops to make war against them. 
He also wished that a formulary of faith should 
be drawn up for signatures, that the heretics 
might be distinguished, and a separation wall 
erected between them and the Catholics. 

During this time the intolerant Catholics 
were watching the opportunity to take ven- 
geance. Many companies of soldiers, composed 
of the dregs of the people, were sent from Paris 
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i56«. to Meauxi at which place the Protestants wcic nu- 
merous ; and were allowed to indulge themselves 
in every kind of excess ; on account, of which, 
the greater part of the reformed abandoned the 
town, and retired to other places. Nothing was 
respected by this unbridled liorde. Guillien 
Rose, a rich labourer of VinccUes, near Meaux, 
was seized by some soldiers and thrown into the 
river Mame, where he was drowned, after he had 
paid one hundred and sixty crowns for his ran- 
som, which was the sum they had demanded of 
him. The reformed of Montauban likewise suf- 
fered severely from a riotous mob ; and at the same 
time there was an insurrection at Toulouse. Jean 
Cabrol, one of the consuls, having endeavoured 
to appease the tumult at the former place, fell a 
victim to hi^ zeal ; he was pierced through md 
through, and left dead upon the spot As to the 
ministers, one of them escaped; the other, 
Pierre du Pierricr, was killed, and afterwards 
thrown into a well. 

The Duke of Guise was also invited by his 
party to Paris, He speedily obeyed the invita- 
ticm, and with a numerous suite set out on his 
^^ marchi. As he passed by Vassy, a small town 
mtvassy. on the frontier of Champagne, some of his 
retinue fell in with some Protestants who were 
worshipping in a bam, and picked a quarrel 
with them ; the Duke joined in the afiair, and 
after proceeding from words to blows, he kft 
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two hiittdited of his unhappy victims wounded, ism. 
and sixty more dead upon the spot. 

This horrible affair resounded through all 
France; but Guise represented the Protestants as 
the flrst agressors. These made loud complaints, 
and the queen-regent treated them with atten- 
tion; but the King of Na%'arre, on being ap- 
plied to, called them factious heretics; for tlie 
Catholics liad kindly enlarged his kingdom, and 
altered his opinions. It was then that Beza 
made him that spirited answer: I plead for tf Beza'sspu 
religion that kn&ws better haw to bear injuries Uii\k^\ni 
than to repel them ; hut ranember^ Sire, it is an iarre. 
anvil which has already worn out many hammers^ 

Guise shortly after entered Paris in triumph, Guiic'seD- 
and tlw Queen, alarmed, fled with her son, and Sru/* 
«ent to the Prince of Cond^ to implore him to 
come to her aid with all the Protestants lie 
could procure to join his standard; but before 
he could render her any service, she was forced Flight and 
to give up herself and son to the furious Guise, the qaeca 
who had a large body in his favour, and particu-^ too. 
larly among the Parisians, who were deeply pre* 
judiced against the reformed religion. The 
Guises now triumphed, and Montmorenci, the 
constable of France, at the head of his troops, 
ranged in order of battle, as if for a dangeious 
expedition, went into the suburbs of Paris, tion of 

y I , Prot«{a»t 

attacked the places of worship, forced open the places of 

ti- • It* 11 voFbhip 

doors, brwe ui pieces the pulpits anx^l tlienearParii. 
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i5a». benches^ and burnt them, and reentered the 
city amidst the acclamations of the people^ who 
were delighted at this exploit. This display of 
heroism was, however, a subject of ridicule 
among the wits, who, in consequence, nick-named 
the constable Captain Bunv-bench. 

In the mean time Cond6 issued a proclama^ 
tion, in which he complained strongly against 
the Guises ; especially for trying to kindle the 
flame of discord, by depriving the Protestants of 
the free exercise of their religion, which had 
been granted to them by the edict of January. 
Guise made various excuses in reply, and in- 
sisted that the edict exempted Paris and the 
court, where the preachers could not be per- 
mitted to officiate. The ostensible reason, how- 
ever, assigned by Cond6 for taking up arms, was 
the deliverance oflhe king, who, he said, was a 
prisoner by his own subjects, which G^iise as 
flatly contradicted. 

After several useless negociations, in which 
Cond6 demanded the liberation of the king's 
person, the removal of the Guises from power, 
and the fulfilment of the last edict in favour of 
the Protestants, which the other party as obsti- 
nately refused, there was no alternative but 
vigorous war. The royalists, as they termed 
themselves, obtained auxiliary troops from Ger- 
many and Switzerland, which were at the dis- 
posal of the best bidder^ and a considerable force 
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iVom Spain. The reformed party had recourse tx) i56«. 
England, and Queen Elizabeth sent a large body 
of troops to take possession of Havre dt Grace. 

Historians speak differently of the character chamcter 
of the Protestant army. Beza, and the writers tlml^^^ 
of that denomination, boast of its fine discipline. *"*^* 
They assert that neither gaming, nor immodest 
women, nor depredators, could be found there; 
that oaths were severely prohibited ; that instead 
of songs, the soldiers chaunted psalms ; that 
prayer was offered up every morning and evening 
at regular hours; and that, during the course of 
the day, the ministers divided the army into 
separate congregations, and delivered to. them 
pious discourses and exhortations. These facts 
are, indeed, admitted by writers on the opposite 
side, who assert, notwithstanding, that by such 
means the army was converted into a set of 
furious enthusiasts, and inspired with a reli- 
gious frenzy, which induced it to practise every 
kind of cruelty in support of its religion. But 
they allow, at the same time, that the atrocities 
of war were equally committed on the other 
side. The statements of each party may be 
easily reconciled. In such an army there were 
doubtless men of all descriptions, who had en* 
listed from various motives; some from the purest 
principles of self-defence, and others merely as 
marauders, encouraged by the hopes of plunder. 
It would be tedious, and foreign to the 

D 
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i5ee. writer's desigo, to enter into all the details of 
this conflict. For a whole year the country 
suffered all the barbarities of civil war; during 
Deaths of which time the King of Navarre was killed 
of Nawre at the sicgc of Rouctt, the Duke of Guise was 
Dake of sliot by a gentleman at the siege of Orleans^ 
"*^' Cond6 was made prisoner by the royalists, and 
Montmorenci, the constable of France, by the 
Peacecon- Protcstauts. A pcacc was at length concluded, 
by the terms of which the privileges of the 
Protestants were more limited than before, 
although it was purchased with the lives of 
fifty thousand men. 
1583. The reformed had been permitted by a former 
edict to assemble for the exercise of their retigion 
throughout the kingdom, on condition that they 
did not enter into the cities. By an edict which 
jMict of wa^ now published, called the edict of Amboise, 
they were allowed to worship only in those 
towns of which they had kept possession. It 
limited also the former general permission to 
preach throughout the country, to the terri- 
tories cf Protestant gentlemen, and to those 
houses of the nobles, which were not in towns 
or boroughs subject to the controul of some 
Catholic lord. To compensate for these restric- 
tions, they were allowed a town in each baili- 
wick, immediately under the jurisdiction of the 
parliament, where they might freely practise 
their religion. 
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. Even these terms displeased the bigotted ises. 
Gatholics, and remonstrances were obliged to be 
made to the government to obtain their ful- 
filmenit. Montmorenci, who had been set at Montmo- 

Ti 1 1 t* n renci*»plot 

Lberty by the peace, went 50 far as to form aajjainstthc 
plot agamst the Protestants m the capital, and uou. 
the period was fixed by the conspirators for 
falling upon their victims, and demolishing their 
habitations. Three hundred were proscribed, 
and their death-warrant was signed by the hand 
of the constable. The queen had timely notice of 
the nefarious plan, and hastened to Paris with 
the king, whose presence prevented the horrors 
which must have resulted from its execution. 
J\fontmorenci retired from the city, some of the 
principal agents in the conspiracy were hung up 
at tlieir own windcw^s without trial, and the 
rest saved themselves by flight. But this fire 
.was not extinguished; it continued to burn 
under the ashes, and in the end produced a 
most tremendous conflagration. 

Charles now began to discover an inclination i564. 
^ to join in persecuting the Protestants; and thcpe^^iet 
decree of Roussillon was announced, in whicji teTtantiT 
the king declared, that the liberty given to 
.Protestant gentlemen to have public preaching 
on their estates, should not extend beyond their 
domestics and vassals, and that no collections 
should be made, even for the support of the 
jninistersL' Coud^ remonstrated with the king, 
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1564. who replied by asking him what authority he^ 
possessed, that a sovei'eign should be subject to 
his pleasure. 

Death of On the 27th of May in this year Calvin, the 
renowned reformer, died. He was born in 1509, 
The immense and continual labour to which he 
had been Exposed, had greatly enfeebled his con- 
stitution, and wasted his strength; and he wa* 
attacked hy severe head-aches, the asthma, the 
gout, and other violent complaints. He scarcely 
ever slept. Affairs public and private, ecclesias- 
tical and poKtical, all occupied his attentibn in 
perpetual succession, and often at the same time* 
He also held a very extensive coiTcspbndence, 
and was consulted by all the reformed churches 
of Europe, as well as by princes and persons of 
the highest distinction, wHb had embraced the 
Protestant faith. He died at Geneva. His whote 
treasure was 120 crowns of gold, which he 
bequeathed to his brother, Antoine Calvin. 
Some accounts augment the sum to 300 cro\vns, 
but their authority rests on no solid foundation. 

1565. Among many distinguished personages now in 
the court of Charles, who was at this time in com- 
pany with the queen, making^the tour of the krag- 
dom, was the Prince of Beam, son of the Queen 
of Navarre, who was afterwards the celebrated 

First ytfari Henry IV. His mother had used every mean^ 

iv. *°*^^ to bias his mind in favour of the Protestants, and 

not without success. He was n^w young, but 
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very acute ; and began to make his rein?irks on ises. 
what was passing in the court on th^ subject of 
religion. The king remained some time at 
Bayonne, and it was observed that the queen 
had frequent interviews with the Duke of Alva/ 
whose bloody deeds afterwards made him the 
terror of the Protestants in the Low Countries. 
One of these interviews took place in the presence 
of Henry, and he understood that the substance 
of the conversation turned upon the best means 
of destroying the Protestants. The queen 
wished to spare the leaders: " Ten thousand 
Jrogs^'' answered Alva, " art not worth the head 
ofonesalmonr Catharine understood his meaning. 

On his route, Charles went to Nerac, in Charles's 
Gascony, the usual residence of the Queen of Nawre. 
Navarre ; where, partty by her consent, and 
partly by force, he re-established the Catholic 
religion in the country, from which that princess 
had withheld her support. The queen accom- 
panied hiip to the centre of the kingdom ; and 
during their journey, Charles loaded her and her 
tion with marks of friendship ; but he pointed her 
with indignation to the dilapidated monasteries, 
the ruined churches, the, broken crosses, the 
mutilated statues of the saints, the dismantled 
towns, and the recently extinguifshed remains 
of the fires which had been kindled during the 
last war. The queep, attached as much to the 
cause of the reformed as to life itself, felt tl?esc 
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1565. remarks, but answered nothing ; and ever after 

mistrusted the king and his mother. 
1566-7. The disposition of Charles gradually unfolded 
Spirit of itself, and his antipathy to the Protestants became 
twtMU^ every day more apparent. Confident in their 
means of defence, of which indeed they were 
not neglectful, they conducted themselves per- 
haps with more spirit than prudence. Charles 
therefore had some pretext for considering 
them as assuming too much the character 
of dictators, and did not scruple on several 
occasions to intimate the necessity of extir- 
pating them, or driving them from the kingdom ; 
nor could all the care of the queen his mother, 
prevent him from frequently breaking out in 
the most violent sallies against them. 

At the commencement of the year 1567, a 
Roziere'i publication made its appearance, which was 
ascribed to a minister named Rozfere, in which 
the infamous sentiment was propagated, that it 
was allowable to kill a king and a queen who resisted 
the Reformation. As there are always rash 
enthusiasts in every cause of public dispute, the 
author of this work might have been one of the 
reformed; but from the subtilty of Catharine's 
character, and the part which she afterwards 
acted, it is not improbable that this and similar 
expedients were employed by herself and her 
partizans, to make the Protestants odious, and 
to justify the cruelties which the court Avere 
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then devising against tbetn. About this time iser. 
also the queen, going from her chamber to 
mass, trod upon a letter, in which there was 
fbutid an intimation, that if she did not grant 
the free exercise of the reformed religion, she 
•would be served like the Duke of Guise. The 
queen, in consequence, always went to mass 
by some secret passages; but this too might 
be deemed requisite to carry oir her designs. 

The court had Ions: been contriving the com- charies 
plete rum of the Protestants, and every day army, 
their rights were infringed upon by new edicts ; 
50 that the Hugonots lost more by these edicts 
in a time of peace, than they had lost by force 
<iuring the war. To effect their extsermination, 
^t was found necessary to raise an army ; but this 
could not be done without exciting the attenticm 
and alarm of the iVotestai^t party.' An event, 
however, at length occuri:ed, favourable to the 
design. The King of Spain was about to march 
a large army into the Low Countries, com- 
manded by the Duke of Alvaj and under 
pretence of guarding the kingdom against any 
surprisal from these troops, both Catholic, and 
Protestant counsellors were convened, who re- 
solved uftajiimously to protect it. The Catholic 
troops were mised, and foreign auxiliaries pro- 
cured, but Clmrles refused the* assistance of 
*the Protestants. It was now resolved to seize 
the Prince of Cond^^ and imprison h^m for life^- 
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156T. to put to death the AdIniral.Coligni, hh faithful 
colleague, to revoke the edict of peace, and 
to forbid the exercise of the reformed reIigi(Hi 
throughout the whole kingdom. These plans, 
before they were quite ripe, were discovered by 
Cond6, and with the most astonishing promp- 
titude he raised a large army, which threw the 
court into alarm^ while they were contriving 
their schemes as they thought m perfect se- 
curity* 

Negociations were again set on foot, and once 
more the Prince demanded for the reformed the 
free exercise of their religion ; but Charles re- 
plied, that he never intended that his decrees in 
favour of the Protestants should be more ihdia 
temporary, and that he was resolved to have but 
one religion in the country. 

Both parties now prepared for the awfui Gonr 
flict with determined resolution ; aAd as the re- 
formed had nothing to hope from the court, they 
flocked in immense numbers to the standard of 
Coud6. . 

1568. A battle was at last fought in the pl^in of 
Battle of St. Denys, before Paris^ in which, though . the 
' constable Montmorenci feU, the royalists claimed 
the victory. But the reformed were by no means 
vanquished. They retreated upon their rein- 
forcements, and having been joined by some 
hireling troops of Casimer, the Prince Palatinei 
they found themselves in suffideat force to »e- 
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gociate - for a second peace, in which they once 1568. 
more obtained the promise of full toleration. peace. 
The calm that succeeded was soon followed Fariow 
by the presages of another tem}>e9t. The Ca* tion- 
tholics wer^ more enraged than ever. The 
chancellor, and all the moderate men, were dis- 
missed from the court. The pulpits resounded with 
invectives against the sectaries, with seditious 
Teflections on the peace, and with exhortations 
to break it. The ministers boldly advanced these 
abominable maxims — that faith must not be 
kept with heretics ; and that the massacre of 
them is a just, pious, and necessary act. The 
fruits of these discourses were insurrections 
against the Prcftestants, ^nd assassinations of 
thjem, for whidi no redress could be obtained* 
Woe to those in Paris or in the provinces, who 
had ever been connected with the Protestant 
chiefs ! The poignard, the poison, the slow pu- 
nishment of the prison, destroyed both them 
and the fear of the resistance tliey might 
otherwise have made. In . three months, as 
some writers a$sert, more than ten thousand per* 
sons perished by these execrable means ; others 
lessen tlie number. The reformed, who had 
made eyery sacrifice for peace, lamented their 
pliancy, and said, with sighs : ^' fFe have done 
foolishly ; let us not then think it strange if we 
drink the dregs of' our folly:, but we doubt that 
they will prove very bitter.'' They remonstrated 
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1568. against these proceedings; and manifestoes, 
complaints, and apologies, succeeded each other 
with prodigious rapidity. In these the Cardinal 
Lorraiiie was marked out as their principal 
enemy, but the king and the queen were- not 
treated with much respect. 
War re- War was renewed once more. It began by 
the endeavour of the court to surprize all the_ 
Protestant leaders, yet notwithstanding they 
almost miraculously escaped, and Gond6 and 
the queen of Navarre, with her son, shut them- 
selves up in Rochelle, while men were raising 
on both sides with all possible expedition. 
Exasperated to the last degree, Charles issued 
Edicts edict upon edict against the* Protestants : be 
Prote's-'*'* prohibited them, under very severe penalties, 
^**^* from assembling together ; he entirely revoked 
the edict of 15^2, which at different times had 
caused so much dispute; he forbad the exercise 
of any other religion than the Catholic, on 
pain of death; he ordered all those to be dis- 
missed from public employments who professed 
the Protestant faith ; and the parliament resolved 
that no person should in future be raised to the 
authority of a magistrate, unless he were a 
Catholic. To enforce these decrees, a powerful 
army was levied, and entrusted to the command 
of the Duke d'Anjou, the king^s brother. 
?« both^' No exhortations were requisite to bring the 
sides. Protestants into the field. The cruelties com- 
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mitted against them were sufficient incitements ; ifisft. 
and as they marched in large bodies to join the 
grand army, they made severe reprisals on 
their enemies, and especially on the cardinals, 
bishops, priests, and monks, whom they put to 
the sword without mercy. The Catholics were 
not sparing of the sword on their side, and 
executed numbers of prisoners. 

Cond6, with a fine army, and fresh succours, i569. 
found himself capable of facing his opponents ; 
but, after various manoeuvres, he fell heroically Death of 
fighting at the battle of Jamac, and terminated 
his career, in the thirty-ninth year of his age. 

The king's party now rejoiced in the prospect 
of the complete overthrow of the Protestants; 
but the Queen of Navarre hastened to the army, Heroic 
supporting on one arm her son Henry the Duke of^^^QuLm 
Beam, and on the other the son of the deceased wnTf 
prince, both about sixteen years of age ; and, 
approaching the soldiers, she addressed them in 
the most impressive manner. '* Friends," said 
sho, " we weep for a prince who, with equal 
fidelity and courage, has supported till death that 
cause which he had resolved to espouse ; but our 
tears would be a disgrace to his memory, were we 
not to follow his example, and firmly to resolve 
to die for our faith. The good cause has not 
perished with Cond^; and his misfortune ought 
not to cast men attached to their religion into 
despair. God watches over his own. He gave 
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1569. companions in arms to support the Prince during 
his life, and he has left brave captains to us, who 
gre capable of repairing the loss which We have 
sustained by his death. I offer you the young 
Prince of Beam, my son ; I trust to you Henry, 
the son of the prince who excites our regrets. 
May heaven grant that they m^y prove them- 
selves worthy heirs of the valour pf their ances- 
tors, and that the sight of these tender pledges 
may be the means of firmly uniting you in sup- 
port of the cause which you defend !", 

The army answered with shouts of joy, which 
were only interrupted by the Prince of Beam, 

H<^iir/8 'who, advancing with a warlike air, said: "J^ 
szvear to defend reRgiorii and to persevere in the 
common came till death or victory shall have 
granted us all the liberty which we desired The 
young Cond^ gave his assent, and the Prince of 
Bearnwas declared generalissimo, though Coligni 
had the ostensible command. 
1510. After a number of sieges, victories, and de- 
feats on both sides, the armies were equally 

Third weary of the contest, and again a peace was 
epncluded, on terms very favourable to th« 
Protestants. Besides a general amnesty, and 
the free exercise of their religion, excepting at 
court, their confiscated property was to be 
restored : they were to be admitted into all uni- 
versit4es, schools, hospitals, and public oflftces, 
royal, seignioral, and corporate: they were to 
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challenge six of the judges in the parliaments, 1570. 
and to retain four walled towns for two years, 
as garrisons for their protection; and finally, 
to make the peace lasthig, a match was proposed 
t)efween Henry of Navarre and Manguerite de 
Valois, the king's sister. 

All this was treacherous. Charles, though 1571. 
but twenty-two years of asre, was well versed charies'« 

J J o ? ^ treachery. 

in the art of dissimulation. He changed his 
deportment towards the Protestants, shewed 
them every degree of kindness, made them his 
counsellors, proposed to them advantageous 
marriages, and so completely gained their 
confidence as to obtain the restitution of the 
places of security before the time arrived which 
had been agreed on for their surrender. These 
conciliatory measures were but a feint employed 
to put the reformed off their guard, to lead 
them to expose their real strength, and to render 
them unsuspicious of the dagger which was 
shortly to be plunged into their bosoms. Thus 
for two years the, mind of the barbarous Charles 
was calmly meditating the massacre of seventy 
thousand of his suljjects. 

Subsequent eventis justify these conclusions 
jrespecting the odious monarch, though some 
historians endeavour to apologize for the atro- 
cities which he afterwards committed, or at least 
to ejctenuate them* They suggest that accidental 
circumstances le(J to their completion, or that if 
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1571. he had formed the design of murdering any of 
the Protestants, it was only a few of the leaders, 
and that the bloodshed extended much farther 
than he wished. Some Italian writers, however, 
who are deemed worthy of equal credit, contra- 
dict all these apologies, by stating a remarkable 
conversation which they assert to have taken 
place between Charles and th^ Pope's legate, 
who was sent to remonstrate against the union 
of his sister with a Hugonot Prince. — " Momieur 
Cardinal^" said the monarch, somewhat embar- 
rassed, " would to God that I could tell you 
every thing ! You will know soon, as well as the 
Sovereign Pontiff, that there is nothing more 
convenient than this marriage, to confirm religion 
in France, and to exterminate its enemies. 
Yes,'' added he, affectionately squeezing his^ 
hand, " believe me on my word: yet a little 
while, and the Holy Father himself will be obliged 
to praise my designs, my piety, and my ardour Jor 
religion.^^ In confirmation of his good-will, he 
would have slipped a gold ring upon the cardi- 
nal's finger; but the prelate thanked him, and 
expressed his reliance on the word of the king. 

Those historians who attempt to vindicate 
Charles, say that the Italian writers have en- 
deavoured to throw all the blame upon his 
shoulders, to clear the other authors of this 
transaction. Be that as it may, it is evident 
that the king was implicated in it — that he took 
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no small share in the plot which we are about 1571. 
to develope — that it could not have been exe- 
cuted without his will — and that he stained his 
hands as deeply in innocent blood as the vilest 
assassin engaged in that affair. His name is a 
disgrace in the list of kings, and will probably 
stand at the head of royal barbarians to the end 
of time. 

It must, however, be acknowledged, that the cuiit of 
intrigues of the Queen Catharine finally effected moihcr. 
this horrible business, which remorse of con- 
science would perhaps have prevented Charles 
from fully executing, and that she had likewise 
involved the Duke d'Anjou in the same guilt, 
who was rather unwilling to share in it, at least 
to so great an extent. Indeed, the two youths 
trembled with horror at the moment fixed for 
ihe sanguinary transaction, and it is said that 
they sent a message to stop the mischief at the 
first signal of destruction, but it was too late. 

The Queen of Navarre was the first victim 1572. 
of those base schemes which were now pro- 
jected. She arrived at the court in the month 
of May, and on the 9th of June following she was Death of 
a corpse. It was strongly suspected, and not If^N^^**" 
without reason, that her death was effected ''*'^'^*'' 
by poison, tliough no direct proofs of the fact 
were discoverable. 

The loss of this queen could not but be sen- Hcrcha- 
sibly felt by the Protestants, for she had been^*''*'"'' 
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^^'^^' the life of their cause. In the midst of her 
pleasures, to which she was passionately devoted, 
and though in the prime of life, she became a 
reformed character, and maintained a religious 
deportment which rendered her the idol of her 
party. She was strict in her discipline, orderly 
in her domestic regulations, firm in misfortunes, 
zealous, and liberal; and under her roof the 
persecuted ministers of religion ever found an 
asylum. She abhorred inconsistency of cha- 
racter in those who professed the reformed 
religion, devoted all her property to its support, 
even her rings and jewels, and remained in- 
flexibly attached to it till death. It was her 
favourite maxim; that liberty of conscience ought 
to be preferred before honours, dignities, or life 
itself. The New Testament, the catechism, 
and the liturgy of Geneva, were printed at 
Rochelle by her orders; and she abolished 
Popery, and established the Protestant faith in 
her dominions. But, if she allowed liberty of 
conscience, it must be presumed that Papists 
were at liberty to worship God as they pleased 
under her government, though Popery was no 
longer the religion of the state ; for that sove- 
reign can be no friend to real li);)erty of con- 
science, whose mind is made the infallible 
standard for the opinions of the whole nation. 
Jf^rtho- The first victim of black Bartholomew-day 
^\^' was the constable, Coligni: he had been fired 
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upon by an assa^hi, whom Catharine afterwards ^fnt. 

told the king she had procured for the purpose, 

and be was now suffering under his wounds. 

Fearkig a repetition of the deed, he had en« 

trasted his safety to Charles^ who had pledged 

his word for his security, and sent some guards 

to his residence, under the pretence of affording 

hhn protecticHi, but in reality with a design to 

prevent his escape. On the awful night in which 

the slaughter commenced, the commissioned 

marderers entered his chamber, and all at once 

vociferated, with a hellish fury, " Death.** The 

admiral, who had been alarmed at their noise as 

tfaeey approached, was prepared for the conse* 

qoence, and was found in the act of committing 

bis soul to God. A young man rushed upon 

bim with his sword; " respect my grey hairs,** 

said Coligni; the assassin answered by burying 

the sword in his body. He fell weltering in his 

blood, and after these wretches had mangled 

his features by repeated strokes, he was thrown 

out of the window, where his body suffered 

every kind of indignity from the populace; 

even the Duke d'Angoul^me, natural son of the 

queen, joined in trampling upon it, till, at the 

command of that wicked woman, the disfigured 

head was cut off, and sent as a present to the 

Rormn Pontiff; a present doubtless not less 

nateful to the humane vicar of Christ upon 
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Mn. earth, than the head of John the Baptist to the 
incestuous Herodias. 

At a given hour by the palace clock, the 
universal havoc begun. The Protestants, assailed 
on every side, and alarmed by the affecting 
shrieks of their unhappy friends, endeavoured to 
escape through the streets, half awake and half 
naked^ but soldiers were planted to meet tbena 
in all directions, and those who hastened to the 
palace for redress met with certain death. All 
were massacred without any distinction of age or 
sex; and the most horrible sounds rent the air,^ 
partly from the imprecations of the assassins, and 
partly from the groans of those that were expir-. 
ing. The approach of the morning discovered 
the frightful scene; headless bodies were thrown 
from the windows, the coach-ways were blocked 
up with the dead and dying, and the streets 
were, covered with corpses, which the murderers 
were dragging as ftist as possible to the river. 
Most of the wretched sufferers, astonished and 
confused, had submitted like lambs to the 
slaughter; but some having protested with 
tiieir dying breath against the violated faith of 
the king, expired exclaiming. Great God, deliver 
the oppressed ! just Judge^ avenge this perfidy I 

Thie havoc proceeded with great fury, and 
n>ost of the distinguished families of France 
"ivere among the unfortunate multitudes of bravc^ 
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chieftains who perished by the poignard. In- iW9. 
stances of individual cruelty unparalleled in the 
annals of barbarism occurred on this gloomy 
occasion. Children that could scarcely use the 
dagger were taught to butcher the babe in the 
ci^adle. Tavannes, one of the court conspirators 
in this business, employed himself in encourag- 
ing the murderers: — " Bleed dway^^ said he, 
" doctors say that bleeding is as good in the month 
of August as in MayP The Duke of Guise, 
brother of the last of that name; the Duke 
d'Angoul^e, and other dignified barbarians^ 
walked the streets, and commanded, in the 
king's name, that all the race of serpents should 
be eJPterminated. At the palace windows ap- 
peared the king, amusing himself with shooting 
at the fugitives, and calling out to their pursuers^ 
" kiil them, kill them;' One wretch, named 
Cruc6, a goldsmith, shewing his arm naked and 
bloody, boasted aloud, '* this arm has cut the 
throats of more t^ian four hundred in a day r — 
Even the ladies of the court pleased themselves 
with surveying the dead bodies, and treating 
them with a ridiciile and an indecency, the des- 
cription of which would defile the narrative. 
How long exactly the massacre continued, it is 
difficult to say. Some historians mention three 
days, while others augnjpnt the number to seven; 
but this discrepance may be easily accounted 
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istf. for, by supposing the former to refer to the 
slaughter of Paris only, while the latter in- 
cludes that of the Provinces. 

To complete his treachery, and to extend tbe 
horrors of this transaction, Charks pretended 
that it was merely the ccmsequence of an old 
quarrel between the family of the Guise^ and 
that of the Admiral; and sent into the distant 
provinces to assure the reformed of his protec- 
tion, while at the same time he was dispatching 
couriers to urge the governors of the diflfetent 
towns to a repetition of the same tragieal scenes 
throughout the kingdonK Some woald not exe* 
cute these sanguinary orders, and by this mc^ns 
nwiny precious lives were saved. The answer 
of the Viscount d'Orthe, commandant of Ba- 
yonne, deserves to be recorded.—** Sire/* said 
h<e, " / have communicated the command of^mir 
majtsty to your faithful suhjects^ and to the gar- 
rison ; I can find among them onily ge&d diixent 
and brave soldiers^ but no executioners ; fnr t^ 
reason we humbly supplicate your majesty to em^ 
ploy our hands and our Hves in tffectimg those 
tilings which we can accomplish ; and though they 
may be the most haxardous^ we leitl ^11 the last 
fh^op of our bioed in the service.'* What was th€ 
reward which d'Orthe obtained from the court 
for this noble conduct? He was soon afterwards 
poisoned!! 
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The most horrible carnage now took place in i57f. 
the provinces, under the express sanction of the 
royal persecutor. The places in which it raged 
most furiously were Meaux, Angers, Bourges, 
Orleans, Lyons, Toulouse, and Rouen; besides 
these several small towns, as well as private 
castles, were involved in the calamity, in which 
many of the opulent Protestants fell by the fury 
of an unrestrained populace. The dead bodies 
covered the country, and remained putrified and 
unburied; and many rivers were so infected with 
those that were cast into them, that it was con- 
sidered dangerous for a long time to taste their 
fish, or drink their water. 

Accounts differ respecting the amount of 
those who fbll in this infamous transaction. 
Some say that five thousand perished at Paris 
only, while others reckon the victims in that 
city at double the number. But the lowest 
cmnputation rated it throughout the kingdom 
at thirty thousand, while some Catholic histo- 
rians acknowledge it to rise to as many more; 
and there are Protestant writers who do not 
scruple to state it at one hundred thousand. 

This news was received at Rome with the 
most' lively demonstrations of joy ; tlie cannon 
roared, bon-fires blazed, solemn mass was per- 
formed, at which the Pope assisted, and the 
courier who communicated the welcome intelli- 
gence was handsomely rewarded. The name 
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1572. of this most holy father ought never to . be 
forgotten,?— it was Gregory XIII. 
. To crown his cruel exploit, Charles next sent 
for the King of Navarre, and the Prince of 
Coiid^, to whom he proposed either death, mass, 
or the bastile. They both hesitated and delay^ 
to answer for several days, but the alternative 
becoming unavoidable they at last yielded, and 
the young King of Navarre agreed to confirm 
the re-establishment of the Catholic religion in 
his states, and to prohibit the exercise of that 
of the reformed. 

Many of the Protestants who escaped this 
dreadful persecution took refuge in England, 
Switzerland, Germany, and the Low Countries ; 
but the greater, number remained in France in 
those places of security which were nearest to 
their dwellings, particularly Montauban, Nimes, 
and Sancerre. In the midst of their agitation, 
and while they scarcely knew what measures 
to adopt for their safety, the king once more 
passed an edict in their favour, on the £8th of 
October, in which all persons were forbidden to 
disturb them, their property was ordered to be 
restored, and they were allowed to enjoy pro- 
tection. But who could place confidence in a 
monarch capable of such foul tre«achery as to 
pass an edict one day to lull the Protestants into 
security, and revoke it the next, that he might 
take th^m off their guard, and satiate hi^malignani 
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Spirit? A few more such manoeuvres must; have iMt. 
utterly extirpated the reformed church in France. 

A fourth civil war broke out, but it was Fourth 
confined to" some solitary sieges^ Thai of^*^' 
Rocbelle was the principal This town opposed, 
nearly the whole force of Frapce for seven 
months. Out of twenty-two thousand inhabi* 
tantSy eighteen thousand died chiefly of famine. 
The besiegers also lost an immense number of 
men, by disease and battle: one hundred an4 
thirty-two captains perished, and a correspondent 
proportion of regiments. But the Duke d'Anjou 
being chosen King of Poland .at this time^ and 
it being desirable that the f^tes on the occasion • 
Bhould not be disturbed by civil commotions, th^ '^^l* 
besieged obtained a peace on honourable tei*^s« 

Shortly after the Duke d'Anjou had obtained wretched 
the crown of Poland, Charles died, in th« chari^ 
twenty-fifth year of his age. As his death was * 
rather sudden in its appearance, somp unfavour* 
iable suspicions have in consequence been thrown 
jpi^t ?lg^inst the qucicn-wiother, who eagerly de- 
sired the crown for her beloved son Henry. But 
it is evident that his life was worn out with • ^ 
anxiety. Smitten with a mortal malady, he 
found himself wasting away in the flower of his 
age, and debarred those consolations which the 
most wretched enjoy, he was treated with in- 
<lifFerence by his friends, agitated with plots in 
Jiis court, alarmed by rebellions among his 



pigitized 



3d by Google 



i6 HlftTORfCAL TIBW Of TBS 

IMS. people^ and tormented witii erery kind of pei> 
plej^ity. 

: '< DLuiy d^ployant tar Ui sa Tvngeance t^v^r^^ 
<^ Marqua ce roi mouraot du 8c«au de la colore.** 

His guilty conscience perpetually disturbed 
his rest ; he thought he saw spectres, be started 
continually in his sleep from frightful dreams; 
his disordered imagination presented to him 
rivulets of blood, and heaps of dead bodies, and 
made him fancy that he heard doleful soimdi 
and plaintive accents rending the air. 

This marked alteration in his character closely 
followed the scenes of Bartholomew-day. No 
more gracious and benign, he became gloomy and 
wild; the impetuosity by which he was always 
diitinguished was greatly augmented; be sighed 
continually, raised his eyes to heaven, and ap- 
peared to carry in his heart a leaven of melan- 
choly, which mixed itself with every thing, and 
rendered life insupportable. Of all the actors 
in that deep and dreadful tragedy, in which his 
mother had taken the principal part, he alone 
evinced any symptoms of compunction, and 
notwithstanding his treachery and cruelty, we 
cannot avoid pitying the last end of a wretched 
youth, who, by the wiles of her that should have 
taught him the tender sentiments of humanity, 
became exposed to the execration of all the 
world, and was made a burthen to himself. 
1574-6. Henry, who ascended the vacant throng 
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found the country soon afterwards involved in iw4^ 
a fifth civil war. The young Prince of Cond^ Sw^. 
had escaped into Germany, and formed a league 
with some of the princes against the govern* 
ment of France. After a severe conflict, though 
less sanguinary than before, the reformed grew 
hig^ in their demands, and required a share of 
the churches and dues of the Catholic clergy, 
with a perpetual guard for their protection of 
six hundred cavalry and three thousand infan- 
try, to be maintained at tlie expence of the 
king. They were, however, soon silenced by 
the efibrts of the queen-mother, who terminated 
the war, and allowed them to obtain but few pcom. 
additional privileges. 

About this time was formed the famous league^ isio. 
in which the Catholics of France took the cause league. 
of the church into their own hands, and elected 
the Duke of Guise to be their leader, investing 
him with powers equal to those of a sovereign. 
This plan alarmed the court, and Henry, to save 
his authority, disconcerted the leader, and ai>- 
pointed himself the head of the league. 

The leaguers demanded a new war against ^^^ 
the Protestants; and Henry of Navarre, who had 
escaped fromi court, and had openly declared for 
them, once more became their champion, and a 
counter-league was formed for their defence, in 
which Sweden, Denmark, England, and the 
Oerman Protestant states took part;^ but both 
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iMT. parties being very unfit for the contest^ peace 
Peace, and was concludcd bv tlic femous edict of Poitiers, 

Edict of , . . •' 

Poiticw. in which the king granted to the reformed the 
full exercise of the Protestant religion, all the 
privileges of citizens, including a right to every 
office and dignity, and nine strong places for 
their troops, on condition that they would pay 
the dues, restore, the usurped churches, keep 
the holy days, and never insult the Catholics in 
their worship. 
1580. Not long after a fresh war broke out with the 

Seventh ^ 

War; and King of Navarrc, which shortly ended with a 
new treaty, in which a few additional privileges 
were granted to the reformed. 
'^^- Still restless at the success of the Protestant 

wSr!** party the leaguers employed another effort to 
carry their measures against them. With money 
obtained from Spain they procured foreign aux- 
iliaries, and under the pretence of securing the 
right of succession for the Cardinal Bourbon, 
instead of the King of Navarre, they secured 
some of the principal towns in the kingdom, 
and by the boldness of their enterprizes spread 
terror in the court itself. The king at first pre- 
pared to resist them, but he found himself too 

Treaty of wcak, and by the treaty of Nemours he agreed 

Nemoari. . . . 

to unite his arms with theirs against the Pro^ 
testants To provoke the latter, Henry very 
reluctantly consented to prohibit the exercise of 
the reformed religion in his dominions^ on pain 
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of death, to deprive all Protestants of the offices iiw. 
^hich they held under government, to banish 
their ministers, and in short to annihilate all their 
privileges. Thus he was reduced to the alterna- 
tive of making peace with one party only for the 
purpose of commencing war with the other. 

A ninth war was consequently declared be- Ninth 
tween Navarre and France. Sextus the Fifth 
was then Pope; and as the armies of the Pro- 
testants were every where victorious, his Holi- 
ness was solicited to join in the conflict, who very 
graciously issued a bull against the King of Na- 
varre, and absolved all his subjects from alle- 
giance to him as an heretic The Protestants 
warmly resented this bull, and caused a pro* 
testation against it to be placarded on the doors 
of the Vatican. They said that Sextus was a 
liar in calling them heretics; that he himself 
ought rather to be regarded as one ; that they 
could prove in council that he was one; that 
they viewed him as being out of the pale of 
the church, and antichrist; and that. as such 
they declared a deadly and irreconcilable war 
against him, claiming for themselves the right 
of punishing both him and his successors for 
the hisult offered to his roj^al majesty. They 
also invited all Christian kings, princes, and 
republics, to join with them in chastising the 
insolence of the Pope. 

It has been before intimated that the Duke isw. 
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laat. of Guise and his party endeavoured to gain tlit 
hearts of the French people, that he might 
obtain the succession to the throne, as the King 
of Navarre, to whom it would by right descend, 
was not a Catholic. The duke now therefore 
used every means to incense the people against 
the Protestants. The execution of Mary Queen 
of Scots, which happened at this time in £ng<- 
land, was magnified into a martyrdom for the 
sake of religidh, and it was asserted that the 
Catholics in generalwcre great sufferers in £ng« 
land, Germany, and the Low Countries. At this 
period was fought the battle of Courtras, in which 
the French commaiuler, Joyeuse, was slain, and 
the Catholic army completely destroyed. 

1588. At the same time a civil war broke out at 

Commo* 

«0Mat Paris, between Guise and the king, in which 
Deaths of many lives were lost, and Guise himself was 

Guise and , 

cond«. assassinated. Cond6 was also poisoned in his 
own family, and died universally regretted, both 
by friends and enemies, at the age of tfarty-jict 
years. His death was severely felt by the King 
of Navarre, who said, that in him he had lost 
his right arm. All these commotions were sus- 
Uenryiii. pcndcd by the death of Henry III. in his thirty* 
ST"'"* ' eighth year, who was killed by a friar ; and 
having time to recommend his successor, car* 
neslly entreated an union between the King of 
Navarre and his people, that it might terminate 
the awful conflicts to which the nation had so 
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long been a prey. The queen-mother died only imo. 
a few months bef<Mre her son. He was a weak 
man^ and she was a wicked woman. 

Henry IV. King of France and Navarre, hew»t rr. 
ascended the throne amidst the greatest diffi- 
culties. The leaguers, as they were still called, 
opposed him, and raised the Cardinal de Bour- 
bon, his uncle, to the regal dignity, under the 
name of Charles X. The Pope and the King of 
Spain joined in this cabal, and levied consider- 
able armies against him. Henry was wise and 
brave, and these qualities in the end secured to 
hhn the crown. The decision in his favour was 
chiefly eflected by the battle of Ivri, in which Battle of 
he discovered the most surprizing address and 
courage. Before the battle, Henry publicly 
ofiered up this prayer : ** O Lordy thou icnowest 
mg thoughts, and thou dUcemest the bottom of 
my heart. Ifvtg possemon of' the crown should 
ptwc benefidal to txy people, favour my cause and 
protect my arms ; if thy holy will should dispose 
^ ii in another may, O my God, take from me 
my Kfe with my kingdom, and let me at least die 
in the nght of these brave warriors who expose 
tbemuivesfor my service J" When he was asked 
at the close of tbe battle by what name it should 
be called, he replied, ^* It is the day of tbe Al- 
mighty, and to him alone belongs the glory.*" 
After this event there were many rebellious 
atttfflpti made to £ivour the designs of the 
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i5«i. leaguers, but all in vain; yet his miajesty coulcT 
not gain his capital. During four years per- 
petual plots were formed against hini, but they 
were as perpetually defeated. The king, 
troubled by foreign and domestic enemies, from 
prudential motives, as well as from principles of 
**^*" gratitude, was careful to secure the libertiea of 
the Protestants, and advanced by slow step* 
several measures in their favour. 
IS93. Bqij what could a Protestant king do with 
Catholic subjects? He must renounce either hi* 
^rns^ conscience or his crown. Henry, alas, chose to 
Catholic, do the former, and went through the degrading 
rites of a relapsed heretic to be admitted inta 
the Catholic communion. Robinson observes 
upon this event, " Every man may rejoice, that 
his virtue is not put to the trial of refusing a 
crown.'' But, to the honour of Christianity, be 
it recorded, that many have forfeited even their 
lives, rather than do violence to their consciences. 
The Pope was not very willing to admit this 
unworthy son into the church, but at length he 
consented, and Henry was received at Paris 
with every demonstration of joy. The leaguers 
were disappointed by this measure, and resolved. 
His life if possible, to take his life. One Pierre Barriere 
a cmp e . ^^j^j.^^^]^ ^^ j^^ jj-g assassiu, whose design being 

discovered was punished with death, and Henry 
would not allow any more blood to be spilt oh 
the occasion by a search after his accomplices; 



Digitized by 



Google 



REFORMED CHURCH OF FRAKCE. 65 

Shortly after Jean Chatel, a Jesuit, woimdcd iwsj^ 
him in the mouth, in another attetoipt upon his 
life. 

The complete reduction of the leaguers, and J^J^ 
the establishment of peace with foreign powers, ^^q«'»k- 
did not happen for some time; but, through the 
wisdom and fortitude of Henry, every difficulty 
was surmounted ; the chiefs of the leaguers re- 
tired in disgrace to Rome and Brussels; and the 
king of Spain was glad to treat with the French 
king on his own terms. 

Henry now turned his attention to the situa- The edict 

ofNantci. 

tion of the Protestants, and bemg at Nantes on 
some state affairs, he published the famous edict 
which was named after that town. 

This edict having continued for a number of 
years as the safeguard of the reformed church, 
until it was basely violated by Louis the XlVth, 
deserves to be particularly noticed in this place. 
It was the work of four of the most able and 
judicious men in the kingdom, — Schomberg, 
Jeannin, De Thou, and Colignon ; and had en- 
gaged their attention jointly and separately for 
two years. It contained ninety-two articles, 
fifty-six of which were never registered. In 
these the king granted to the Protestants the 
free exercise of their religion, and all the rights 
of citizens, — a chamber which should sit in 
every parliament, composed of an equal number 
of Catholic and Protestant judges, and which 
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160M. $hould be called the Chamber of the Edict j — ibs 
privilege of holding general assemblies, subject 
to his pleasure, — the right of levying every 
year certain sums among themselves to support 
their cause, — the liberty of keeping some places 
of security for eight years, of which they should 
name the governors, — and the yearly snm of 
eighty thousand crowns for the maintenance of 
the garrisoitt. The edict also permitted the 
Protestants to print their own books on religion, 
without interruption or restraint. 

These privileges, however, were restricted to 
certain places, in which the Catholics were 
to enjoy equal liberty of worship. The Protes- 
tants were still to subject themselves to the 
poKce of the Roman church ; they were not to 
work publicly on holy days; were to pay the 
dues, and to serve in the parish offices; and 
grievous penalties were to folk)w if they trou«- 
bled the ceremonies of the ecclesiastics by any 
irreverence, either of words or actions. The 
king had to encounter many obstacles to esta^ 
blish this edict, and it was not ratified by the 
parliament till the following year, when it was 
sent to be carefully preserved in the archives 
of the church at Rochelle. 

Thus the Protestants acquired a confirmatioa 
of those privileges for which they had so loi^ 
been fighting ; aixl it was evi^^ent that Henry, 
being firialy fixed upon the throne, granted them 
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even more from inclination than from duty* jm6-9. 
To shew his regard still further, he raised -two 
Protestant gentlemen to the dignity of the 
peerage. 

Besides the chamber of the edict at Pari^, 
which took cognizance of the vexations to which 
the Protestants were liable in that neighbour- 
hood, and extended to Normandy and Britatiy, 
they had a kind of inferior parliament at Castres, 
independent of that at Toulouse, and some 
chambers also at Grenoble and Bourdeaux, 
which were half Catholics and half Protestants. 
Their churches at the same time assembled in 
synods, like the Gallican church. These, with 
many other privileges, incorporated the reformed 
with the rest of the nation. It was indeed 
tying enemies together; but, says Voltaire, 
" the goodness, the address, and the authority 
of this great king, kept them united during his 
life." The churches enjoyed peace, and multi- 
plied and prospered. 

A deluded wretch, of the name of Ravaillac, The king 
terminated the reign of this excellent prince, by 22SS!" 
stabbing him to the heart in his coach, while 
passing through the streets of Paris. The rea- 
son he assigned for this act was, that he be- 
lieved the king to be in his heart a Protestant, 
and to be detested by the people. He had no 
accomplices in this act; for no sooner was Henry ^^j^^ ^^ 
dead, than his loss was felt by the whole nation : thenatioa. 

F 
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i5M^. ^ven the Catholics reAised the assassin their 
prayers, and never was royal worth more ho- 
noured than in the universal sorrow which per- 
vaded the land at this moment The family of 
the Bourbons have used the memory of their 
ancestor, Henry the Fourth, as a passport to 
recover their throne; and while the pages of 
history continue to trace the wisdom of his 
measures, the mildness of his govemm^t, the 
condescension of his character, and the benevo- 
lence of his heart, this lamented prince must 
be handed down to posterity as Henrt the 
Great. 
1610. Louis XIII. succeeded his father at the as^e 
of nme years. The queen-mother was n^am 
regent, and immediately confirmed the edict of 
Nantes, which Louis afterwards confirmed again 
when he ascended the throne. But Louis was a 
Hu cha. weak prince, the tool of his flatterers, and a 
superstitious bigot Voltaire charges the Pro- 
testants with a turbulent disposition, because 
they troubled the minority of this sovereign; but 
surely they had sufficient reason to be dissatis- 
fied when they saw the whole system of the 
government changed, and Spain and Rome 
paramount in the cabinet; and were they to 
blame, after what they had suflTcred, in taking 
precautions against the probable consequences 
of such a change? The Jesuits, who had been 
banished for attempting tlie Kfe of Henry IV. 
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in 1594, were restored by diis fanatic, and ac* itit. 
quired coniplete influence over his mind. The 
queen-mother was sent into exile, intrigue fol* 
lowed inti igue in the court, one distinguished 
personage after another was assassinated or 
sent to the scaffold, the civil wars were again 
renewed, though on a smaller scale and of 
shorter duration, and the nation was continually 
in alarm. 

Cardinal Richelieu attained to the rank of i«H* 

Character 

prime minister, by publishing: a scandalous libel of 

. iT> 1. ,1/* Rlcheliea. 

agamst the Protestants, and contmued the favou- 
rite of Louis during the remainder of his reign. 
He was a man of consummate talents, and all 
his schemes were crowned with complete success. 
He could wield the sword of steel better than 
the sword of the Spirit, and acquired no small 
influence over his master by the reduction 
of Rochelle, which he besieged during a 
whole year, and which was the strong hold ie85. 
of the Protestants, and by the general success 
of his military enterprizes against that unhappy 
people. 

The Cardinal now domineered over the re^Histyiaa^ 
formed church, for its most distinguished leaders "^* 
were no more, and it was deprived of all the 
power of resistance which it once possessed. 
All the edicts which had been previously granted 
in favour of the Protestants were considered in 
the light of treaties with their sovereigns; but 
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Ui5. Richelieu resolved that the instrument, for the 
security of the privileges wjiich they should 
enjoy in future, should be termed the edict oj 
grace. The king thus assumed the right of a 
lord to controul in place of a party to agree ; 
he took away the liberty of worship from some 
of the most distinguished Protestant towns, and 
allowed them only the name of the edict of 
Nantes, as the basis of their remaining free- 
dom. 

^ " It seems strange," says Voltaire, " that the 
Cardinal de Richelieu, so absolute and so auda* 
cious, had not abolished this famous edict; but 
he had then another design, perhaps yet more 
difficult to accomplish, though not less adapted 
to the extent of his ambition and the pride of 
his heart. He was panting for the glory of sub- 
jugating minds ; and he thought himself capable 
of achieving it by his talents^ his power, and his 
policy. His project was to gain over some 
preachers, to induce them in the first place to 
admit tliat the Catholic worship was not criminal 
in the sight of God ; and then, to concede to 
M Jhem, by degrees, some points of minor import- 
ance, which, in the eyes of the court of Rome, 
he hoped would appear to be granting them 
nothing. He thought he could delude some of 
the reformed, and influence others so far by 
presents and favours, that at least it would seem 
he had united them to the church, and that 
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time would finish what he had begun : for him- i635. 
self he regarded only the glory of having either 
accomplished or prepared this great work. The 
famous Capuchin Joseph on the one side, and 
two ministers on the other, entered upon this 
negociation; but it appeared that the Cardinal 
de Richelieu had presumed too much upon his 
abilities, and that it is more difficult to recon- 
cile theologians, than to make dikes upon the 
ocean." 

Foiled in his attempts, the Cardinal now 
resolutely opposed himself to the Protestants. 
The edicts in their favour were violated every 
day, and innumerable remonstrances were made 
to the government, but in vain. 

The Protestants sent the celebrated Amyraut . '^** , 

•^ Aayraut 8 

to court, to complain of these infractions of the J?*"'®" ^" 
edicts. Richelieu would not allow him for a 
whole fortnight to approach the king, requiring 
him to yield the privilege of delivering his 
speech standing, as the other ecclesiastics were 
accustomed to do, and to supplicate on his 
knees; to which Amyraut refused compliance, 
with as much address and inflexibility as the 
proud Cardinal, and gained his point respecting 
the etiquette: but though he was very gra- 
ciously received, he was unable to obtain the 
redress for which he was sent. 

The Protestants saw the storm approaching, ^,if^;^ 
aad many of them immediately fled, among {J*^'^^; 
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icM. whom were Amyraut, Mestxezat, and atht^ 
ministers of distinguished piety and learning. 
Some took refuge in England ; but Laud being 
then in power, they only escaped from the 
hands of one papistical tyrant to fall into those 
of another, who speedily obliged them to quit 
their expected asylum, and to seek safety else- 
where. 
Riche- Richelieu adopted the most inveterate mea* 
cuUiM.' "sures against the Protestants, and determined 
completely to crush them, but he was prevented 
from executing his designs by the distractions 
of the court. His ambition made him many 
enemies. The great men of the kingdom, part 
of the royal family, and some members of the 
house of Austria, were among their number; and 
sometimes even Louis himself was provoked 
against him. 
Hb^eatb -^^^^ having reduced the reformed church of 
France to a state of impotency, from which it 
has never been able to recover, this ambitious 
man, overwhelmed with cares, was stopped in 
his career by the irresistible hand of deatii, wTiich 
removed him unexpectedly from the public scene 
of action in the fifty-eighth year of his age. He 
left all his plans of aggrandizement incomplete, 
and died unpitied by the world ; even his prince 
smiled when he saw him in the agonies of 
deatb, and seemed to rejoice in his approaching 
dehverance from the fascinations of his favourite; 



Digitized by 



Google 



REFOBMfiD CHURCH OF FRAKCE. 71 

ft>r wben he was told that he had expired, ]^4ik 
he coolly replied, " It is a great political death.'' 
— Sic transit gloria mundi ! 

The year following Louis died, as little la- ims. 
meated as the Cardinai He was in the forty* louuxib. 
third year of his age. He had not one aniiabl4 
quail ty« Nothing but flattery could gain his 
favour; and it was truly said, "he loved without 
esteeming, aawi he ^esteemed without loving."— 
But, notwithstanding the' persecutions of this 
reign, the Protestants had greatly increased, and 
their numbers now amounted to not less than 
two millions, — thus resembling the palm tree, 
whidi beneath the pressure re?ives and flou- 
rishes. 

Louis XIV.. succeeded his father in. the fifth loom xit. 
year of his age. During his minority tl)e queen- 
mother was entrusted with the afiairs of the 
kingdom, and Cardinal Mazarine, a creature of^u^^ 
Richelieu's, was made prime minister. The edict '^**^*^*'**- 
of Nantes was again confirmed, and the con- 
firmation was repeated when the king was of 
age. But Mazarine intended to complete the 
plan begun by his predecessor, and the revoca- 
tion of tliat edict was the darling scheme which 
be never failed lo impress upon the mind of the 
yftung king. 

, Cplbert, the minister of finance, being a firm 
friend to peace and a promoter of the arts, 
employed numbers of ,the Protestants to assist 
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1664. in the public improvements which were made 
during this reign, in the manufactures as wcsH 
as in the marine. The Chancellor Le Tellier, 
and Louvois his son, were his enemies, and 
wished to destroy the Protestants because Col- 
bert protected them. The Clergy, the Jesuits, 
and the court of Rome, were not behind in for- 
warding this godly work. Louis never took the 
trouble of inquiring into their creed, but as they 
and the government had always been at war, he 

The king's thought the better way was to extirpate them. 

*o thTprL When he was therefore relieved from the burden 

tesunta. ^^ thosc civil wars which long endangered his 
throne after his accession, he began to make 
war upon his best subjects, and turned even the 
loyalty of the Protestants against them ; for as 
their exertions against his enemies had mate- 
rially served the cause of the king, he very 
sagaciously reasoned, that those' who could so 
signally aid in the preservation of the state had 
power to overthrow it ! 
1670. Now began a series of cruelties at which 

tics. nature revolts, and Christianity shudders, though 
committed under her professed sanction. These 
had occasionally appeared in the early parts of 
the reign, but the succeeding fifteen or twenty 
years witnessed their severe and complete inflic- 
tion. Rochelle was burdened with proscriptions. 
Montauban and Millau were sacked by the sol- 
diers. Popish commissioners were placed over 
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all the affiurs of the Protestants. Orders were i«70. 
issued to examine all their transactions for the 
past twenty years, and on the testimonies of 
false witnesses many innocent victims were 
thrown into prisons and dungeons, and con- 
signed to the whipping post, the galleys, or 
banishment. Persons were forbidden to em- 
brace the Protestant faith. Soldiers were quar- 
tered in the houses of the Protestants, to con- 
tinue there till they would change their religion. 
Their churches were shut up on the most frivo- 
lous pretences ; and if the order was not obeyed, 
they were razed to the ground. Many, through 
extreme punishment, had embraced the Catholic 
religion, and when their consciences smote them, 
they were subjected to the most severe decrees 
as relapsed heretics. Their pastors were prohi- 
bited from exercising any discipline over their 
flocks. Intennarriages with the Catholics were 
not allowed. Children of tender years were 
separated from their parents, and obliged to 
embrace the Catholic religion. Their colleges 
were suppressed. The printing of books was 
prohibited to them, and those which were 
printed were seized by the government. Their 
ministers were not allowed to officiate in one 
place more than three years. They were frc^ 
quently punished for preaching on the ruins of 
their demolished churches; and, at length, were 
forbidden to preach at all. All offices, trader 
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1610. privileges, and employments^ were taken away 
from the refofmed. Their meetings were not 
permitted to be held in private houses. Their 
sick and dying were not allowed any but Catholic 
itE^ifi- P^'^^^s ^o attend them. The edict of Nantes, 
Sdict of ^^^^ Henry IV. bad declared irrevocable, was 
NANTES, abolished. A decree was passed to banish the 
Protestants from the country, and when they 
would willingly have obeyed it a severe penalty 
was annoimced against all who attempted to 
escape. The rack, the dungeon, and the scaffold^ 
were alternately us^ as instruments of punish* 
xneiity and every cruelty inflicted which satanic 
malignity could devise. The dragoons, who 
were quartered upon the people to convert tbem, 
exercised all kinds of cruelty, with the clergy at 
their liead^ They half-roasted the unhappy suf- 
ferers, stuck them with pins from bead to fopt^ 
fut and ^shed them with pen-knives^ and led 
them up and down the rooms by the nose with 
»ed-hot pincers, to make them turn Catholics. 
Th^e.form a small part only of the atrocities 
committed; but, for the honour of human 
nature, let a veil be drawn over the rest 

The effiwrt of the measures bow resorted to 

may be, in some degree, conceived from die 

effects of fbllowinff narrative of the church at Metz. 

the new , n i n n \ ' 

edict. M, Ancillon, one of the four pastors of this 
church, received information on Saturday, the 
asd of October, 1685, in the evenkig, from 
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M. de Corberon, procureur general, that a decree im$. 
had been received from the king to prevent the 
exercise of the reformed religion both at Metz 
arid throughout the country, and that on the . 
Monday the pleasure of his majesty would be 
more fijUy known. This news threw both pastor 
and people into the utmost consternation ; and^ 
on tlie morrow, a very considerable number of 
the reformed left the town. Nothing was to be 
seen on the roads which lead to Germany but 
carriages of all kinds, laden with women and 
children, and men greatly fatigued accompanying 
them on foot. The sabbath, which proved a 
day of mourning and desolation, was followed 
by a day yet more alarming : that edict, which 
agreeably to the language and determination of 
the Great Henry, was to hejirm and stable for 
ever, was revoked by a decree of Louis XIV. at ' 
the solicitation of the widow Scarron, and the 
Jesuits, who were the counsellors of this woman* 
It was registered on the 25th of October in the 
parliament of Metz, and the same day the temple 
was demolished; so eager was the spirit (^ 
persecution ! The four pastors, accompanied to 
the frontiers by an immense population, set off 
by the Moselle, and gained Frankfort upon the 
Maine. Ancillon retired to Berlin, where he was 
favourably received, and appointed preacher to 
the Grand Elector. The worship of the reformed 
thus terminated at Metz; but what wer^ the 
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i««5. consequences? This town lost a thircl of its 
population; the reformed, so far from being 
induced to change their religion by the dragoons 
which the Count De Bissy had quartered upon 
them, were only strengthened in their reso- 
lution to persevere in the faith and to fly from 
punishment ;. by which emigration Metz lost its 
commerce and its splendour. This assertion, 
however bold and exaggerated it may appear, 
is a . truth supported by the testimony of 
all who are well informed on the subject. 
M. Turgot, intendant at Metz from 1696 to 
1700, does not conceal the fact, that the de- 
cline of Metz sprung from this fatal emigration. 
**The principal and richest inhabitants,'* says he, 
" are withdrawn, and commerce has suflfered 
from their departure, because the Catholics, who 
succeed them, supply their places but very im- 
perfectly ; for," continues he, " it is not easy to 
replace their credit in the foreign cities where 
this town has all its commerce, and this wiM 
always be an evil which m«st happen from their 
past emigration.*' This was written in 1699, in 
an historical memoif sent to the king. 

More than forty tanners, toymen, jewellers, 
and goldsmiths of this place, all the grocers, and 
all the factors, were of the reformed religion, and 
'almost all of them quitted their ungrateful and 
cruel country ; they went with regret to carry 
their riches and their industry into Germany 
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and Prussia. To Berlin, as being the residence la^s 
of AnciUon and his sons, they felt powerful 
attractions; and that city, which was the capital 
of a rising state, owed much of .its subsequent 
prosperity to the French reformed. 

Thus by this impoUtic measure no less than 
eight hundred thousand persons were driven 
from France, and these the richest manufacturers 
^nd the most ingenious and industrious people 
of the kingdom; for, as the Protestants, could 
never depend upon acquiring the honours of the 
state, they had always had recourse to com- 
merce to maintain their influence and procure 
support. Twenty millions of property were car- 
ried away by these fugitives ; and in addition to 
the states already mentioned, Denmark, Holland, 
and England, opened their arms most cordially 
to receive them. The Prince of Orange offered 
to build a thousand houses for them at Amster- 
dam, and the English government made yearly 
grants for their support, which continue to some 
of their descendants to this day, with whom 
they are to expire. The silk manufactory at 
Spitalfields owes its origin to this emigration. 

Some distinguished Protestants lost their lives 
in this fatal persecution, among whom was the 
pastor Chamier, who had drawn up the edict of - 
Nantes. The name of Chamier has long been 
venerated by the Protestants, and he ranks 
among the number of illustrious martyrs. 
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IMS. Several ministers distinguished them^Ives 
during the progress of these proceedings, by re- 
monstrating with the government, and vindi- 
cating the cause of the oppressed. Among 
these were Du Bose and Claude: the former 
pleaded most powerfully before the king, so as 
to charm him with his eloquence, and the latter 
was the undaunted opponent of Bossuet, and all 
the Popish ecclesiastical writers. These divines, 
with Basnage and others, took refuge in Hol- 
land. Abbadie joined those at Berlin ; and Dr. 
Allix, with some of his brethren, came to Eng- 
land. Many families went to Geneva, among 
whom was the celebrated Saurin, who after- 
wards settled at the Hague. 

Four hundred thousand Protestants yet re- 
mained in France, and it was deemed an easy 
thing to bring these to subjection. They were 
compelled to go to mass and to receive the com- 
munion, but some would not swallow the wafer 
after liaving taken it from the priests, for which 
crime they were condemned to be burnt alive. 
The bodies &f those who would not receive the 
sacrament at the hour of death, were dragged 
upon hurdles, and thrown into the common 
sewers, 
conrai^cof NotwithsJtandiug these persecutions the Pro* 

the Protes- ,11 1 . t 

lams. testants assembled every where to smg psaimSy 
in spite of the punishment of death decreed 
against tJidse who should bold a^semblies.^ This 
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punishment was decreed against those ministers issi. 
also who should re-enter the kingdom, and 
a large reward was oflered to such as would 
denounce them. 

About this time Pierre Jurieu, a minister ofitinea^t 
great talents, but of a warm imagination, wrote siatn. 
a commentary on the Revelations, in which he 
attempted to enforce an opinion upon tlie world, 
that Williaai the Third, whp now reigned in 
England, was raised up by Providence to deliver 
it from Antichrist. He made himself a number 
of enemies among the judicious part (rfthe Pro- 
testants; but the more zealous fled to arms, and R«beiiio« 
relied for success upon the truth of his prophc- twtanti. 
cies. This rebellion became rather extensive in 
Languedoc and the neiglibouring countries, in 
the war which broke out a few years after- 
wards. 

Among those who perished at this period was Execation 

the celebrated pastor Claude Brousson, who was Bronsaoo. 

broken alive upon the wheel, under the foul 

charge of exciting a spirit of revolt He died 

Math the heroism of a primitive martyr. 

In a few years the rebellious dispersed, after Oispersio* 
, *- - of the re- 

three marshals of France had m vam been sent beiRow. 

to subdue them, and after many lives had been 

lost in attacking them in their strong holds, 

in dens, woods, rocks, and caves, where they 

baffled all the efforts of the milftary to effect 

their destruction. Those who escaped joined 
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iioi; their persecuted brethren in the Protestant 

countries. 

The re- The rcvocation of the edict of Nantes long 

f^'ion** ^^ checked the progress of the reformed church in 

cFMWd ia France ; and by the loss of a million and a half 

France, ^f subjccts, and the sacrifice of the manufkcturing 

interests of the kingdom, that wise monarch, 

Louis XIV. who is still absurdly called the 

Great, effected this triumph over the religious 

liberties of his people ! 

stateofthc From this time the Protestants who remained 

were obliged to assemble together for devotional 

purposes by stealth- They liad no more pastors, 

but they came to their religious assemblies 

from great distances, and, like the primitive 

Christians when under Pagan persecution, they 

worshipped God in dens and caves of the earth. 

Some worthy men, with truly apostolic zeal, 

visited the churches which were found in this 

condition, and in the exercise of their functions 

passed through the greatest dangers and the 

most violent persecutions, from which they 

could have escaped only by the miraculous 

interposition of Providence. 

ni5, Louis XIV. died at the age of seventy-seven, 

E^uJI'mv. aft^*" having reigned seventy-two years, during 

which time he had seen four Kings in Sweden^ 

four in Denmark, five in Poland, five in Portugal, 

three in Spain, four in England, three Emperors, 

and nine Popes. The French idolize the memory 



Digitized by 



Google 



E£mmi0 csvitcK at nAscz. 81 

of- thki pmi€6^ 9^d dvstbB^gaiah hUm^ as "befdre ob* ]i». 
Mrvedyby the name of Lmds the Great. He was 
ceitaunly the patroa of Uteratiire and the arts, but 
it MTss then the Aii^stiae age of £urope, andmsciM. 
other coontries during his reign could boast of 
inen Equally renfiviriied with the Uta^t^i of France, 
and princes usqiially dispoised to protect tibem. 
He wais alsd Glt£AT in iann^ for he had a nntne- 
mw J)opulatton fond of military glory; but his 
aivertireciiting ambitibn, like a scorching sun, 
wintered his laurels in his declinitig daysj In 
Ms doneslic character he was a volaptuary and 
a sensuarlist; in his religious character he was 
soperatitious, and the tool of the Jesuits ; and in 
his political character he was cruel and saff* 
gttinary. Hit career was marked by blood; — 
bjkDod sli^d in perpetual foreign wars at the 
CWitnencemetit of liis reign, and drawn from 
the vtltis of thousands of his Protestant suIh 
jectsi towards its conclusion. In short, we 
lAay f|um u^ his character by saying, in one 
WQ^d,- be Was a. Tyrant^ and indelible infamy 
must 'Stain his metnoiy as long aa the faiths . 

ftti pen of history shall record: the cnieUics 
ittflfcted by fHE m^ocATiosr of the Jtiuer ot 
Nawtto! 

Louis XV. succeeded his great-g^ndfather Lovnxr. 
as Kiiig of France. This prince was too much 
oocopied with his gallantries to trouble himself 
about the' consciences of his subjects^ He 

o 
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iTss-M. found the Protestants under ot>preABHm, and' be 
left thbm so. NibtoriouB cruelties were not in^ 
deed eixercised during bis reigH) as in the reigns 
of Charles DC and Louis the XlVtb, bat some 
blood was spilt in the cause of jreUgifm. . A 
Several minister was executed at MofttpeUier! in 17*9, 
wcauS. anotlser at. the same-pl^ot in ITfi^^and. fotoic 
gfeatr severities were inflicted/ tt.>TQfiloitse m 
IK62, where M^ Rdcfaette^ a minister^ ^t^QMd 
the pimi^ment of death. .The reformed; always 
worshipped by st^lth,: for their meetings Were 
bdd . illegal ;< and till the war of ^7S9^ even 
the smallest villages had gatrisons, . the aole 
abject of which was to prevent religious, asfii&tn* 
falies, :and to pursue the ministers.^ Kotwi^ 
standing, these interdictions^ they ofjtin oongffe- 
gated in va&t numbens, and eiijayed their wocsfa^ 
in the open air^ Sometimes they chose^a sloping 
hill, formed lilte an amphitheatre, on. the de- 
clivity, of which the people sat, with hieaps of 
stones for their benches, the pulpit, being ^placesd 
at the bottom :^ here in some! parts five! or six 
Large ai- thouiand 'softils . wotild assemble, on. ordinary OCT 
^retfor casaonsi, and at f their solemn feasts I eight, f or ten 
worship, thousand. .-Soraetimfis in summer jthdy^worr 
shipped in large caves, where they vs^^et sbel- 
o . -;tened=fram the ray^ of) tjtejsutt* and -*^here the 
echo assisted tlxe voice of the. ministten ht othci 
tinae^ the^^ meetings w^re hiald at tiight in a^BOO 
secludedspbt^ ^preaehoi^ wouldrperhaps arrive 
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lAttl]^ evening, cony;o)cQ a reUgipus m^etiog;^ ni^M- 
^esichf aad deg?rt.f . . 

. PtinUboiiieat^ and cf ueU treat]»i^nt 911 accpuat, iTes. 
ef^ religion begau juffv, to ce^se in th^ great^v 
part. of thip jirovi|ic^$i a^d, relig^pxis ^e^mt^li^, 
Mrerie 9^ Ulttle lol^rated ; ^ujt this depeiujecl yerjf, 
iwohj uppn , ths;:^ispq«i|;iwis. of thp governors^ 
qomniAiH^pts, ^^nd^ in^endants of tbe. piwince^ 
Af^ts i>f se vpr Ity. we^ «tiJl pccasicfoally qx/ei:9is€^ 
The parliament ;of Grenoble :cp^de«n,9fl to, flpat^ it 64. 
pije of the miniat^i? who had preac^ejdl^ ifls ^hc ^ \^ 
df ^iert;. and as hi* pecsonir could nqt l^e. ob^ined, ' .; 
he:,was burnt in efl^gy at Mens. ; ; .... ^ . . * * \ 
I, At Orange, in t)jie;departn;ient of^Vauclusfj^Protei. 
jabouVj^flty; iPro^&tjuits, .pien,. .wpijfi^, and turbedat 
^bUdrepy w>thppt,a;,pi^t9^-,.wei^e asseniibled to- '*"**' 
gsii^r pn, u ,sabb?"th.^3r, t^ xq^d^ the hply Sjcripr 
|t^ce9^ with, one of, Sa^rin's sefin9iif, ^^d to.sj|.i^ 
|)palm$;wben^^wddenly ;they .wprcj ,surgrise(di by 
fm:atmedfqrc^^ bu^ they con^i^^pd ,thje;se;]^ice. 
Mwy^:Oi:d«r^; iw^jiffi. vociferated for. tb^ip^tft^ disr 
pf5r«0Pf) vWichi^h/sy jf^arle&sly, djisfjQgarde4. Thf 

I* -^ * »'i /•.,;«,.{ :, . , ;.,.-,,» .1 ".'/ . .-i 
t ;f.M>yRcfii^^tP«^yef pirtaclv^d.^QC forty, ly^^/it j^kol^fia 
Dapphin^l apd the C^yeDnes, whither he repaired ad differ^ t 
times, in 1^44, by a clecree of the parlia;ineiit of Grenoble, a 
price was set upon 'hi8**^elid; biit alfhiujfli eolifln^a]|yiptinti6il, 
Jiii> 9ea^ eiir^«d. him t^ f^ery^ place whei^ P****?'* w^r^ needed, ,^ . 
|{e. iQMrried forty .couple in one single night, and baptized ninetj^ 
children. His arduous- work teriniuaied only with his life. 
l>nring' the Revoluttoti he entered into hisi'est, deeply hcr^aHint; 
tlie Mi Of tim^c^rolm thfii ^nffoiiig imffqir #ppr9Mi<iB< < ; - 
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iiU. grfdicrt tht^atened to fire, and yet th*y re- 
mained perfectly composed, nor did eitbcr 
\<r6ttien ot children dtsiovet the sn^altest liymp* 
tdtm of trepidation. At length the ba^&ntttti 
^ttt fix6d, dhd th^ \V^8hip eieslkld, Wheti sodie 
df tht ptiticijiat geiitTinifen df the aiseittWjr 
stepped feri^ard, de!iVlei^fed eh«nsel'r^& Mp M 
htJStagSd for the tt^iy arid dbtiltied thfeir Hbefty. 
iHtit Virere tJrtoxm int6 prisoti, arid aftct two 
tecWthi* eonfineinent wert Hbei*ated. 
CM\ dSf. tht iivtl disabilities to which thi«8« of)pre5ded 
luh^ pe6p!c ^^ert jidbjetf ted Were yet Very gi^at i thty 

itir* were excluded fr6m sill public eihplbpttitttsi atod 

.; ; . their chlldten werie coAtiriuany ?n dang*# of 
Ibrfng thfflr patf itnonikl tight*. TUtif ntar^kiJgtt 
attd ba|f)tliyriS wei^c perfbrnted in th^*rtr<%dti^by 
Xh^ di^pl^itis of the foreign aintMlidad6H, dttd ^ 
the couhtty they Waited th« occ«*ibriil Visft* ^ 
thote dfevoted trieii, Wh6 vintui^ed to break t* 
thfem thA biicid 6f Irfe. BAt tlie liiW did riftt 
"recogriize these cerethohi^s; aitd tlieir AotA'ihik 
leltcity Wii greatly Impairid by thfe ftiat of liol 
being able to transmit their property to their 
thiklr^n, whidi some diSKttit fciridred -WAdld 
claim Ibefore the 'tnt)unkTs, by hull1i5^iiig tHfe 
legitiHiacy of the Protestant heirs. 

m(K Cniel persecutions were soitoetitates th* isatt- 
sequence of not baptizing their children ih thfe 
Ca,tholic church, and several persons^ were im- 
prisoned amd exiled by ^MiBMk^caofmt ibt this 
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fwnfr Qaf npfarmei mrm^t was J^wfi ^<^ W!f 

jfer sewr^l yjear»„?p4 the iiej^rinpd no l9i\ger flif^ 

»ft«ci^li€!»Jsipe}|ce.m,sotjife^i^cesn(et apf^ct ^y 
thp p^rpq9e jn Hi)? ^wi^sf pf ^^e ,tpwm w,ba:^ 
tt»?y resi4ef|. . _ 

, t9ui8Xy«i4ied,Qfti|?(e|S»u^p<»^aft^ haying m4. 
rpigD€«l ftfity-nuwB y^^aw, 

waa a,ipiikl ^ .to^canit ^iqce, ,bm}; 1^ n^.vf^ 
^^t ^t'gfcvi^g bU Protestant »^bjcic^ )tb«r]ty 
till the embarra^ise4 .^ta^ of pvbli|9 a£EutH 
f^ei^ it afJv;i^I^ |to coppilijate *11 paiities. 
X^^,«arth^ he)a9fcrefQ<lied ,|he t^r^ne, a minifttj^ 
W^ th^^wi^ !»^ |M!«w»f thi*e ,n»flmi<9, fcr pjMv 
fprmvf^ #vili« fi^mcp, i»nd in 1776 aii^stsxwerp 
iMi»«4 i^aiwit ,$^vtei;»l Cor .publicly .^^gagi^g^^ 
TRprsbip. . 

y,6t inittgafuQfft of .tcd^ratipn spmetimes oc* mt. 
«vn«d, and pj;«imi9ed spine improvemi^nt in tV ddaro* 
cii^c^Q^t^^i^ qfithfc reformed chu<:pb- 3o?n« forlJ/"" 
pioM« jJiMMttS ^<!re le^igagi^d in «|fivot«M^ le;^^- 
94fi«^ 4>Q :th« b^nk^ of the Qitpm^ miffin .their 
bigftttfd .Cj^thoUc neigbbpuc» f^s^nvbled ttifi 
gl$fiT^,^nd,9t,^vf ,p^a#aiatj|, u.ho, ,t» the wupiber 
<tf ,tlH«^, ,«|l, 9cn»«^» inv^^ttd t|»e ,spa|, with n 
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fii9. Vrcw l6* seize the minister, but he Was sufTered 
to escape. The*refotmed, to wbdm the groHtid 
l^lbngidd, cOiriplaihed 'of the * insult offered to 
-tHeiti by persons not having legal authority': 
iHis complaint was addressed to the cbnfmandant 
0? the place, who, being an lipright man, seift 
the complaint and the process verbal to the 
miBister. A few days after the ititendant or- 
dered' that no persons should be guilty of any 
arbitrary conduct towards the reformed. This 
fetter, from so respectable an authority, ^vt 
them new energy: one offered his garden, 
'* ' ' situated near stMne fortifications, to serve as a 
place for assemhiing ; Ihis was soon after meta* 

iTso. morphosed into a teinpTe, a church was organist 
here, and a consistory appointed. 

1788. Other societies were less fortunate. In Nor- 
proved mandy they were treated with great ngour: 
only par- ihc rcligious socicty of Dieppe was served with 
a kttre-de-taehety and the houses for worship in 
various communes were shut up during tbrefe 
months. Thus the toleration which was eil- 
joyed in some provinces was always precarious, 
being founded upon the individiid * opinion of 
the superior authorities, and the reformed were 
wholly deprived of their civil and p6litical rights 
A large proportion of the natives of France were 
not ilecognized is citizens, though they -were 
obliged to assist in bearing thfe biAlhens of the 
State ; they were married; and yet thfcy wetc not 
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th^ had children, and yet were^efiititufee of 
flairs; ttey were obliged to live.hDBestty, and 
yet were denied the advantage of any civil pro^^ 
fession ; they had a religimi^ but were allowed no 
MTonshi^; and they would fain- ha ve^ken refbge 
in-* the bosom of some country where they might 
have enjoyed the privileges which, the rights 
of > nature* ^llow ^ them, but they dared not 
endigrate I 

** We groan,'' says an enfigfatened' French Hardibipi 
writer, **-over the state erf" the Catholics Jn which thej 
England ; • they are uncomfortable, . but their race feUa. 
is not btiasted: English hatred against Popery 
has never expended so for a&. to inflict upon their 
families the desolating marks of concubinage^ 
and to bastardize their children : t\mt heirs in- 
bcfrit their property ; their noble famHies are not 
'reduced to the rimposMWity of j^roving their 
nobility, except by clandestine acts, inadniissible 
at their tribunals; and if the disgusts to which 
they -are expiosed in their country spem insup- 
portJable to them, they are allowed to emigrate, 
the ^gates of the = three kingdoms are open to 
them." This is a just picture of tl)e freedom 
enjoyed by Catholics it| the united kingdom; ^x^ 
it were to be wished that the writer could have 
described it in fewcf words, *' they have all the 
rights of citizens'^ But the world isvuow has^ 
tening to that state of perfection in knpwWgfi 
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iim. and 1e|^IitDPe» that it is to be mpecttd tbc 
^riod will «oon arrive when, in every ctivmtrj 
in the four quarters ef die globe, but efcpectaUy 
in poKihed Europe, ciral idisabilitieft fbr ppiaioBi 
in retigioli will be eteraally forgotteni. 
1787. "Hie oppineMions under which ^ r o fa inieJ 
thuTcb still gtxxined were the camet of jper* 
fyetual litigations, and the most dtstisgiuisiied 
{^Mnaieilors were ofteft called upon to plead Um 
rights of their children, against the unprincqMi 
olaimsJof the avancious Catholics, who, sei^g on 
the advantage aifonded by the laws, contimtaUy 
adi^ed to Uie bittemns of febeir oipfaan Mkte, by 
attemptitig to deprive them of tlieirbsC iuppoi^ 
in irhic^ alas, they were often but too snooessfiiL 
Edict in The celebrated Malesherbes, AL RnUiiiie^ 
thlp^^^and the Baron de Bieteuil, nobly stood forward 
^'"'^' to plead the cause of the suffener^ said tJ^ 
tnrltingti of Rabaut Saint Etienoe, pastor of the 
church at Ntmes, cenbiderably influenced the 
enlightcfned men of the nation, ibmI the g^teah 
liient^ in their favour. At lei^th the &nwm 
edict of Louis XVI* was annouoctod, whiich re- 
stored the Protestants to thehr civil i^hts, but 
it was iiot sanctioned by the pariiament W^iout 
some opposition ; and one entbosiatft etarted up 
in the assembly when it was discussedt and, 
presenting a crucifix, peremptorily inquued»4^ 
tke^ 'Were going to artmfy iJk Son >of ^ted 
afrtih? 
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ISmi eolkt mm of eovrse wcevmd "with fpttait utf. 
jo}r4iy;^.rdbciiifd» and tfaeir wligiom asacni«» 
faUes iMooiidcd widi prabe toGod, attdbleasiBKl 

the bendfoni work; yet it loiri; a poitbB of 
liMtt'iorecKtwhidi ii wimiM oitherwite fakve oli^ 
taiMd, bjr its being coupled wttb aaolher ibr 
procmiag a irery comideraUe loitt tp ttid <rf^ the 
eKbiai«Med finwioes <rf^ the ktsg^m. It mu 
tbcrefove considered More politic tfaam libeiail, 
M at iras a conomnon marie with a kind of price 
attichiod to it, asd mrfaich perhaps iu a shoit 
lime would have (been demandied by m peofile 
^ho were tbes aU tamii^ tbetr vieim tomnb 
ibe fights of sid^eets. 

As soon as tbii edkt was pidblUiod, the to* 
formed haflftened in crdwds to thelioiisei of the 
^QiyU ju^es»to truster their m&rrtageSi and the 
birthis of their HchUditm* In maa^ districts the ^ 
jtui^ies were 'ObKged to transport theoiaeliveft into 
the diflferent comnHines of itbetr jikriBdicti^ tip 
a^voiid the crowds and to ttpare the gieat ea^penoe 

, wbida these ^appiioatiotis woidd ha^e ocoaaioned 
to iuimeroiis families,; and m^vff instances oe- . 
curred in which old men were seen registork^ 
their 4»wa marrii|;e^ mitk that of their childneq, 
and grandcliildren. 

Thus these JMinhaf>py peopk; wiho had S4i&red 

' im tWK>'C6iftMries and m balf nnder a yoke, into- 
ierahie fas that of .the IssaeUtef in lEgypi, th^ 
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nn* uAg^cik I of perpetiial ^MBfsecutioiis iaool/ptmiih* 
fneats, cou^l at k^agth 'cnjbyAhihipfdfeffy in 
pcaee; aind.taiaiis^il tfaeiri inhvrbahoeoto^i tbetr 
bkHdt!en*i iTbis was^a > great i advttibe ftbwaB^ 
liberty^ and wat' the ^more appreciaited » tbef 
4!ttud beeA so^ kmg* k*e|)i^ivcd 6f tivery civil 'adtaa* 
tage; but y^et they- wene :4ttudibebmd other 
l^Veiicb citizedis, and by no meams «nj<^ycd an 
quality of rights ; the* p%nal lawi^ agdin^ tl^tlA 
ureve not abolished^ and fi^i^er in a political nor 
trdigious view were* they free* After all the 
lasses *to i\vh(i<^h they liad heen ex^sed fir6na 
-wav^ effiigmtionsy and puniahments, the number 
Kif the 'reformed was still reckoned lat four mit- 
lions, which was more than^ one sixth*xrf the 
popttUtioo of the: whole kingdom. ^ y . 
iTss. TlioMgh the debtee- of 17«7 had {iabstd in 
tiOTsuii -fevour df the ProtcstAtitsf,- ^«y "were still ill- 
'*°"""*^* tre at*d in thfe-exeiic-ise of^their ci\^!l and reli- 
gious rights ; arid ev6n in the month of Mareh, 
of the following year, a Mrarrant was issued 
again^rc M. ]VIordaunt, the i^astor ^of the churches 
at Dieppe and Luneraij because he had married 
a couple at Rouen, where one of the parties 
was a Gatholw-,^ notwithstanding that » he had 
attended to the formalities .prescfribed* by the 
decree of the last year. \ 

Another circumstance '^ill dhfeW the restrict 
tions 16 which their wonrinp was si/bjectfed. The 
refofitied of 'Stfasburg obtam^d Kbei^ty from the 
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king to build a place for wopsliipf in that town^ if«. 
feut permission was only granted oii condition 
that the exterim* of the >edtlice should not i» 
any if^ay anhduhce that it ^as a church! t 

The perplexed state of the finances obliged ns** 
•Mi Neekar, the king's mmistelr, to ai^emble'tb^ NATiowin. 
states-general, that riie deputies fnmi the vsU 
ribiis provinces might vote the n^cess^y siu{»plies, 
and the taxes Be raised by the consent of tht 
nation. Itartiediat^ly oh * theif assembling they 
distiisialed the question^ Whether it would not be 
advisable at such a crisis to vote together an 
one %ody, instead of dividing tlic clergy and 
peers from the commoners. This resolution 
was carried in the affirmative, and produced 
O'Ht National Assemblt. ' * 

This famous assembly proceeded rapidly to Oecrte fiu 
abridge tfte royal prerogative, and to discuss To PfUfi-. 
the rights of the people; and on the S 1st of*"*V ^^' 
'August it decreed an Article of the DefcluratitoA 
of Rights in these words; "Th6 law is tlie ex- 
pression of the general \in\\ ; Alt the cittwns 
have a right to concur personally or by their 
representatives at' its formation; it must be the 
^me for all, whether it protects or whethej^ it 
punishes ; all the citissens are equai ih ifs eyes^ 
ctnd art eqttaUy ddmissible to att dignities, phces^ 
and public emphymentiy without any dH^inctiom 
Jktt that of their virtues and taknt&r 

Ph the %5A of the sauie moiitb, in di^ 
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im. cnsMDg wothei: lAartklc, i$ iW», prffpqscid, tjbit 

IKK HMvi skculd if^ dUti$r^d far ,^k rej^im9 

pfinims,^ nor troubkdm *^ ^^rfUf qf hU .mUfifiti 

Rabaut Btmt fUiwPft who ws^ ^ in^ni|)ec/(>f t}» 

.. , ftatjooal fikSftWftWy, idelivcfed hin Jtl^(?i%^t&.upon 

. iiw Mi^^^ m wl)icb be ki^ qpcn ti>e g|rap4 

' prmc^e^up^n M^lw^h religious lil>e^^ 

which wejr^ Aft^rwskrcfe »cknowi/&if^4 ^y th^ <8A- 
umibiy, an4 whk^ have since Sferved d^ a b^^ 
^ the JaM^ rfii^MK^iii^g Ubert^y of wf^fhip^ 

Tfaf coined U^iiu^f an Imtf^fK^flffiXchwilt 
Dpt alkw i^ the insertion ^ all thi» 94miMs^ 
ftpee^ in w^ich lA^ eights of icpfiscif^pqe a^ 
ii^^n^ mth i^e gi^eartfisjt xiicet)v fua4 4pf^Jf4t4 
fWHh wviinpi^ coiMrace. 
ie«teiit*t " This liberty,'' said t^ i»»itor, ? i^ th^ HW)S» 
X7^ MCfed ^ all; ^ e^pes {the finpi]:e of qwen; it 
•^'•^ tek^ reftige in the depths .of the coin^cif^nGe ^ 
w w tnvioialrle «a,nctuary, where ps>^nu)rtal h90 
^ iligbt to pematmte ; it is this aloijie which ipen 
^ve jnok ^ubinitted to the common laws ^ 
j«oc4ety : jto cw^ra^i it is injustice ; ^to attack ijL 
^.sacrilege, 

^ " ^rs wicb is the differeince whic|i >^isitis 
l^tween Fifenchmen and fElr^ohmei^ that xhfi 
Protcftantts ai(e4epfivv.d of juan^ advant^gc^ .in 
scH:iety : Mo/ cn>8S» ,th^ honqufable ^i^ard Af 
Ihe coM^ge and serviq^s ren^red tp.the counUr}^ 
they are forbidd<?n tft ^eccixe; for it ,is to 4c- 
^five.paoa,^ ihcgiftwi-, m^ ^yronGhmcf^i qf >thc 
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ifeWattd df hmwiur, tob^y it with hypocrhy. In tm. 
fitt^ sif s, to fill "u^i Hie cn^^lstrre of their humitldrtion 
itidsofferitfgs, pro.^cribc?d m theiHhoiights, guHty 
ill their opihimi^, th^y ^rt deprived of the liblerty 
of professing their #cw»iahip; Tlie penal laws,-*^ 
ktld what ehecan thode laws l>e denorhinateid 
which 2i^t ftunded ttn the principle, that erro^ 
U i ^m^!-^the petiat lawci againb^ their woraliip 
hiV'e tt^ bieeii ab^Hshed } i"n tftany protinced 
they are rediiced' to celebH'Me it in the deitort:^; 
exposed to All tli^ intemperattce of the-deasons, 
to e^tti?tel thi^ftii^lved' lik^ ctitiiindfe fidttt the 
♦y* \oftlm Ii#i wr tather to tettdei* the la^ 
ridJititoAi by iti kijuitiee, in eluding atid innh 
Ikkigit'ev^fydiy. ^'' i - ■- -i-.^ - .•':-. 
-i '^B*ti^i¥.S «t>li ttW feV€fl tt>i««B»W rtfat I 
dembtid^ir b Hbei^y. Tol^rarteiet ptr/wttW! 
fttWfdcinl cl^fti^ncy l-^efift sb\Weigtily tinjuM 
lOWAYds the di^^ftttentB, if^ ^tofif^ ksUt stmtl 
wsmkm a' triitb;^ thftt iVIffertfi^c^ * 6f reltgfcdn^ that 
fliflfeneiiciitrf ^feio^ i% not a f^nr^^' iToterancel 
Ii^m&fitdi^at it^h6utd'be ^pr08tei4^d 'in rM 
tti#fir<o^*is»ititijiik word wrH'Oi^ly Wpreseht^tt 
ittvars ditz^^ wofthy of phy, as ^rimii^ls wh<d 
410 patdoAed, tlio^e whom kCQVS^^6^AV tSi^tii-^ 
lltMFCfes^^ edtic^iMi liave 6fi:«ti l«d tb think 
^MfeHently f^olti tl Error, 8h»$, is ti6t'« cJriniel 
he \vlio professes it fteCfeives it a* tritfr, and it 14 
\t(ith «0 hiUi i hte k% obliged ^ pta^ % btid att 
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Kiii . /M demand f<^ aU the- N(mTCat)i€4ks^wl)a^ 
yott dcroawd ^ar.youF)S€lv^;--:eqwlity of rights 
liberty, the libw^ty of th^ir r€%ipn, the liberty 
of thpir worship^ thp li^r.ty of celebra^ng it ift 
houses . cox^^Tiitfd fqr tl^t purpose, the a^wx- 
wee of npjl! , being .tiouWed in .tb© .^xercjs^ . of 
Iheir religion si>y. n^or^jthan ymn^m wytmr^ 
^i^i the perfect ^^surwce pf Mpffipfo^terf 
Wte yvQUi as mu^J> a^ yqu, and ift the samQ 
niftQneFas yofti, by^tbeicDmmonil^w. « 
^ . :" You jjarej toQ^wise, sii^, to copiYert; relig^ofii 
ipto aa objejcij of iselfi-Jovei,. apd to .^ub^it^te an 
iiitpl^f^ce.of.yanity.foF an mtokninee of pridk 
and dominattpn, which* during^ ahnost fifteen 
centuries, has shed torrents ofJi^lood. ^YpuM^ 
jot,Jbie sitrpfiied) that^Jtherie arej>njen..whQ;thfnk 
diflft^wtlyi frQ^ft .youj who wk?r§hip Gf»d, id 
another /matkne^r ftliaa y^ui; jand y0u wiH :iwA 
regRi-d the dk^sity of thftU^tats 41^: a wroqg 
Wihicliilis dpne:to.550itu. . lAstiaiejted j % iheJong 
aiidiSaiHg^a^j ej^eriencei f^' i^g^yi^imimctfA 
bgr i^he!)/*iiUs of .your, fathers, j ^^ ;%f:theit 
mefi*pd ffiiisf€«itfwp<«,77-{yQi*>w^Lf^ 

di^gyfit^ qglvRi^h J^be fete?[d,of;ftiir;fe||9»(TBili#eMi 
it,A^ till)? fPirQiwJ^ ^>,t^e«»irtiipq?->rig^ 
h^vfi .l^eei^tpQjppg un,l^no[wn ;, ^t ,4s^4fliift tfi J^ 
^M Wjiis^ij^pgrs. which ^pji^ted thwlfrojtf 
^h Wd ^ m^^^^. \ov^jL^^q}mtvyw^h)mf, 
proscrife?cJ ihSW ^ ?J>g??<i tibkfjn /}-9BM**:boji»Jti 
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> " Yoil are to6 wise^siFs^ toinia^& thatit lias ii». 
been teserveti for youto^accompiish what ntani 
kind have i^t been. able. ta. ^fifect )durh3g sisc 
thousand years,— *to >^itdute ^Inien^to one aad 
die same worship* You do « not sapp6se that it 
bos been reserved for /the national afisembly tu 
destroyija imridtylin^hichihasahvays: existed^ ndB 
that yoiiipossess/anrightt which God ;htih^l£ 
has not exercised.- ; t ;»/:!,! ./ ::rt '..• ; '; 

*f I rslipptwss, sirs; ia ' cre\l»d lof inotivefe MdSkh 
shouU rmul(£r twor milhchis!'^ ej^j^unfertunatefi imbe^ 
fesJtipg[t'aiarf ^ddar' t^ryaEU-; they cduld ^preseirt 
themsi^lvestto^youiyeti&iatnttd whktbe Uaod/of 
their t iodter^ ami th^y :Conld| shew:.ynui:tiie 
toarfcs'ofitiwir pwinfettt^rsL Myx(^uii4ryJftfrci^ 
and I wish, like it, to forget the evils which: wd 
liare fi»faated mkh > iv BxtAtjthcu^ntateTAtv^! of . , # 
wbich>wQ8}4ia]^'efafce»tliie sdif/vi(ttiims\ Wfeatr:! '"',;! 
ask is, \ttiat it\ shdwiAtseif ^woi^by ofi libjBDty in 
cfetiifauitiAg^it e«pialiy^tG^ialL tWc^itl^nsvvwkhjpiit 
^i^tinctidii. df. jaakt' btrtb^N ot ^ rdigionv alad . that 
yow^^ve tD.thevvdmeiMJmits W^ you t^e lot 

* TJbQ ^tftepents respe9tiiig: the number of the Ffpnch prptes- 
tants are^so mach at Variance, that the inquiries of the Translator 
da this 'Jibjecl ti^ve heet^^^erpeit^ly'hisAtd!, fW reader o^iik 
h»99.9i99&fiAilihz\nm/i7m t»i^fwi?ow»pwfrtito^fiMM*^*f 
faurmilli(fi^; <(Q4;as |be fi.rstb«ip^aJking.oHt of the re volution pouljl 
not have so ibuefa reduced their nutnbers/one or other of these 
gfktcmStAi^ii hai^ tieeii i^^M-ecti Perhaps the-^ bbtt^ vtraj i4 
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mm At tfab nttiog it K^as decreed, that ^fK> Me 
be iro$Med Jar his t^m$n$j even of a rtUgiome 
kindy promded timt tkeir pubUcaiian d9 not disturb 
ikepubUc »dcr established bjf law J* 
Another By a deciec of the Mth of December, tlie 
dMm. Protestanto weve admitted to the privHei^ of 
elector^ and t« ai share m ail the degrees of 
adaimifttratton, as treU a^ to eveiy employmenl^ 
civil and military, like other citizens^ ^ ' 
1790. On^ the 15th <yf March Rafaaut wm himself 
ehosen ds the Murcesaor of the Abb^ Monte^uieu 
hi the preitidency of the national asacmblly, and 
it was esteemed a siagnbr trimnph over the an- 
cient Teligious pre^adicesy to sm a miiut»ter of 
the wfonded refigioa pceddnig (Hrlsr : such a 
body.- ' •. . . 

Id iai^ Bat the- old ^Mvjiadiees were ueft bxthiet ; fos 
wantmo.^^^^^ ISlb of Aplril a member pobposed tb# 
follo^ing^ motion: $hai the GmkaliCy (JpqsioUc, 
tmd Renmn reHgim is, and sUmff9 sfyifldiManu^ 
l« be, the retigifm of thk natimt, oM iar io&rsh^ 
skaWbe the mfy public ami awth»risidd\^^ 
Speech Af Qn this occasion« the Baron Menoa^stseiuclv 

the Baron i t . /% "O*-^^ 

Menou. Vindicated the rights of conscience. " It is,' 
said he, ^* with extreme regret that T have to: 
day witnessed the proposal of . the , fj^e^t^oia 
which is nour Mbmitted to your dtlibeflstieB. 
1 begin by unecjuivocally dedarin^ m^^ 
fession pf faitk I profoundly rejipect the 
Catholic, Apostolic, and Raaisii' nligm^ jwhich 
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1 believe to be the only true religion, and I n9o. 
submit to it with all my heart and soul ; but 
can my conviction in favour of this religion, and 
the form of worship by which I pay my homage 
to the Supreme Being, be the eflFect or result of 
any decree or law whatever ? No, without doubt, 
my conscience and my opinion belong only to 
myself, and I ought to render an account only 
to that God whom I adore ; neither laws, nor 
governments, nor men, have any control over 
me upon this subject: I ought not to trouble 
the religious opinions of any one, and no one 
ongjit to trouble mine; and these principles are 
solemnly consecrated in your declaration of 
rights, which establishes among all men civil, 
political, and religious equality. 

" Ministers of a God of peace, who wishes 
his empire to be established only by gentle- 
ness and persuasion, who has given you such 
great examples of tolerance and charity, will 
you, can you, wish to light up the torch of 
discord? Is it your desire that the national 
assembly should become; the instrument of the 
misfortunes and perhaps of the destruction of the 
people? Oh ! no ; a zeal not moderated by judg-- 
ment has caused you for a moment to fall into a 
mistake: return to yourselves; return to your 
holy ministry, you will find means by your 
exaniiples and your virtues to extend the reli- 
gion that you profess; it is not by any law tliat 

H 
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^190^ jou will ^x its superiority. Has not Grod 
himself said, that in spite of all the eflforts of 
men, his holy religion shall extend, shall in- 
crease, and shall finally embrace the whole earth? 
^as he not said, that the gates of hell shall 
never prevail against it? And would you, by 
a decree, attempt to confirm those sublime 
words of the Creator of the world? If, as I 
doubt not, you are persuaded of the truth oC^ 
that religion of which you are the ministers, can 
you fear tbat it shall be annihilated ? Can you 
suppose that the will and the laws of Provi- 
dence need our decrees? Would not this, on the 
contrary, be to strike at the respect which we 
owe him? Would it not indicate a desire to 
usurp the place of God himself? And is not 
religion independent of all the efforts of the 
human mind ?" 

In conclusion, the Baron, as a representative 

of the people, protested against the proposed 

measvire, and warned those who should suppoct 

it, tbat tliey would be responsible for all the 

evils which he foresaw it must produce, and 

all the blood which woi^ld in consequence be 

shed. • 

The proposal was lost. 

Decree in Bj ^ dccrec of the 10th of July* the co^fii* 

the Pro^ cated property of the reformed which remained 

in the hands of the government was resto]:e4y 

th^ heirs and claimants having been invitod ta 
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make good their cldims^ and the fugitives^ or 170O» 
their heirs, solicited to return* v 

These were great advances towards the rights 
of conscience, but nothing was yet effectually 
done to guarantee full liberty of worship; tlie 
moment was not arrived when it couid be exer- 
cifiied in complete security. 

During tt)e reign of the sanguinary Robespierre^ itdd-i. 
with great propriety denominated the rtign ^Repu»"«- 
HrroTj every form of religion was equally sup^t^l^/ 
jM'esied, and the Catholics now knew^ iil commou 
with the Protertants, what it waS to be deprived 
of freedom of worship* Infidel philosophy had a 
fair opportunity of shewing its character to the 
world. In the profwfldity of its wisdom it 
blended all religions together, and melted theiti 
down into the massf of superstition; the simple 
tfid rational worship of God was confounded 
with irrational bondage to the Virgin and to 
canonized saints* In the extent of its liberality 
it granted all kinds of liberty, ejficept that which 
is of the . first importance, Irberty of con- 
science ; and while it claimed the right at one 
time to aissert tliat there was no God, and at 
axKyther to decree that there was a Supreme 
Being, it denied to all besides the right of paying 
Iheir homage to that Being in the* way which 
their consciences deemed best. The rulers of 
J^rance at this period were the first avowed 
infidels who ever held the reins of government 
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iT9S*4. in a civilized state; and they gave the world 
full proof, that with all their boasted freedom 
of thought in the Christian countries over which 
they had influence, were they to obtain universa[l 
empire, such freedom would be for ever anni- 
hilated. Under their authority the altars were 
Au wor- insulted, the churches thrown down, and pubHc 
luhed.^^ worship was abolished. Exclusive rights were 
granted to the disciples of reason. Lucien 
Speech of Biionaparte, in a public discoarse, delivered 
Boom- shortly aftcrwards, forcibly described the deso-, 
^*^* lations which they had committed. ^ For the 
first time in the history of the world," said hey 
** we saw the law encouraging the citizens to 
declare themselves infamous^, the public au- 
thorities receiving with delight the declaration 
of the priests who abjured their sacerdotal cha- 
racter; the monuments of rjeligioEf, like those of 
the arts, converted into ruins; silence and deso- 
lation reigning in the temples ; the bloody hands 
of the atheist despoiling that sanctuary which 
the homage of so many successive generations 
ought to have rendered sacred ; the sepulchral 
stones of our families dishonoured, and infiimous 
courtesans, led in triumph, seating themselves 
upoti the marble of the altars,'*' • 
1795. I*^ the third year of the Republic, a change of 
Liberty ofthc coHStitution established liberty of worship j 
restored, but the poverty of the reformed churches pre^ 
vented riianybf them from erecting buildingi^ 
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tfor the purptose, and their devotions were ex- itw. 
crcised in the open air^ 

In the tenth year of the Republic, the coun- isos. 
^ellor of state, Portalis, afterwards minister ofcowtuL- 
worship, drew up a report upon the . subject, *^^wL 
-wWch did more than any production that had '^"** 
ever before appeared, to place it in the clearest 
light, and to serve the :cause of religious Hberty. 

*^ At this tnterestii^g epoch/' says M. Rabaut, concor. 
the younger, " peaee was restored to the Roman 
-Catholic church, by the famous concordat con- 
cluded between the French government and 
the Sovereign Roman Pontiff. The reformed 
churches, oa their part^ obtained some important 
advai^tages whick they had never yet com- 
pletely enjoyed, 

^^ Oi^aniced in virtue of a Jaw^ their pastors are 
become public functionaries paid by govern- 
ment, and cottfirmjed in their ofHoe by. his im- 
perial-majesty. 

** The consistories have been retcognized as 
administrators of the goods and revenues of the 
church and the poor^ as, well as of the pious 
donations, foundations, and legacies. .. 

** The synods have been authorized and regu- 
lated in a manner more advantageous for the 
churches. j 

" Ecclesiastical discipline has been maintajioedy 
and no change can be made without t^e autho- 
rity of : the ^overnm^nt. Academies and-semi- 
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tflw* aaries have been granted for the ipatruetion of 
the young men who are designed for the gospel 
ministry. 

** All church disputes of a religious nature are 
carried to ttie council of state* 

♦* The imperial decrees which intervened 
before the execution of the law have brought it 
to perfection, and have signally manifested the 
constant M'ill of his majesty to maintain the most 
perfect equality in all Christian worship. 

*^ The costume of the pastors has been regu- 
lated, and those that are of the church of Paris 
have obtained the decoratioa cf honour* 

** The place of the presidents of ^euc oonr 
sbtories . has been appointed in the pufaiic 
ceremonies. 

'* The treatment of the pastors has been regu- 
lated. 

'* The communes must also contribute to the 
building, repairing, and support of the tcanpks 
and the worship. 

"To prevent the interruption of divine ser- 
vice, pastors about to remoye must give six 
months' notice. - 

" No one can become a pastor till he is twenty- 
five years of age. 

" The smaller churches are united to the con- 
sislorial, tiie number of members of which is 
too small to support a pastor. 

^ Many public edifices have been granted 'for 
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religious purposes; some of these were deserted iMl- 
Catholic churches, and others public warehouse^ 
barracks, and buildmgs, before used for seculat 
purposes. Lands at the disposal of the govern* 
ment have been given either for the purpose 
of restoring them their dilapidated buildings, of 
of erecting new ones,"* 

The Catholics were much displeased at theDisMtii. 
terms of the concordat^ and at the advantages the cTtho- 
gained by the Protestants. It was soon per* ^* 
ceived that Buonaparte had covertly done more 
for the Reformed than the Catholic church. 
No Catholic seminaries were provided to keep 
up a due supply of mhiisters, while the Protefst* 
ants were allowed to draw their resources from 
the Swiss universities, formed after the models 
of Geneva ; and the Lutherans, who adhered to 
the confession of Augsburgh, had an educational 
establishment appointed for them at Keyserslau^ 
t*rii on the Rhine. The Catholics were re- 
stricted from writing against the Protestant», 
but no restriction was put upon the Protestants 
to prevent them from writing against the CatlK>- 
lics. This article was peculiarly obnoxious tp 
the prohibited party ; and it must be confessed 
that it was justly so, though they would have 
been well pleased with it, had the balance pre- 
ponderated in their favour. A deputation in 
consequence waited upon Buonaparte, to obtain 
some alteration of the obnoxious clause; but 
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the First Consul craftily replied, " I hear that 
the Protestants ai-e dissatisfied with some of 
their articles, and wkh an alteration. If I 
grant your request, I must tbeir's, and there will 
be no end of alterations. You had better.be conr 
tent with it as it is," 

^ After the death of Portalis, the minister of 
worship, Buonaparte appointed Prevenu, a Pro- 
testant, to exeaite that office; and to give addir 
tional influence to the Protestants, General 
Savary, a senator of that persuasion, was mad^ 
minister of police ; a master-piece of policy, by 
which an effectual check was given to the 
intrigues of the emigrants and refractory priestsu 
M. Marron, the president of the three conststor 
.rial churches of Paris, was also decorated with 
the cordon bleu and gold cross, as a commandant 
of the legion of honour, by which he became 
entitled to a pension of 100/. per annum, in 
addition to 300/, the yearly salary allowed tQ 
every Protestant president. 

This is an outline of the improved conditio^ 
of the Protestants under the authority of Buonar 
parte, and may account for that attachment 
which they always so strongly evinced toward^ 
him till the restoration of the Bourbons* Xh? 
words of the Protestant writer before qii4|ed 
will prove the state of their feelings in cofiser 
queiice of these privileges, and sl1l||y]0W'n[|ch 
a sovereign may secure his ow^ iii^fc|«>jyiy 
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attending to the religious liberties of his people ; laof. 
for it was not till France groaned under th^ 
exhaustion of its youthful population, by the 
constant opening of that terrible drain the conr 
scription, that they manifested the slightest 
indifference to his authority, 

" These splendid acts of justice,** says Rabaut, 
^' this signal protection granted to the reformed 
ami Protestant churches by the great Napoleon, 
have penetrated with gratitude, love, and respect 
for hh sacred person, that interesting portion of 
his subjects, who, after two centuries and a half 
of unparalleled persecutions, are indebted to him 
for the peaceable enjoyment of the most precious 
blessings ; they bad the sweet satisfaction of ex- 
pressing to him the sentiments with which they 
were penetrated, when at the epoch of his coro- iso*. 
nation, the presidents of the consistories, who had govbwi- 
been specially comprized in the appeal made to 
the public functionaries to assist at the coronation, 
having been admitted to the foot of his throne, 
addressed to him the following discourse by the 
organ pf the most aged among them, M* Martin, 
pi|$idept of the consistca-y of Geneva, 

T ' 3ire — ^your majesty will now gratify the wish speech of 
wWch t^e reformed churches of France have ofOenevS^ 
long pherished, pf laying tht ir homage and the p^eror. 
expression of thejr sentiments at the foot of the 
throne. It is >v^ith the most lively satisfaction 
that we come to express to your majesty, for 
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WW. ourselves and our churches, our respectftil grati- 
tude for the protection which has been granted 
to us to the present moment, and Our full con* 
fidence for futurity in the oath which your 
majesty has taken with so much solemnity, of 
which you have willed that we should be the 
^- witnesses, and by which, in engaging to maintain 
liberty of worship, you tranquillize our con- 
sciences and confirm the peace of the church. 
We wish that Frenchmen of all ^communions, 
whom we regard as brethren, may appreciate the 
value of this blessing as highly as ourselves : wc 
deseh^e it from our fidelity, our gratitude, and 
our submission tothe laws, of which we have 
constantly set an example. May our fervent 
prayers draw down upon your Majesty, upon the 
Empress, and upon the Princes of the imperial 
femily, all the benedictions of the Monarch of 
the world! May your majesty, after having 
done so much for your glory, add to it the title 
of pacificator of all Europe, and have no otlier 
employment than to display those virtues, which, 
while they insure the happiness of the people, 
are the true glory of sovereigns, and the btst 
support of their authority/ 
.Vapokmi'^ " ^^^ majesty deigned to answer in the follow- 
'«p>y- ing manner: — * With pleasure I see the fmntoi^ 
of the reformed church of France assembled 
here. I seize with ardour this occasion to tes- 
tify to them how much I have been always 
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satisfied with every thing that has boen re<- isftM. 
ported to me respecting the fidelity and the 
good conduct of the iMi8tcu*s and the citizens of 
tl^ ditiPerent Protestant communions. I wish it 
to be understood that my intention and my 
firm determination are to maintain liberty of 
worship: the empire of the law ends where 
the empire of the conscience begins; neither 
tiie law nor the prince must infringe upon 
this empire. Such are my principles and those 
of the nation; and if any one of my race, prior 
to bis succeeding me, forgets the oath which I 
have taken, and, deceived by the inspiration of 
a false conscience, attempts to violate it, I 
devote him to public animadversion, and I 
authorize you to give him the name of Nero.* 

** It is very easy to conceive what a deep im- 
pression such a discourse, proceeding from the 
throne, must make upon auditors little accus- 
tomed to bear the like from the mouths of 
kings; upon auditors, nearly all of whom had lived 
under the intolerant and persecuting despotism 
of a dominant religion : these consoling words 
-were collected with avidity, and have been 
gratefully transmitted to all the churches in the 
empire/* 

In fact, Buonaparte seized every occasion to 
evince his friendship for the Protestants. He 
published decree after decree in their favour, 
and h^ had not Jong been raised to the imperial 
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iso^9. dignity beforie he restored to tbetri tiie college 
of rMontaubad, Xvhidh bad b^n suppressed ft&m 
the thne of the revoeation of the edict of Nantes. 
By the>exteut of his conquests, hb Prbteslaiit 
subjects were very considerable. It consequently 
entered into his policy not to treat these new 
subjects with indifference, as it was of great 
importai[ice that he should secure their affections;^ 
and give tliem a preponderating influence against 
some of his old ernes of the opposite tenets. 
The vast increase of the French empire, throng 
out the whole of which liberty of worship was 
allowed, and the rights of conscience respected, 
opened a field of labour for the Pfoteslanta, 
which, could they have embraced the fevoiiri- 
able moment to cultivate, might have been 
productive of some of the happiest consequences. 
That unwieldy empire, composed, Hfce the image 
of Nebuchadnezzar, of heterogeneous materials, 
has fallen, to pieces at the first shock. Jt was in- 
deed a tremendous scourge to Europe $ but amid$t 
the traces of desolation which it has left liehind, 
the scene is enlivened by many monuments 
saci^d to civil and religious liberty, the bases 
of which are so deeply fixed in the earth, that 
they may boldly bid defiance to all the ravages 
of time.' ' 

' 1814. : Loui$ XVIII. having -• been placed on the 

^""*^"'tbroue by the allies, *upon the abdication of 

Buonaparte, was .received ^^with much respect 
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arid- even joy by the Protestant ministers, who **^^* 
hoped that the tide of public opinion was now 
turned in their favour, and that the change of 
affairs would release France from that horrible 
expenditure *of blood to which it had so long 
been exposed, on account of the conflict with 
the other Powers of Europe ; though the Catho- 
lics in the South, before Louis had actually ar- 
rived in France, had even ventured to assert with 
an air of triumph, that the temples of the Re- 
formed would be closed, and their preachers 
silenced, when the King returned. 

The first acts of Louis were of a favourable a* first fe- 

▼ours the 

kind. He published a circular letter, announ- I'rotest- 
cing free toleration to the Reformed, and he en- 
deavoured to conciliate the esteem of the Pro- 
testant ministers, by presenting to one of them 
an order of St. Louis, and by profusely distri- 
buting that of the Lily, an Order of Fidelity, 
among a number of others, both ministers and 
students. But in a little time, when every thing 
seemed tranquil, he suffered himself to be sur- 
rounded by interested priests, who were im- 
ploring him to restore the churches which they 
had lost, and the church-lands which had be- 
come the property of the public and of the 
state. 

These subjects were constantly under discus- After- 
sion^ while the Protestants were neglected; anductetb^ 
a great complaint was made that their pastors 

I 
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ISM. had not in some, instances received their usual 
stipends for a considerable time. The respect 
which the Protestants had long shared with the 
Catholics in society, began now to be exclusively 
claimed by the latter. They hailed Louis as 
their own king, and represented those of the 
opposite faith as disaffected towards the govern- 
ment In the royal charter which announced 
the constitution, the Catholic religion was de- 
clared to be the only religion of the State, and 
the professors of all other religions were conse^ 
quently deprived of that perfect equality which 
for many years they had ei\joyed. Now the 
Catholics of the South shewed their onalignant 
spirit. 

The procession of the F^te de Dieu was re- 
vived, and the Protestants were insultingly or- 
dered to hang out tapestry at their windows in 
honour of the Host, which they nobly refused 
to do, observing, that if they conceded in little 
things, they would soon be required to concede 
- in greater. On the most frivolous pretences they 
were brought before the tribunals, false wit* 
nesses were suborned against them, and they 
were judicially condemned. The Catholic^ 
formed rings in the streets, in which they in- 
closed and ill-treated them. From every mouth 
were heard these abominable imprecations, " ffe 
mil no longer suffer amongst us those villains^ 
those monsters of Protestants ! we must rid our^ 
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selves of them. The Sm^ will hme but om reS-' i8tft« 
gion—no more Usck heads^^-rfta more giiUeurs f a 
term of reproadb expressive of the fiery doom 
of the heretic Nimes, the inetropcdis of Pro- 
testantism, was naturally the seat of the prin*^ 
cipal eonflicty and the object of the greatest 
envy. Here the sangumary instigators of the 
persecotion employed their most active agents ; 
and great numbers of hired men, women, and 
children^ in a state of intoxication^ marched 
about the streets, and smag inflammatory songs 
in the patois of Lafiguedoc, in which they re** 
pealed in chorus, that they would wash their hands 
in the blood (^ the Protestants^ and that with their 
Iroer and lights theg would make a mess to feed on ! 
M« Boileau de Castelnau, the maycH* of Nlmes, 
was a marked object of displeasure; and when 
he proclaimed Louis XVIII. in the public pla<%8 
of the city, the popirlace assailed him with stones. 
Castelnau at last resigned, and the Baron de 
Davnaut, another Protestant, was appointed 
mayor in his stead. His zeal, activity, and fimi* 
ness, for awhile checked the progress of the per- 
secutes; but they still dared to utter threats: 
they drew gibbets on the doors of the Protest- 
ants; and publicly soaped cords in their pre- 
sence, with which they declared they would tie 
them to the gallows' prepared for their execu^ 
tion. Several of these gallows' were after^ 
wards found at the house of one Foumier, an 
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1815. apothecary. In this' state things remained for 
some time, and nothing prevented the Catholics 
from breaking out into open acts of violence 
but the presence of the Urban or city guard, 
which had been established towards the end of 
Napoleon's reign, and which, being indiscrimi- 
nately composed of Catholics and Protestants, 
as long as it continued its functions^ maintained 
some degree of order. 

Louis was now busily engaged with the Pope 
in adjusting some disputes about the rights of 
the Gallic church ; and his ambassador to the 
Court of Rome was on his way with some fresh 
propositions, when he was stopped in his journey 
by the re-appearance of Napoleon, who had 
broken from his retreat in the isle of Elba, and 
without the smallest opposition from the French 
people, once more ascended the throne. 

1816. ^^ ^^^ return of Napoleon, the royal family 
i^n'Tue- ^^^ ^" ^^ directions. The Duke of Apgoul^me, 
ftoratioo. the King's nephew, hastened to the Soutli, in 

order to organize some royal volunteei^, who 
were to be sent to Lyons, and was immediately 
surrounded by Cath^ics, who used every endea- 
vour to prejudice his mind against their Protest- 
ant neighbours. Baron Chabaud de la Tour, 
known by the name of the Duke de la Force, 
obtained an audience with the Prince, warned 
him of the danger to which the Protestants were 
exposed, and explained to him the tenor of the 
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songs which were sung till midnight under his isis 
windows; but he refused to give him any credits 
The Catholics were more successful in their re- 
presentations, and were allowed to. denounce 
twelve of the principal Protestants, who wer^ 
remarkable for their loyalty to the King. M. 
Vincent St. Laurent, counsellor of the prefect 
ture, was arrested and conducted immediately to 
a state prison, under pretence that he had said 
Buonaparte was in Paris, a fact admitted by the 
Duke himself the next day. The populace ac- 
companied him on his way, and shouted the 
most sanguinary vociferations against the Pro- 
testants. Orders were given to shoot the pri- 
soner, if he attempted to escape ; and M. Boyer 
Brun, advocate-secretary to the Prince, said, on 
seeing him pass, "At last we shall overcome 
those villains of Protestants." -;* 

Tlie royal battalions were composed of the 
lowest rabble of the Catholics, and they would 
not allow the Protestants to enter among them ; 
but some few attached to the staff of the Ge- 
neral Merle remained in the ranks, and if things 
had taken a different turn, would inevitably have 
been sacrificed. Others, indeed, preferred stay- 
ing at home : the treatment they had received 
from the royalists was no incitement to expose 
their lives in their service ; and had they aban- 
doned their wives and children, they would only 
have left them unprotected, to the mercy of 
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thfeir inveterate enemies* The Catholics bad a 
himdred times said to them, *^ We are going to 
take Buonaparte, but we diaU retttrn, and dien 
we will kill you aU.'* 

The royal cause baying been lost» tbe Catho* 
lies had nothing to expect but ample revengie 
from the Protestants ; but the jmstors, the eldeiB 
of tibe consistories, aaid the friends of order, 
used all their influence among the people who 
during eleven months had been insulted^ caktm^ 
niated, accused, beaten, and condemned^ and 
exhorted them to peace. The minijst«*s pub- 
licly recommended oblivion for the past, and 
the conduct of the Protestants even obliged 
their enemies to acknowledge their generosity. 

A new constitution was bow prepared, on the 
plan of a limited monarchy, certainly the wisest 
mode of government in the world ; but it had 
scarcely begun to operate, and the Protestants 
bad merely enjoyed a respite fnom the oppress 
jsions and degradations to which in many places 
they were exposed, when Buonaparte once nv>re 
lost his imperial crown. The famous battle of 
Waterloo destroyed that army which was his 
last hope, and he was forced to abdicate by the 
Senate. 

Louis XVIII. was again restored by the allies, 
and the fate of Buonaparte excited in the Pro- 
testants tbe most fearful apprehensions for their 
safety, especially in tbe South of France, as 
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they saw that the spirit of persecution was isu. 
only suppressed, but was far from being de- 
ttroyed* 

The first act of the royal volunteers, who had 
escaped by flight from the authority of Napo* 
leon, was to disarm the Urban guard, on return- 
ing tp the city of Nlmes. About three hundred 
soldiers of the garrison, who had capitulated, 
were also butchered in coming- out of the bar- 
racks, and their arms were mostly seized by the 
populace. 

This was only the beginning of calamity. 
The months of July and August were full of 
horrors for the unhappy Protestants. Indignant 
that they should have been indebted to the Pro- 
testants for the lenity which they had received, 
the Catholics sought to take a sanguinary re« 
venge. The cry of ^^ Dawn with the Huguenots^'' 
resounded through every street : massacre and 
pillage prevailed. Instead of the national 
guard, a new enrolment took place, composed of 
«ix times the number of men ; but alas ! they 
were mostly Catholic fanatics, who allowed the 
property of the Protestants to be devastated 
without resistance, and their murderers to remain 
undisturbed. Several hundred houses of the 
Protestants were pillaged, and the rabble forced 
their way into the magazines and warehouses of 
the richest manufacturers who had maintained 
them for ages. 
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1815. The poor also suffered, for the persecutors de- 
stroyed their looms^ and all their implements of 
industry, knowing that by such a proceeding 
they would totally deprive them of the means of 
subsistence. The vineyards were at the same 
time laid waste, and the vines were torn up by 
the roots. Some of these contained the whole 
property of many of the industrious poor. 

When the more public acts of violence ter- 
minated, new methods were resorted to by the 
depredators ; they imposed contributions on the 
Protestants, which they could not refuse to pay 
but at the hazard of their lives. In this way im- 
mense sums were levied. In some cases pre- 
tended debts were extorted ; and in others, re^ 
ceipts given to creditors where no money had 
ever been paid. 

Not satisfied with these acts of cruelty, die 

mad barbarians, thirsted for blood, and ran about 

the town, calling aloud for another Barthoimnew 

• diof. Many of the women disgraced their sex 

by joining in these atrocities. 

During these persecutions visits had been paid 
to the spot by several members of the royal 
family ; but, from some unaccountable cause, it 
was always remarked, that the persecution was 
worse after their departure. 

From the 17th of July to the 24th of August, 
when some Austrian troops entered the city of 
Nimes, the greater number of perscmtf were mur-r 
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dered; but assassination, murder, and pillage, isis. 
continued till the latter end of November. 

The same scenes were recapitulated at Uz^s, 
and in some instances with more cruelty. The 
Protestants were tried and executed by the po- 
pulace, and the worst period of the Revolution 
was renewed. In fact, all the country round 
was a scene of desolation, extending beyond the 
department of the Gard into L'Herault, L'Avey- 
ron, and other distant parts of the country* 

Besides the places named, those that suffered 
most, were Montaran, Lussan, St. C^zaire, Mil^ 
baud, Uchaud, Bemis, Vauvert, Massilhargue, 
Aimargue, Lunel, Calvisson, Claransac, Gajau, 
Fons, St Mamet, Boucoiran, Ner, Si G^nies» 
St. Chaptcs, Alais, Neres, St. Gilles, Ledignan, 
AigUemarques, Ganges, Le Vigan, Pignan, and 
St. Afrique. 

A great number of pastors fled, and were wan« 
dering in the moant^s. Divine worship was 
every where interrupted or suspended. Six thou- 
sand inhabitants of Nimes deserted thehr habi^ 
tations to their cruel enemies, and a few that had 
saved some wrecks of their property, established 
themselves in distant parts that were more tran- 
quil, where they endeavoured to employ as many 
of their suffering brethren as circumstances 
would allow. From the appearance of the coun- 
try, it might have been supposed that the edict 
of Nantes had just been revoked. The roads 
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181^. were covered with mothers, bearing their infwts 
in their arms, and leading their young children, 
without knowing where they $hould procure 
food or shelter, and many died by the way, of 
want and fatigue. 

During this period the system of proscription 
was adopted { and the attomies and advocates 
re$oIved not to retain any in their service, nor 
to receive any into their bodies, but Roman Ctf- 
ihoHc^* This determination excluded from every 
mean9 of subsistence all those poor creatures 
who had lost the entire fruits of their labour, and 
even the instruments by which they provided 
for their families by honest industry. The 
wealthy Protestants who had yet saved some 
portion of their property, assisted these wretched 
victims of persecution ; and their few poor 
brethren, who had not lost their all, cheerfully 
shared their scanty pittance with them; but these 
resources could only afford partial relief The 
Rev, Clement Perrot of Guernsey, who after- 
wards visited Nlmes to ascertain the facts, saw 
twelve, fifteen, or twenty, crowded together in 
one room, with nothing but straw to lie upon, 
and sometimes without food for several days. 
Hence many poor creatures were driven to the 
necessity of changing their religion, or perish^ 
ing with their families, as their Protestant mas^ 
ters could not erhploy them, and the Catholics 
would not Groups were therefore sometimes 
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seen going to mass, where they were rdiaptized i8i5. 
like Jews or Heathens; and the Paris papers 
had the audadty to boast <Kf these converts, the 
fruits of a savage cnielty that would have dis» 
graced the darkest ages of Christendom. 

At lengthy on the 1st of September, a procla* 
mation was issued by the king, on the distuihed 
state of the southern provinces; but, instead of 
producing tranquillity, and procuring safety for 
the Protestants^ their churches remained closed 
and massacres were still perpetrated, for no 
dedded meoiures were taken to pitmsh a sh^k 
actor in these scenes. 

In the months of October and November, 
General La Garde, then commandant at Nimes, 
exerted all his influence to save the Protestants, 
and prevented one massacre of them by bis 
ttmeiy interference; but be at length became 
the victim of Catholic rage^ 

The Duke of Angoulteie having recently 
Tisited the city, prior to his departure had or* 
dered the Protestants to re^open their temples. 
They entertained some fears respecting the con- 
^quences that would ensue, but, io obedience 
to his commands, on the 12th of November 
they ventured to open one only. That they 
^flight not irritate their enen^i^es, tliey did not 
even ring their bell, but infornjed each otber 
privately that there would be worship. Not^' 
withstanding tliis caution, the brigands assem<- 
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1815. bled, insulted them as they passed along the 
streets, and occupied the steps leading to the 
temple. The General dispersed them, and the 
service commenced ; which was soon interrupted 
by the clamours of the mob, who violently 
pressed through the guard of gens (Tarmes, and 
with terrible execrations entered the place. They 
were speedily expelled, and the worship con- 
tinued with closed doors ; but they made repeated 
and desperate attempts to burst them open, while 
the old men, women, and children within were 
uttering the most dreadful cries of distress, and 
clasping each other in agonies of despair, not 
finding any avenue to escape the cruelties with 
which they were menaced. In this state they 
remained three quarters of an hour. The na* 
tional guard of the city were ordered to pro- 
tect the Protestants, who replied, " fFe mil not 
expose ourselves for such villainsJ'' The General 
procured a double guard elsewhere, to defend 
the worshippers in quitting the temple, but, 
notwithstanding, they exercised some acts of^ 
violence on the persons of some old men and 
women. The officiating pastor fled to his house, 
with his wife by his side and his child in his 
arms, assailed with stones by a horde of the 
ruffians. The President of the Consistory, a 
venerable pastor of seventy years of age,- was 
also pursued by the populace, who cried out, 
^ Kill^ kill this chief of brigands,'"' and owed hk 
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safety only to the dcvotedness of some officers, isis. 
who surrounded him with drawn swords, and 
kept off the assailants. 

Indignant at this outrage, the noble Count 
dfc la Garde, mounted on his horse, was in the 
act of approaching a crowd of persons to dis- 
perse the mob, when a villain seized his bridle, 
while one Boisset, a sergeant of one of the bat- , 
talions of royal volunteers, fired a pistol and 
wounded him most severely. The General im- 
mediately gave orders to the cpmmander of the 
gendarmerie to protect the Protestants, galloped 
to his hotel, and fainted. On reviving a little, 
before the surgeon had dressed his wound, he 
wrote a letter to the government, to infonn them ^ 
who was the criminal, that, in case of his death, 
no one might accuse the Protestants. In the 
course of some days the ball was extracted. It 
entered the left side near the heart, and was 
found near the right shoulder. 

When the brigands saw that the General was 
wounded, they assisted the assassin to escape, 
and gave vent to their feelings of malignant 
joy and cruel revenge. They returned to the; 
temple, broke open the doors, and destroyed 
every thing that it contained, even to the books 
and the pastoral gown, and carried off the whole 
of the money intended for the relief of the poor. 

The prefect published an insipid proclamation, 
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1815. offering a reward for the assassin of the Qeneral; 
but in a country where the p<^e is almost 
omniscient, the wretch escaped obserration. 

A courier was dispatched to the Duke of 
Angoul^me, to ijaform him of these events. He 
immediately returned, expressed his displeasure 
to the national guards, had an interview with 
several members of the consistory, and ordered 
the temples to be opened. The Catholics were 
enraged at these orders, and the Protestants 
were terrified for the result ; for, in their rage, 
the persecutors did not spare even the prince 
himself, calling him Buonapartist and Ptotestant 

The prince quitted the place, and the day 
after bis departure the general of division^ 
Briche, published a proclamation at Nimes, the 
principal paragraph of which began by applaud* 
ing, the very men who had refused to protect 
the Protestants : — " Brave national guard! the 
prince is reconciled to you: he never believed tkat 
you had changed. Your prefect and your general 
have easily confvinced him that the disturbances 
which have agitated Nimes these three months 
past J are occasioned only by the malevolent enemies 
of government /" 

On the 26th of November, the regiment of 
Marie-Th6rese arrived in the city, and tranquillity 
was restored. From that time the depredators 
committed their most daring acts of violence in 
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the night> when they went in masked parties 1815. 
to farms and solitary houses^ exercbing every 
kind of rapine and cruelty. 

In the month of December, two pastors and 
an elder of the consistory were summoned to 
the prefecture, where they found the prefect^ 
the mayor, and the colonel of the national 
guard* They proposed to them to give up their 
temples, which the Catholics beheld with the 
greatest uneasiness in the possession of the Pro* 
testants, promising to build them two others, 
either at the expence of the government or of 
the city. One of these churches had been^ 
before the Revolution, a convent of Dominicans^ 
and the other was called the Great Convent. 
An individual had purchased one for ten tliou- 
sand francs, and the other was granted to the 
consistory by the government of the emperor. 
It was useless for the Protestants to resist, and 
after some explanation, they consented to the 
proposal. The Duke of Angoul^me aided the 
Catholics to make the purchase by a subscript 
tion from his private purse. If the new places 
are ever erected, it is intended that [they shall 
be without the city, and at either extremity. 

During this dreadful persecution, it is esti* 

mated that the property pillaged amounted to 

jivt nuUwns of francs. Three hundred and fifty 

houses were destroyed, the largest manufactories 

were ruined and shut up, and th^ silk trade, so 
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prosperous in Nlnies under the late government; 
now flourishes ho more. Besides the church at 
Nimes, those of Uz6s, Montagnac, and Courto- 
nonteral, were plundered; and thoseof St. Afirique, 
aear Aveyron, and Pignan, near MontpelKer, 
were burnt down. Two hundred women were 
murdered^ and about two thousand men. The 
Catholics pursued their prey with the most bar- 
barous rage. Six thousand escaped from their 
fury into the mountains, others concealed th^fi- 
selves wherever they could find shelter till the 
storm was over. All those that were found in 
the dwellings were massacred. The name of 
Protestant was a sentence of death. 

It would swell these pages to a large volume, 
to enumerate all the atrocities committed. Tte 
murderers brought out their victims into the 
street, and cut their throats before their own 
doors. Many were also butchered in the fields. 
Those who quietly surrendered prisoners were 
equally murdered. Individual acts of cruelty 
were committed which almost exceed credi- 
bility. 

One Gerisseur, the steward of the estate of 
Guiraudin, was stretched over a fire till he ex- 
pired, when he was taken down and his body 
exhibited to passengers. 

Eight persons of the same family, named Le 
Blanc, lived in the same house. Seven of these 
were murdered by a ring-leader in these villanie^ 
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nftmed Trestainon, and his associates. Two of 
them, who made some . resistance^ they brought 
out into the strecft, and cut to pieces on the 
threshold of their 6wn habitation. The others 
they strangled. 

Five persons of the family, of Chivas wctc 
immolated. One of tliese had been, for some 
time, confined in his room by illness. Trestaillon 
went to his lodging, and finding his wife on the 
staircase, asked for her husband. She shuddered 
at the sight of the murderer of her brethren, 
and hesitated what to answer. He saw her 
alarmed, and told her that she need fear npthing^ 
for he intended no harm. As he appeared withr 
out.amns, she suffered him to enter the room of 
her husband. He found Andr6 Chivas in bed, 
and approaching his bedside with all the ap- 
pearance of interest and tenderness, enquired 
after his health and the medical treatment he 
had received. The sick man had not been ap- 
prized by his. friaids of the violences that had 
been committed, test the news should shock his 
feeiings so as to prevent his recovery, and received 
all the enquiries of the villain with perfect com- 
posure« TrestaUlon then took him by the hand, 
and said, '* They have not treated your disease 
property ; I am the better doctor, and will cure 
you. immediately." He then drew a pistol from 
bts pocl^t, and blew out the brains of his 
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victim in the presence of his wife, ^o shortly 
afterwards shared the iMiie €ate* 

A farmer's servant, named Ladet, was etitering 
Ntmes with a cart4oad of hay atid rtraw. He 
was met by a band of ruffians, wito bound htm 
with the tatds that fastened Ins load, made a 
pile of the hay and straw, placed him on the 
top, set fire to it, and danced routtd the flames, 
singing Five te Roi, till llie pO0r"Ci>eatiire was 
burnt to ashes. 

A Protestant, who accidentaHy remained in 
the national guard afber the rest of his commit 
nity were expelled, was one night gomg out 
with a picquet with some Codiolvcs, Vfhoi^ by 
the light of the moon, lie descried some dead 
bodies. On examining them, they proved to 
be his wiJRs and daughter, who had been mur** 
dered as they returned ftom the coun^. 
yielding to the feelitags of nature, he mstaotly 
gave vent to exclamations of grief and despair. 
His barbarous companions, reoc^nizii^ his coife« 
nexion and religion, remarked that it was a pi^ 
he should be separated ftom thoat he so^^Moadk 
loved ; and havmg shot him, left hJM to expiie 
on the bodies of Ms beloved reladvcE& He ticF 
gered till the next morning, and was fOutid With 
just enough stren^h to td< t^e melancholy tide. 
Many women wel« treated with ^octreaat 
cruelty and indecency. Their dotii^ wow tiod 
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over their b^ads, ftnd th6y were struck on all 
parts of tiie body with pieces of board into 
which oaik were driven ib the form of a jkur- 
ie^lis. Young gitis, women in a state of preg- 
nancy, and persons whose venerable loeks should 
at least have afforded them protection, all alike 
^tred the most cruel fate» No language can 
sufficiently describe th^ barbarous deeds that 
were committed amidst the shouts of Vvoe h 
Roi. 

The ohief agents in thede crimes ought to be 
held up to eveiiasting infamy. Let the civilized 
world heaf it with tstonishment, ttiat they have 
hitherto escaped ^1 punishment for these crimci 
under the civil i zed government of Louis XV II L ! ! ! 
But verily there is a God, that judgeth in tlie 
earth, and a day of solemn retribution must 
inevitably cotae, when the most exalted delin- 
i|uents, of all ages, however secure in this world, 
stall meet with a righteous retribution from the 
ILt^o OP KiN«s and Lord oi^ Lords. •• 

The ringleader of the murderers was a fellow 
of the name of Lafont, nicknamed Trestalion, 
fix>m a provincial word which sfgnifies three 
pie(^. The regal authorities took this man from 
Hm €laM of labouring men, and appointed Mm 
4o l^e eaptainof a company. Murder and pillage 
accompanied him at every step. He boasted 
^sat he had killed ^rf^ Protestants with his own 
jaemdi and oidy ilesiced to complete the number 
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o^ JtftH; andf acceding to bU owq c<m^e8siori> 
be accumill^ted no ks5 than And hmA^ ihtmr 
s€md livreSf which he procured from his yietim&. 
This wretch attempted the life of La Garde/ by 
firing at bbn> but was seized and thrown into 
prison. He was once released^ and impris^ied 
again ; however, to the disgrace of the Frendi ma- 
gistracy, and as a plain proof of the spirit exist' 
ing towards the Protestants, he has never su& 
fared the punishment due to his crimes!!! 

M. Bemis is also ranked among the isigents in 
these cruelties; He was appointed Special 
Commissary in the Card by the Didce of An- 
goiil^me, and elected to the Qiraiber of Depu- 
ties after the massacre of the ProtestamU. It 
is said, that, by the ^desire of the Duchess of 
Angoul^me, he drew up the paper against the 
Protestants^ entitled ^'Audientic Details,'' which 
was circulated in London in the columns of the 
Courier newspaper. A letter which Bcanis wrote 
tgkthe Duke of Angoul^e on the state of th^ 
Gard[, is full of spleen against the Protestants^ 
and of artful insinuations of their disloyalty. 

M. Trinquelagu^ is mentioned as another of 
these persecutors. He is Advbcate^Geheral to 
the Royal Court at Nimes, and oneof the Depn- 
ties of the departtnent of tlie Gard. He prOi> 
nounced an address to the Duchess of Angoo* 
16me, relative to a vow of the royalists at Nlnacs^ 
made at the alt^r in 1^14^ to pi'esent her Royal 
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Highness with a silver child in the event of her 
giving hirth to a son« Trinquelague was always 
$i notorious enemy to the Protestants, though, 
in the j^oi^rity of Buonaparte, he was violently 
attached to his government. In the year 1790, 
Jhe was accused before the Constituent Assembly^ 
of having sou^t to excite a massacre of the 
Protestants at Uz^s. This persecutor has re- 
cently been appointed to the office of Secretary 
to the Minister of Jdstice, in the room of 
GimEot, a Protestant who has been displaced! 

Calvidre, temporary Prefect of the depart- 
ment of the Gard; Vaugu6, commander of a 
battalion of royal volunteers; and M. de Val- 
longue, new Mayor ofNImeSyWcc likewise namied^ 
as decided foes to thje Protestants ; and the flatter 
has been beard to say, thatii second St. BarthO' 
iamew was necessary/ 

The public must and will judge where tlie 
lault coukLlie, when all these villanies could be 
committed for months together without any 
fiflfeetual exertions being employed to terminate 
thcmj land without the punishment of the most 
daring criminals, who have escaped justice In 
the open face of day. Let them put facts toge- 
ther, and conclude for themselves. A pamphlet, 
detailing the enormities committed in an. early 
^tage of the persecution, was drawn up at Paris, 
and presented to the king as soon as published; 
but, though it contained nothing but a state* 
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mint of stmpte fact% it was immediately sup- 
pressed by order of the t)olice« A petition^ pre* 
sented to tbeking^'Hvas received m»b siUntitK A 
eounter^stotemtnt was published^ in answer to 
the suppressed |>amphlet, and allowed to hate 
free cir<Julation. Letters, denying the facts, 
were ejptorted from the presidents of the ooiisis- 
tories and other ministers, with a view to their 
circulation in England; and M. Maron, the 
president of the consistory at Paria^ baviMg vi* 
sit<id England at the time^ was^ on his return to 
France^ dalMd befbre the police^ and ClOlely 
examined as to the motives of his joum^, wfaidi 
were supposed to be connected with the interests 
lof the Protestants. M. Perrot^ who visited the 
eouth of France with a view to ascertain the 
truth of the reports for the infommtion of the 
dissenting ministers in London, was narrowly 
watched at every step by the police^ and attained 
his object with the greatest difficuKy. The 
Marquis of Argenson endeavoured to call tiie 
attention of the Chamber of Deputies to the 
massacre at an early periods but was cried down. 
The Duke of Angoul^e visited Nimes repeat- 
edly during the perpetration of the hoirid deeds 
which havfe been related^ but they still conti-* 
nued. Many of the most daring murderers 
were screened from puni^ment by a decree of 
the Conrt of Cassation^ which ordered no exa- 
mination to take place respecting the disorders 
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at Ntmcs previously to the 1st of September. 
The Protestants were all disarmed, and l^ft 
wholly at the mercy of their Cath<dlc adversa- 
ries. The authorities uiMler wboae eyes thesf 
murders were committed, were still allowed tfi 
remain in power. A forcJed loan of four b^nd^ed 
thousand francs fell chiefly upon the Protestants^ 
^ventem Catholics cmly paying a propprtioiH 
while the rest wajs demanded of a huudr^ a»d 
forty-seven Protestants find ten Jews, Protest- 
ants v^re removed from all the public ofllcest 
and Catholics appointed to occupy tbejr places. 
M. de Fare, JBiAop of Nancy, a pure and bi- 
^tted Papist, was put into the place of director 
of public worship, a situation giving him con"- 
troul over tlie rcfiwrmed ap well as papal cburcb. 
The schools upon the JBritish system, whiclji 
during the last reign had be^H established ajt 
Paris under the superintwdance of M. Martin^ 
a Protestant minister, whicb alike educated 
Catholic and Protectant, were n^wly organize* 
for die children of Catholics only, all the Prcjr 
testant teachers being xemQved. The tUm of 
effecting this change wa3 not verj- favourable to 
the Protestant cause in the south ; and ^he alter^- 
native left to the Protestants, to educate their 
own children, presented many difficulties in theif 
opptwsed, impoverished, and alarmil^g state. 

Attempts have been made to throw a veil ov^pr 
these fwroceedings, that they may not disgrace 
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the accession of Louis XVIIL; but the truth 
cannot be concealed, £^nd a number of testimo- 
nials furnished from France by respectable wit- 
nesses, too painfully corroborate the facts which 
have been stated. 

It is a singular and incontrovertible truth, 
notwithstanding assertions have been made to 
the contrary, that the Protestants have been the 
only victims in these affairs, a proof that they 
do notsufier merely as Buonapartisls ; or other-r 
wise those Catholics who were known for their 
attachment* to his cause, would equally have pe^ 
rished. This clearly shews that they have bei^ii 
the victims of a sanguikakt and ststekat 
TicAL persvoution; and that the GalhoUca, 
after having been so long restrained, embraced 
the first favourable moment to embrue their 
liands once more in the blood of their P^x>testT 
ant fellow-countrymen. 

Tlie governments of Europe viewed these 
transactions with a lamentable indifierence, tok) 
easily persuaded that the sufferers were either 
rebels, as they were described by some of the 
persecuting authorities; that Ac affafar was only 
partial and temporary, as announced by others; 
that it was grossly exaggerated, or even did not 
exist at all. 

In the mean time, the body of Dissentens in 
England interested themselves in the niatter 
with a most npble spirit of cpmrniseratkni^ di^? 
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daining to enjoy their own advantages in silence, 
while their Protestant bretfiren in France were 
groaning under such oppressions. One result of 
these exertions was the movement of other great 
bodies in the same cause, among which the Cor- 
poration of the enlightened City of London 
stood foremost. 

Contributimis were solicited from the Dis- 
senting Congregations, both in England and 
Scotland, and large sums were collected for the 
relief of those who had suffered the loss of all 
things for conscience' sake. The Ministers of 
the Briti^ Government were also intreated to 
use their good offices in behalf pf the persecuted, 
aiKl very readily consented to become their ad- 
Yopates, 

The Committee of the Three Denominations 
specially exerted themselves, and were indefa- 
tigable in procuring information and publishing 
documents. 

§om^ of the public papers and periodicals 
were, however, very active in misleading the 
public mind, and these obtained temporary tri- 
umph^ by the extraordinary failure of a petition 
from tlie Qity of London to the Prince Regent, and 
the ill success of a motion in behalf of the French 
Protestants, by Sir Samuel Romilly in the House 
of Commons, which was strongly opposed by 
J^rd Castlereagh, who lately returned from a 
long I'csidence at th^ Court of Frai^ce* 
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It is with much regret that the writer is un* 
dcr the necessity of conduding this history with 
these gloomy facts* Happy will he be to find 
that they are not the forerunners of future per- 
secution, and that Europe is not rapidly retro* 
grading towards the days of mental slavery, 
when its whole surface presented a vast aceUama 
through the ravages of superstition. 



There are five hundred and seventy churches 
state of in France. The number of Protestant ministers 

Religion . 1 t -I « /*/x 

among the IS estfmatcd at two hundred and nny ; among 
ants. whom arc to be found devoted men, who mourn 
over the decay of piety in their church; and 
who are trying to adopt measures which they 
trust will, under the divine blessing, produce a 
revival of vital religion. One circumstance i$ 
particularly unfavourable to any combined efibrts 
for this purpose ; the Protestants cannot yet Iiold 
^ny grand synod without the permission of Go- 
vernment, and the disturbed state of affairs has 
for many years prevented them from requesting 
that privilege : the only intercourse which they 
can therefore enjoy, as a body, is at the ordina- 
tion of any of the young ministers, when as 
many assemble together as circumstances will 
allow. 
Favour- profcssor Encontrc has had it in contempla- 
Hosp^cts. tion for some time to publish a periodical work 
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that shall be an echo of those published in Eng- 
land, in which are report^ all the works of be- 
nevolence and piety that are transacting in the 
United Kingdom and throughout the world. 
From such a work we may anticipate the most 
beneficial effects, and the renewal of the friendly 
intercourse between France and England will, 
it is hoped, be the means of establishing a good 
understanding between Protestant Christians on 
each side of the water. * It is a pleasing cir- 
cumstancei that the most friendly disposition 
exists among the French Protestants towards 
their brethren in England of every denomina^ 
tiooi ; it is not therefore too much to hope for 
many mutual advantages as the result of a bet- 
ter acquaintance with each other. 

Montauban is now the only university which 5^^["* 
supplies the reformed church of France, f Since 
the first abdication of Buonaparte all connexion 
with the university of Geneva has been broken 
off, the separation of which from France is not to 
be deplored, as it is no longer the nursery of the 
great Reformers ; it holds in low estimation the 
deity of the Saviour, and " Ichabod" is written 
upon its walls. 

# Thu; work it suspended for the jnresent, owing to the recent 
persecutions. 

t Montaubau, though called an university, is properly a college 
belonging to a Catholic university, but set apart by the govcrit- 
flieiit f oldy for the instruction of Protestunts. 
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The university of Montauban has six profes- 
sors : M. Encontre, president of the consistory, 
and dean of the faculty, who lectures on theo- 
logy; and it is a happy circumstance that it 
devolves upon a man imbued with the spirit 
of Calvin, to explain the doctrines of Revela- 
tion: M. Frossard, late president, teaches Chris-, 
tian morals, and the eloquenee of the pulpit: 
Professor Borrard instructs the students in 
the sacred languages; on Professor Pradel de^ 
volves the task of biblical criticism and ecclesias- 
tical history ; to Professor M. Benedict Prevost 
hdongs the department of rational philosophy ; 
and M. Marche assists the classes in tb^ Greek. 
The cowse of studies at Montauban does not^ 
however, prepare many distinguished theologians; 
and the same defect which appears in our British 
universities, prevails there to a considerable degree. 
ti^TofSie "^^ constitution of the reformed church is 
cJjjJJ** Prerfy/man. It is divided into consistoricf, 
containing a certain number of ministers. Of 
these consistories tliere are eighty*mne. The 
consistorial church is always in some place, the 
population of which contains a large profoiikm 
of the reformed worshippers ; a number of smaller 
towns are attached to it, which form what is 
called the arrondissementy and which are served 
by the ministers of the consistory, in the same 
manner as some of our smaller villages in Engr 
land are, by the curates of large parishes in the 
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vicinity, just as ciFcumatances may allow. In 
some of. the principal places there are several 
congregations of three or four thcatsand persons 
each. The total number of churches at the 
present time is two hundred and thirty; 

The Protestants are now mostly to be found 
in the- south of France; but before the treaty of^Jl^^B- 
Bar is there were large numbers of Lutherans, of fhU^B?- ^' 
the Gc»ifesfflon of Augsburgh, who inhabited the **""^- 
northern boundaries of the empire. The num*^ 
bcr of the reforrned at that peri(Kl have been 
reckoned by some at seven millions, but by 
others reduced to five; they do not now amount 
to one million and a half. So great a deduction 
from the first estimate, leads us to doubt the 
accuracy of that statement, though they have 
been common sufferers in the war, and much 
diminished by intestine conflicts. They have long 
held their property, as well as tlieir lives, by a pre- 
carious tenure; and as they have been excluded 
from the dignified professions and the honours 
of the state, the greater part now are merchants, 
bankers, agriculturists, manufacturers, and arti* 
tihSf and have by their industry accumulated 
considerable wealth. 

All religions are equally supported by the Manner ia 
government of Francle; s6 that the Protestants, churchy 
as well as the Catholics, are paid by the states portcdf' 
and a certain niumber of persons, forming a con- 
venient arrondissementr can claim a church and 



Digitized by 



Google 



^99 urSTORICAL VIEW OP THE 

die usual sqpport; but it is customary for the 
churches to augment the salaries of the minis* 
ters by voUmtary contributions. 
^M^?p. ^^ conducting the worship of the reformed 
church, the following order is observed. Hic 
service commences with the reading of the scrip- 
tures by a person employed for the purpose, not 
necessarily in orders. The commandments arc 
then distinctly pronounced; after which the pas* 
tor reads a short prayer from the liturgy wluch is 
commonly used. Hie congregation having sung 
a psalm, be uttens a brief extemporary pray^, 
and proceeds with the termon. This is closed by 
another prayer from the liturgy, and a hymn of 
praise, when lie dismisses the asscmWy with tbe 
benediction. 

Sjl^Re^ Whbn we view die vast population of France, 
teciioDi. j^„ J i^jqJj ^t ^g g^^^ ^ religion in that country, 

we casmot but be deeply affected at its condition* 
Twenty-five millions of souls ane there sitting, 
for the most part, in the darkness of infidelity 
and superstition; and where the light of die 
Reformation has not been totally extingui^ed, it 
has long been only as the glimmering of a dymg 
flame, emitting at best bnt a dim my athwart 
the univensil gloom. Would to God that ^ pi»e 
and undefiied i«iigion" might prevail throughout 
that extensive country ! Were the energies of 
tlie French once directi^d to the propagation 
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of the gospel^ it b probable they would never 
stop in their career, till they had been the 
meanft of evangelizing the whole world. . 

Yet there is cause for devoot admiration and 
thankfulness, when we behold how the provi- 
d^ice of God has overruled all the late commo- 
tions in Fiance (or the promotion of his own ckuse. 
He ha^ made the wrath of man to praise him by 
Reserving the liberties of the refonned church, 
amidst the general desolation with which it has 
been surrounded, and at a moment when infidelity 
threatened to crush it for ever, and to extir- 
pate whatever of real religion superstition and 
bigotry had suffered to remain. A precious seed 
yet vegetates there ; and though it be but smalt, 
}et us cherish the hope that it may $hortly in^ 
crease a thousand fold. 

When we reflect upon the sufierings of the 
wibrtiied clnirch of France, they call to our re- 
cMectioa tiicse sufferings which were formerly 
endured in this country from the same cause, 
aad shuold place us upon out gisard againsi: the 
ascendancy of Popery* Not iJiat the writer 
would advocate the withholding from t^ 
Cathoikrs those rights nvhidi they have always 
withheld from others; — this looks too nmch like 
a sj'^tcm of retaliackoi, so contrary to tlie spirit 
pdrescriUbedintbat oommand, ^ render not tJvi! for 
evil, bot contrariwise blessing." It furnishes the 
Papists with an apology for .their past crimes, who 
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would point to Protestants^ in this citse^ as treading 
in their rtcps : it justifies th* same arbitrary prao- 
tices in other states which are Catholic, who will 
ftot fail to exclaim, that the same pioscrq>tions 
exist respecting the Catholics in Protestant 
states: in short, it is, in its most favoundUe 
construction, only doing evil that good may 
come. What have a man's religious sentiments 
to do with his political rights? For these he 
is responsible only to God and his own con^ 
science; and every kind of proscripuon on ac* 
count of religious opinions, is nothing less than 
PERSECUTION ! But the best guard which British 
Christians can employ against Popery is aetiv^ 
seal. Let diligence oppose diligence — let the 
genuine spirit of liberty, and the doctrine of the 
universal rights of conscience^ be difiused far and 
wide— let the holy scriptures continue to be ex- 
tensively circulated among all classes of the 
people — ^let the poor be taught to md them ; and 
let knowledge be advanced in all its branches, 
and by every possible means. God forbid that 
the t^Fee of liberty which is planted in Britain, 
should ever be scorched and burnt up by the re- 
kindled fires of persecution ; but let no measures 
be countenanced for its preservation but those 
which agree with the rights of all as men and aff 
citizens, and with the mild spirit of the Christian 
faith. It is better to be the persecuted^ thkn to 
bear the guilt of the persecutor. 
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The persecutions to which the French xe&rmed ; 
church has always.been exposed, excepting for a 
very short interval, call upon us to exercise ui^- 
feigned gratitude to Xjrod for the religious liberty 
with which Great Britain has for many years 
been so signally favoured. We owe this, partly 
to the admirable constitution of our country; 
a constitution which was formed by consum- 
mate wisdom, and is founded upon the broadest 
basis of genuine liberty; and partly to the 
mild spirit of the House of Brunswick, in sup- 
porting a faibric so jiobly reared by the hands of 
our William III. of immortal memory. Nof 
would it be just to omit here the name of 
George III. who, whatever opinions may be 
formed respecting his political measures in the 
eventful period of his reign, has obtained to 
himself a name ever to be revered in the 
churches, as the enlightened fbiend of re- 
ligious TOLERATION.* May his last days yet 
brighten, and his end be peace ! ! 

♦ Tlie writer cannot her© suppress a pleasing circumstanc« 
wbicfa lately transpired :— he was visiting a spot near one of the 
Tf|ral'|itl«Def> wftere the Dissenlcn now warship God wifhoul 
interruption, but where they were formerly exposed to YWf 
violent persecution. On asking the cause of this change, he was 
answered, '< We ewe it to our reye&bd Sovereion. He waa 
•Be day passing through this place in his carriage^ when the rabble 
^ere ga^iered together to interrupt the worship of the Dissenters; 
his Majesty stopped to know the cause of the hubbub, and being 
answered it was only some affair between the towns-people and th^ 
mitkodittt, he replied, loud enough to be heard by muiy, " The 
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Tht nSbhl^ Btrogglc^ (tf £l» itfbtmbA dhtnrch 
of Fmnce for the pretenratmh liiid restoratton rf 
religioas fiberty, "wifl shame as, as Britons^ if we 
fever tamely sabmit to the abridgment of our 
privfleges, and shonld 0rge us, t>y every const!- 
totional means in our power, to rally round tbose 
laws which are the bulwark of our rights, boA 
las. men and as Christians. The first inundation 
of civil and ecclesiastical tyranny upon tibe re- 
formed churches of France, was but the earnest 
of that future destruction which laid waste Hat 
temples dedicated to the worship of the tra« 
God, and banished myriads from their native 
wil, to «eek that asylum in foreign lands which 
was denied them by their own countrymen* 

And here we cannot but adore and tremble, 
"when we behold tiie retributive justice of the 
Almighty, in the recent revolutioirs in France, 
and especially in the cruelties inflicted upon die 
Catholic clergy, whorwere called to endure ihost 
suflerings from the vengeance of infidelity, which 
they, in their superstitious zeal, had inflict^ 
u|>on the unhappy Protestants.. Besides several 
auUions of French who have fiiUen in a wet of 
twenty-five yetirs, which has nwtieor less scourged 

tt^faodistf «rD a ^^i^ fdod liiid t>r peofit, ^A will dhtttni^ 
nobody; tubdtf I Tftfn Icsurti that attijf fMbta in vtf tmpltGy Hb- 
intb Ihaii, t!i»y ftbafi lie hntnediftteSy dliliilmd.^— tto Knro^l 

town ; and pw^wiUm tmi luA d«r«<l to Bft Kii1i«&d ihtte gfuce 
<bat pcjiwd.*'' 
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every iittifm m Europe^ two miUicms feit the 
uvengmg hmd of <3od in the honrible mastactei 
of the Rarolutioii, wliidi extended, like the per- 
iecntiom inflicted i£ip<m the Protestuits, even to 
the unborn botbe thut perished with its butchered 
mother; mud iSie blood <tf no less than twenty- 
fimr t^aosand priests^ which wns shed by the 
merciless hsttds of infidelity, seemed to silence 
the voice of ^t blood which had so long cried 
for vengeatnce £roMi imdar the idtar of heavm. 
llieir diurches w^am^ rsMd to the ground, or left 
in Tuins, like those of the oppressed refom^ ; 
the rig^ of conscience were denied to them, 
as tiiey had dented tbeui to others; tiiey were 
banished as the innocent Protestants were ba« 
nished by them ; timr estates were confiscated as 
they bad confiscated the est^^s of otibers ; ai^ 
Ihey drained ttieh* chief ar^lums in the same 
countries whither they had driven the scattered 
oherdie^ of tiie refbrmed iot refuge. The fo- 
leign Ptotestants returned good for evil to these 
persecutor, who/imbued with the spirit of their 
Others, were obliged to seek inciter in the hated 
bosoms of heretics. Can we call these fkcts to 
recoHectlon, together with the devastations of dM 
Papal territories, without exclaiming, " Verily, 
there is 4 God that jodgcth in the earthr 
•* Oreat md marvellous are thy worici^ Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou 
King of Saints r 
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Simpson, iii his Flea for ReMjgion, has con- 
tcmplated the sulycct i» the;satoe light :— " Tbe 
serious Christian will rcmcinbcr thcw are the 
days of vengeance for the innocent bkK>d that 
!was shed in that wide-c^t^nded kingdom, under 
the predecessor* of the late ' unfortunate ArtV^gr, 
(Louis XVI.) The doctrine of retaUatumy though 
little attended to in geneml, is aa undoubted 
law of God's kingdom, in the govcnurient of 
the world. A moral govermir mueit be morally 
just. ' He that slUddeth man's blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed: Barruel's History of the 
French Ckrgy, during the Reoolution, and Peter 
Porcupine's Bloody Bugy^ contain an awful coun- 
terpart to Claude's Complaints of the Protestants 
if France. The French philosophers hsi,ye scarcely 
been more cruel to the clergy ^ France, during 
the Revolution, than the clergy qf. Fr(^e, at 
different periods, have been to the Profestamts 
^France. We are all crying out s^nst the 
wickedness and cruelty of the pre3ent governors 
of that great kingdom, but we foBget that the 
kings, bishops^ clergy, nobles^ and gentry of the 
landi, played the same game and a^ted ^e same 
tragedy not very many years ago.— -It is the 
Lqh^'? controversy for the blood of his servants." 
But let us turn from scenes,, where, if perse- 
i^ution iMpires the soul with horror, retribution 
fills it with awe, and anticipate with delight that 
happy period when the Catholic church shall be 
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purged from its impurities, and when the Re- 
formed church shall no longer sit in sackcloth, 
nor yet tremble for her safety; when the in- 
fluence of ** the man of sin," shall no more ex- 
tend over France, nor any other country ; when 
he ** who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped,'* 
shall be consumed '* with the spirit of his 
mouth," and destroyed " with the brightness of 
pis coming ;" ** to whom be glory in the church 
|;Jjroujghout all ages, world without end. Amen." 
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NOTE I. 

The Vatuhis, inhabitttnh ^tke^ valHafotnmd by the JUp^ 
hitwtm Piedmont and DaupkinSy had lot^ beeadtvaied 
C^risiian^y when Hie liglk ^ the MrfomuHim fini 
dawned upen JBtirepe.-«pi^ I. 

Gx die Mcoiit ^a»iges m SofoiN^, it stf^vji^ tM ibh u^foiv 

|M^^ e^nM^, '* Sk^ch ^ ^ Past ^M Vr^rn^ State, 
of tbe y«idm Of W«l«lmiei wl^l>itiiig tH Vi41ie« o^ 
PieAAfiqfi^ rec^Mly repc^v^i W4 twid^^e4 (rqin the^ ^rigi^M 
MSS* bj *JB R^. TlHHniW Morg^^ftt ftP^iretary ,t;p t!|i< 
Gmeir^l £My «^ the Prqleet^nt JOigseqti^g Miaiatc^irft 9J( 
th^ |liree Dqdiqw^uq^i wi p^hHsih^ h^ qjriex of ijif^ 

,/' Pifdmoiit ba^g submitted to Fn«(^ jft fte year X^fiOf^ 
Hie Vandda w^re pbK:e4 pn d^ a^i^e fo<^t^ Mr^tb P^b^^ 
««ll)0et% and eporged from the state of sl^^je^ l^]^^]^ whi^b 
they had groaned for ages. This eve^t ip^ ijt^ ^wn q| 
th^ h^piness; for t(ie> govenupc^t aboliaMl fev^, Ca- 
^«Uc <5Urt», whicb wer^ oply au ^xpq^s^Jp ^Iveftate^ ^ 
Wl 94 ^«defttly ««9e€^s§^y by thf sn»^ wiphftr pf patji^ 
^«f HI th^ie CQnwimne*, ^^d grm^i tb« fi^.y^gj^ ^^if^ 
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parted them for salaries to the Protestant pastors, whose 
means of subsistence were reduced exceedingly low, by the 
cessation of the royal grant from England in 1796. 

The Vaudois foreseeing by the events of 1814, what wa» 
likely to be their condition, thought it necessary to depute 
M. Paul Appia, then Judge of tbc Peace,, and M. Peyran, 
Pastor of Pramol, to wait on his Excellency Lord Bentinck, . 
Commander of the British forces at Genoa, to request that 
he would take us under his high protection, and recommend 
us to the King on his return from Sardinia, that we might 
receive the same good treatment from him with his other 
subjects. The King arrived at Genoa while the Vaudois 
deputies were in that city, aivl lx>rd Bentinck had indeed 
the goodness to speak of us to our Sovereign, and to recom- 
mend iis to his favour. This was about the 18th of May. 
Victor Emanuel arrived at Turin on the 20th, aud cm the 
21st, he.puUished a Mapfe^,, by whidi he put in force all 
the Edicts which his predecessors had issued. The inhabi- 
tants (^ St. John, availing themselves of the liberty vtrfaich the 
French Govemiilent granted them, bad at length buik a 
church in the centre of dieir commune, and by the patents ^f 
the 50th of September, 1814, among other things, the King 
ordered the Intendant of die Province to compel us to shut 
up the church of St. John, as built beyond die s^t boua-' 
daries to which we had been odnfined. Thb to6k place in 
consequence of a letter from that magistrate to dief Moderator, 
on the 25th of November, 1814. t)f such importance ^did 
Victor Emanuel consider the recommendation of Lord Ben- 
tinck, the representative of a great and generous nation viiiich 
had replaced him on the throne of his ancestors ! He chose 
rather to be mfluenced by die perfidious insinuations of Idt^ 
ministers, or hb fanatical confeasors, dian to compfy ^ivith die' 
request of Lord Bentinck r* 

* '^ Immediately after the return of the King to his domi- 
nions, the Vaudois were deprived of all ^eir employmente^ 
^ch as receiverships of the contributidns, the places df 
Collectors of the salt duties^ secretaries of tfeB coihmuiiee^ 
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judges, See. ; and their young men of merits vrho had served 
with honour in France, were refused permission to enter the 
Army, with the declaration diat no Protestant officers would 
be received among the King^s forces/' 
- ^Charles Emanuel III. who called us kis good an$ 
faifJrful Vaudois, would not revoke one of the oppressive 
edicts, and we could not have any physicians or advocates of 
our religion, nor any military promotion above the rank of 
sergeant, excepting in die militia; whilst under the last 
(French) government, three attained the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, two or three that of major, and more that of chief of 
battalion, captain, lieutenant, .^nd m^ny received decorations. 
If they are dismissed from the service of France, what caa 
they do^ having no other resource than their military talentSy 
which die King will not value at all in Protestants. The 
Vaudots avow their having the principles of liberty of con- 
science, and of breaking the fetters by which they had beei^ 
bound for ages. Posterity will judge whether this be ^ crima 
before God, or even before men.' ' 

Thus are diese poor people reduced again to endure tiM 
barbarous proscriptions of former ages^ and anxmg the 
Uessings procured by British blood and treasure, during tiie 
late long and burdensome war, is to be reckoned the renewed 
oppression of^e excellent Waldenses. Thecoomrane of St. 
John contains 2050 iahabituits, out of which 5^ are Cadiolics ; 
by the edict of 167£, this conmime ** was prohibited from 
having dny temple or minisler who should reside there and exer* 
cue any part of his function. In like manner^ the inhabitants 
^ere prohibited from having schools ; and ware obHged to 
buUd a temple, and institute a curi cm the territory of iim 
commune of Angrogne. This circumstance, owing to the 
great distance of the centre of die commune of St. John, 
exposed their infant children to great danger in the winter 
time, when carried to be baptized.*' It has been observed in 
die above statement, that the useless Catholic cur6 was 
aboKshed by the late French government, and a chapel built 
jKHiv^nient for the Prote^ants ; but this, is now shut up^ th^ 
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•re obSged to eii4ttre tl^ur fooamr uiconT^edc^^ wd a 
QathoUc i>ri98t is replaced ia bia charge. ^ p^ra^m id 
4ie employ of the goveromest are displaced ; great n^mbera* 
of pastors are positively reduced to misQiy. The old edictsi 
fre restored, by ivhiqb dbe chiUreo c^ the sufierers are fiaUe 
lo be tjakeo jRway, without r^sQurce, from their pateiilagi and 
lo |>e shut up m couveuts, and the most iofamoua opfrea* 
akms have beeo practised^ The present wmber of Uiei 
Vaudo^ is 41)4969 of wI4$;h 1724 Qulji are CatboUcsi 



NQTBIL 

tecUrCj the first leader of the church at MeauXy was the first 
martyr. — p. 6, 

Leclerc wa% the prctomartjr of the RefmMkkm a 
Fraace, but D'Jrtis m bis Hisioire Abrigi Des MSerttra 
Franfois 1684; gives an account of a femakrnart^ aeenftny 
hefore the Reform^ian. Catbenne Saube vat a Mtave of 
Thou ia Lorraine. It is supposed that her mind isaa 
eenncted of seme of the errors of the Roman dumdi, smd 
ihat in her aeal for the tnith she was resolved topfopagalm 
it by the means flM>st likely to ensure success* As her fax 
prevented her from mixing with mot and drawmg diem from. 
the paths of error, she resolved to enter a conv^i^ Aat sb« . 
might instruct die asters of the same community. Aocord? 
ingty, she was solemnly admitted at Montpellier Ae 14A c$ 
November, 1416^ but the ^nd of October of the feUowiji^ 
^ear she was condemned to be burnt as an heretic* It ia 
eobjectured that this sentence was procured by the monks of 
t)m convent, whom she had ^ideavoured to convince of Ihmr 
errovs ; but being more attached to their ease and abundance 
than to the diligent investq^tipn of trath^ they took iliia 
mediod te get rid of her. The acoiser was a Jacobin of 
die name of Raimon Caboffo, ticar of the inquisitor. Her 
Cirimes were,*-*diqMitittg the infidlibiiity of the eburck^ tha 
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MkntlMO «C dM fiiidhviil^ airioiibif firfnaari>» mA plMgn, 
%(H7* WImi iWifrnw w«« {nooMnoed^ Jm mtt M l# tiM 
place of execution by the provost of the town, bttt Ml 
without the sympadiies of die people^ who» deeming her 
leataice too kevertt^ would have had a more lenient punish* 
ment inflicted upon her i in CQnsequence of which the Bishop 
of Maguelonne, having performed a solemn mass, preached^ 
a sermon in which he end^voured to shew that thi^ g^l had 
been jusdy condemned* Some time afterwards the convent 
was burnt with all the religieus^ in itp lest the sentiments 
nAicli 4»a had propaf^led ha k wdi sucae^i^ dkauU obtain 
a moNt ffiB9fsni ckcnhiioa \ 



NQTE III, 

^ yovng man rushed upon him with his szoard : ^ Respect 
my gr&jf hairsy" said CoUgni ; the assassin answered 6^ 
burying his sword in his body.'^p. 4Q. 

The name of Coligm'a murderer wa« Beme i k^ was a 
nadve of Wirtemberg, and educated in the house of the Duke 
ol Guise. This manV end was a remarioMe pioof that 
^VMiie jusdee wil) sometimes overtake die tnmsgmssor in dMI 
pffMent sMe. ^ He was,*' 8ay» Bayle, ^Hkea in Xainiwtge, 
by the garrison of Boti#€Vf/fe, in die year 1575. 6e promised 
a great ransom, and to eauseMoif^fPfffttobereleasedy whom 
the Cadiolics had taken in Dauphini. The only dettre iA 
mibsKg Monthrwk kept Btmt from bek^ put to death, 
wiMNfere he was in great fear when he heard that Mxmtbrvm 
was executed ; he bribed a soldier, who saved kirn on a good 
horse, with a pistol at his saddk bow. Bertamilh^ Governor 
0f the place, Jinding that he was escaped, mounts on a ctopt 
horse ahne^ and overtakes Berne and the soldier, and havd^ 
no other weapon but a swordy makes at both of them;^ the 
eoldier would not waif for him^ but Berne cried out to him^ 
them Ifnoepest thfit I am a dangerous fHhw^ and fired Us 
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pit^; the odier, wttwerkigy I will not have thee to be so 
•By longer; thrust hismord up fo the hilt into his prisoner's 
belly.'' 



NOTE IV. 

Popish Commissioners were placed over all the affairs ofth^ 
Protestants. — p. 72. 

The followii^^ b a specimen of the vexatious prosetodom 
to which the reformed ministers were subjected at diis 
period. It was published as an appendage to an excellent 
sermon which was the subject of censure, and which the 
preacher printed in his osifu defence, to exculpate himself 
from the charge of disloyalty made against him by faJs Popisli 
accusers; from which it i^ here translated. 

The Examination and Confession of Monsieur H^orin^ 
Minister of Moise^ after taking an oath before trody that 
he would speak the truth. 1 684. 

Having asked him his na^e, age, rank, and re^id^nce^ he 
answers upon his ^pd oat)i, thfit his name is John Moriii, 
ininister pf the Reformed Church pf Mpise, ag<|d aboul 
forty years, residing at the said Moise. 

Question. — Hpw long has the r^pondent been minister of 
Moise? 

jin^wp'.'^He does no^t make himself responsible x>r answer 
to his prejudice, as he means to appeal against the informa^n 
and decree whiph may novyr follow, or shs^l fpUow a| apy 
future period ; yet that he may i^ot seei^ to be diso|iedient 
to justice, he is ready to answer, and in consequence h^ 
replies, that he has been minister of Mpise thirteen years. 

Question.-r-T^i^ lie not assist at the. Synod of St. Just on 
the fourth of l^st November ? 

-4iA$a?er*-rHe did a^ist ther^^ 
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Qtfei<i0ft.— *Id it Hot true diat he prvacWd before any of 
ihe odier miBislers wbo preadied there also ? 
,1 Jinmer^ir-^Ue also gitots the uadersaid inteitogatory. 

Question. — Does he not kiA>w that there are many de» 
clarations of his Majeafy, which fortnd miniiAers to jMreach 
in r any oth^r places than those in which their ministry is 
^lcercised> under any pretext whatever^ and ^specially by a 
declaration of the year 1682. 

jintmt'-^l^o declaration has ever come to his knowledge 
which forbade ministers to preach in any other {daces Atan 
those in which their ministry is exercised; and besides,. he 
has not piBeached at the Synod of St* Just, but in consequence 
of the Act of the Synod held at Barbezieus the year before^ 
which appointed the respondent to open the next Synoc^ 
iwhi^h act he presupposed was j9^nt to. ^ Council, and upon 
which there was no revocation of Council* 
, QueHion.-^If besides the infracnion of which both himself 
and the odier tnini$flters who preached have been guilty, in 
preaching contrary to the declarations of his Majesty which 
forbade them, is it npt ^o true that the said n^isterjs and 
himself plotted together to preach unanimously against the 
c^ahm^ity of the time^ and the tormenti and severities which 
those of the Catholic, Apostolic, and Refornied reli^n, made 
ih€Bi endure, under the name of their adversaries and 
enemies. 

Answer.-^He abides by the answers which he has givei^ 
on tin sul]§ect of the pretended infractiony that he has 
preached in other places besides his own; and as <x> the 
conspkacy of his colleagues and himself, the thiiig is 
impos'i^le, and charity and the gospel which he preachea 
IWbidit: 

- Qties^o».— Does he not khow that there are an infinite 
ituaiber. of declaratiops of the -king which, forbid all those 
who niake a profession of the Reformed religion, and paiv 
ticularly- thbir ministers, to employ any other terms than 
tliose which are full of respect and deference for the Ronum 
religion, and to use no other name thiein that of Catholic, in 
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tiie same declmitieM mgmik mpim tiMii nMtlMsr tm jiniiiiig 
Bor om^^ ibom ulid Mriie ii fraiMMOil of their idigioii^ 
«id lit<r« any i»cl«MidM to <iMdg«» 

j#Mn«r;i^H6 hto itfet«r iiid ifti^ dmig in lib «maofit««r 
HI 4»i i^oiiwrsatioM wifkh ww IM« «M^oimMd^ t# tlM 
Kflpect wkidi he «W6« «o Ibe ttligioiiDf the Rmmui Ckmdkj 
«8 being that which his prince pKfkates ; ft6r hiai he ton- 
imaiisd 4my <Me to turic^ « {MifeiMoii 'Of ibt iMbnbed 
fi^ioft wi^ wished to tbmite it. 

OmtftWH.-^^ il «Q« ime thuft in itkt wrm&m ^tech 4m 
f«spmdis«t ]praadited «t the SyMMl 'ef ^ Jwd) ii due iM>ii& 
of iMt N<Kreiiil>«r, he employedl feotttty sIKmiom «ttil com* 
lemons, whi€ii by « iigurafti^ «iediiun gave Ilia «ndiidfil « 
fti^M idea ^tf* %hi» Roimm^ ChiMh» wd of fhe wMb^ hk 
general, and the saored persen *Gf die Kbgf 

j^^Mwer^-^Wifh aH dttferenoe lie 4esies ^ aaM iiiter^ 
rogatory as imlst mid ^supposi^tioiis ; lor the respect vaA 
viMeratien irhicb he oagbt 4o have for Hat sacred peraon o€ 
^ Kttig, Imm alfmys b^n a prevendve. 

Quet/Um.'^lt it net mie ihat after Ae veapondettt ba4 
.finislied hia ^a^oiirae, not only all ^ CiiiidHca %rfao heeufd 
hitn, teatified their aatomshment at Ihe ft^kni^ 4miga ^vUch 
he fiad tmi in Ms •Ascoin^e, but that die respondent waadM 
warned by some of the ministers who heard him f 
. ilMiMr.*^He eonfesaea ^e truth Ifaatt he was vnmdi by 
some friends, «nd among odiera by Monsb«r Rotmlm, 
mitiistier of Thomay-Chanmte, who beairf Ihe mfatatm 
which fbtber Roassiemade of the respondent's diioMva^ an 
which refu^tJiHi^ saidFadier RoosmmmphBnedtif«oiM 
figurative terms, which the respondent had used ib has 
•enttott : and he aaaeits that tUe OommisMriea ^of the JQ^ 
having oomphdned the day after In ftli Synod, on dn pmt 
of the said Fadier k Roussie, tliey were aatafied imA tiw 
encases of the respondeat, aiaid only €fNM:led diat Ae lainiyJiiK 
sfawid be exhorted to say nothing which w«» not cOaibmaUe 
to the decUrationa of die King. 
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-Ale )^r&coiicertd| plan of all the miftkldriof the Synod, tocic 
fbr htt te^d, ' We have Ihis ireiilire iii earthed Velteb/ winli 
*rt« Si. Padlf . . 

AtmDir.'-^He graou Ihat^e look his iftit Imnthe second 
Ef^isde of St. Paul %o the Cddndiiaiis^ ^ fourth chapter 
idad tiie set^nth verse : ' But we have tlds tveasura in eardidn. 
Vessels^ ihait the etceflency of the poivtr mvjr be of Qodfmad 
Hot of flieti.* 

Qit€s^H(m.^-^lM k not true that he proved in his semoa, 
)dbal diis tueasore was ^e veord of God, and the tight of th« 
gospely and that the minislers wei'e the earthen vessels i 

udbutrer.-^He grants that it is true that be said neaiiy 
Wlmt'has been repeated in the said itttei^^ogatory, but tinil 
he cbittidered the Apostles as the depositaries vi4o 4aiMi 
fhemselves earthen vessels ; and that mimsters vrere called t# 
caity this light, that they by it ttiight enligMen others. 

Ctuestion. — Is it not true that he also sakd in platn terms, 
^ I -do not admire the conquer of the King, for id fact the 
weaker must yield to the stronj^r i but I admire the light of 
die gospel in eaitiien vessels, triuraphiiig over goVemorS| 
princes, and lings; that it was diis treiu^ure which had 
overthrown idols and their tempks, which had made aU the 
fVC^ to submit ; th^ it should not excite astonishmeM if 
AiS iight appeared to be half^xtingui^ed at the preaent 
litiie ; that there was still ks much fire as ever ; that there was 
fio reason to fear, because ^e weaker party bad often 
tanqtiished the strong ; that small amnes had defeated gfeat 
ones ; that ffies had defeated legions ; and diat ^A« light of 
ihe gospel, which appeared to be half-^itinguisfaedt •could do 
tiie wonders wUrdi it bad fdrtoerly dene :' aiid at last, furtring 
towards the ministers, he said to them, ' it belongs to yon, ki 
Ms urfiappiy time, k belongs to you, ministea^ of the holy 
g08pei> to tlefend this treasare against those who ussail it, 
^ce it Is committed to you; you are indeed eardben vessels 
by ytmr weakness, but you are capable of trtamphhig over 
nB Ihe worid with this l^t.' 
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dtamr. — Tbe Mid kile^bgttiiry has per^rted the entire 

tense of the expressions Mrbich the respondent used in his 

sermon; it has iinited what ought to he separated^ and 

divided what ought to he joined ; hesides, there are sonif 

things supposed, applied in an ill-sense, and which make jthe 

respondent speak any thing at pleasure^ He 1^ alwaj^s 

admired the conquests of the King, and prays God that h« 

.would always make his armies victorious and triumphant: 

and in the sermon about which he is interro^ed, he uses 

diese expressions: ^ We do not think it strange when we^ee 

the Alexanders an^ong the Greeks, and the Caesars among 

the Romans, marching at the head of those fonmdable 

armies, which carried terror every where, which beat down 

the thidcest walls,, which forced the strongest bulwarks, and 

wUeh, breaking through the greatest difficulties, made them^ 

selves masters of Uie proudest cities in the world ; we have 

seen this more than once, and our Caesar the sun of France^ 

teaches us in the history of tlie present times, that this is 

not a rare thing, much less impossible to brave soldiers, and 

noble captains.' And the respondent, to elucidate his text, 

added, ' but who can avoid surprise at beholdii^ poor men, 

who never before made any noise in the world, who till then 

had lived in obscurity, the dregs of the people, and the outcast 

pf niankind, marching with this equipage to encounter rulers^ 

lo make crowned heads tremble, and to force them to say 

that they were almost persuaded to be Christians ; marchii^ 

to overthrow idols, and to set the standard of the cros^ 

in their pla<^, even subduing hearts, leading the thou^^ 

captive and prisoners to the obedience of the IfOrd Jesus V, 

And the respondent added, ' must we not confess that it is tb^ 

work of the great God, where we see die power of the 

sovereign God shining forth in so glorious a manner T a|^ 

thus he glided into his text. The respondent adds^ 1^«|^ 

shewing the excellency of the power of the treasure of 

the gospel, and the efficacy of the grace of God ia 

tfie conversion of sinners by, the mimstry of feeble iostrv^ 

ments, such as the Apostles, he said, ' that if it bad been o| 
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vnen^ we sfaould have seen die strong overcoming the weak: 
but here, as it was the work of God, we taw ten or twelve 
persons triumph over all the world ; besides, the operation of 
these miracles vnthout might or probability was no new thing ; 
that God, who at the beginning had created all things from 
nodiing, could employ weak and despised men, to effect the 
wonders of grace; we had seen armies destroyed by gnats, 
and multitudes defeated by other insects ; we had seen the 
Tower of Babel return into its nolliingness by only the 
confusion of tongues ; we had seen the walls of Jerichb fall 
'at the sound of the rams' horns; we had seen the terrific 
Goliath thrown tb the earth by a young shepherd ; and three 
hundred men only simply armed with earthen vessels, in 
which they carried lighted lamps, had defeated the countless 
armies of Midian :' and the respondent added, why should we 
now think it strange that God uses feeble instruments in 
appearance, to effect all the things of which the respondent 
had spoken, in the conversion of Jews and Gentiles. He 
likewise added, addressing himself to the ministers who should 
^ealighteo with this light chiefly in a time in which sin and 
corruption so much needed it, that he could safely say in 
this respect, that the times were unhappy, in which men were 
avaricious, ambitious, and voluptuous, allured by false good. 
Question: — Why does the respondent attempt by so iong 
and so perplexing an answer as that which he has jnst made, 
to disguise the truth, and the natural and evident consequence 
of all the examples which he has adduced before us, by 
insinuating the possibility of making the application to the 
avaricious, the ambitious, and the voluptuous, since it is 
certain that all these similitudes are only proposed in scripture 
to encourage the feeble and the innocent to hope, that they 
shall one day overcome their enemies, tind those who oppose 
themselves to the progress of the gospel, which by the turn 
'which he has given to all his siniilitudes, cannot be apjdied 
but to the Roman Church, and to those who are now the 
protectors of it by just and right means. 
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^j9i99^.F^Tb^ ^99mfk9 mlmk h^ hap oM lUPt ftiniriied 

^del^^ at St Ju#| F 

Jbmcer. — It tibouM hm lit 24 W9. 

^QiffilJoM.— Wbjr, kaoiHiv tint it woidd neply to the ai^qor 
jatiw against iMm of litmng preach^ raahly and sedisiotttly^ 
kmk^mt brouglit it to us^^iQce be had notice hmg vmc^ 
4lilit lie was accmed of having |ireaehe4 in this menn^ ud 
that wre had lodged an infiMinatioii ^pdnst him ? 

Jmwer. ^If he has not l>roiq;fat his sermoo, it is bceana^ 
be did not diink that he should have beep a3ked for it^aatf 
above al), fpr (hat jmrt about which he ha» jiirt bo^V^qBlli^ 
tiw^d* 

Ijiefe th^ ^^9o^satiop ended. 



NOTE V. 

Many inneeent tictims were tkremn inU prisms aiuf dut^ieoi»p 
and cojuigned ie the mhiffing-f9Hj the geiUqfii ^ 
banishment. — p. 7S. 

The writer lately met with Martin's New Te^tameat in 
iltierto, at the house pf i^ gentleman at Hackney^ fi which 
were preserved a passpcMt otreimm from the gallejSi and an 
efplfufiatory letter pf some interest. 0e begged permission 
to copy it, and has here given Ae oiif^iiali accompanied with 
4 traQsl4lion^ 

Pour Monsieur k Reverend Dotteitr Cheney, Chamoine ie 
V^gUse Cathedral d^ Whchster. 

Voici le Nouveau Tfstimient not^ de Monsiem' 
M^ttR, que J'lii fait racQmmoder» dom^ me fit present 
lorsque J'etois sur leji Oaleres de Fmiic^ pomr 1» parole de 
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Dieii, mm hi grlMte |rtMM;iiti6ii<4e h&m Qtttitord^fi^ c^ 
q«e Jtrdjis mtifft VmM&SSBad^vtiec k ^ y w ife wi rn'obsefvoil 
fKMt M*Mif ttihit <b JQiAr 4m ^diiiolAlioM que ma irts- 

Itt&it k pttole 4^ VtlTO, ^ii'il leufeiiiie, ll^etant piw li€€> iti6 
ifit %iaiicrt k MttiflMig<fe el Tttfttur 4m ]^apbte» ^ui mVisstiil&t 
AmuBMMift or Ditu mymk ^foBa reinp«i ftn pess^ite chaitt^ 
Je l*«Hl]^rtai «%^ moi o^tniM te ittj«t adttrimbk d\id itti- 
t«eie tte m PrwMems^ q«^ Hue ie ft conserver jmraii w9k 
thiijit MOMmi <|t94 «i*MvinMiiitfleiit« Etsperant, Moiniettr^ 
4|iUiefeipit J«vitii!sde^«BdireyotiM teferaagreerav^plud db 
lAutir, eotttt^ UA fmffCHt U^ii^-pt^cieox. Souhulaiit, Moft- 
^MT) fie tons f piAiabt Iffe du tndks peadimt aatant 
d^iftiilliMrf %tt» J'y lA leii> (elypuMiezlitierlatieetenielkdoiit 
ii em laaoiiro^^vMs pritet Montiair, d^ ne eroire tonjoiirs 
ftmapH dt l^cOliMiMIMice de r«Sbe!don i^hflMiefitie doftt Yens 
oi' faoniiorts A agi4iibtemetit^ «t avee tia pmibftd respect, 

Votre tris humble et tr^ obtiftMUt der^itettr, 

Jikan Serbes, le jeune. 
Winchester* te pfeilder AtM, ] 74Q. 

Vu par nous, Conseiller du Roy, Nid. 7ST7- 

en ses Cej! Intendant- 

General des Galeres de Ffattce> , 
lefiO Mai, 1713. 

Novs Jean Francois de Rozel et Chaeles 
^BANgois Blondel db Jouvencoubt, ConseiUer 
du Roy, Commissaire Ordonnateur, et Controlleur det 
Galeres de Prance : Cerdfions si tous qu'il apartiendra, que 
Buivant les Ordres du Roy address^ si Monseioneub lb 
^ARBCHAii DE Tesse, ChevaUer des Ordres de sa Migest^, 
Oeneral des Galetes ; ^t en son absence 4 celui qui les 

^ 98 ani. t43 ; Tayant ^Cftt It Mitiiltel an 160*. t Not inteUigible. 
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commande : et A M. Aenoul, Conacillcriu Roy e&«es Con- 
fleUs, Intendant^Geneml deed, gateres^en datte du 17 Mai^ 
I7l3,«teiiiousremi8: Nous nous |ioiiimQ8tran&povtez8«rl!tine 
desdites Galeres dite la G^ Beale et Uomi le Botmni 
Jean Serre, For§at, kgk de 45 ans, oatif de Moalaidban^co»^ 
damn6 par — — . — ' " a Grenoble, rendue le 24 

Mai, 1686, i servir sur les galeres de sa Majesty : Leqnel 
Jean Serve nous aurions fait detacher de la drntn^ennot 
prepuces, donn^ pleine et entiere liberty, ^ confiitioa 
neanmoins de passer sur le champ par mer daw Jes paik 
£trai^ers, et de ne plus rentrer dans le royaume, ^ peine 
d'etre remb en galere pour le reste de sa vie, saiyant lesdits 
ordres du Roi ; eu foi dequoi nous lui avons fait especber.ces 
presentes pour lui servir ^t yaloir ainsi que de^ raison. 
Prions et requerons tous gouvemeurs, lieutenails de roy, 
maires, echevins, prevots, capilaines des . poits> ponts.* et 
passages, de laisser seurement et librement passer ledk 
Serre afin de jouir de la libert6 4 liu accord^e par 9a 
Majest6. D^livr6 k Marseille sous le Sceau Royal de la 
Marine, le fJO^Juin, 1713. 

roz^. montomeu. 

Blokdel * * * 
(L. S.) 
{The Rcyal Arms.) 

TRANSLATION. 

For the Reverend Doctor 'Cheney, Canon of the Cathedral 
Church of Winchester. 
Sir, 
This is the New Testament with the notes of Monsieur 
Martin, which I have had re-bound. He made me a -pre- 
vent of it when I was in the Galleys in France, for the word 
of God during the great persecution of Louis the Fourteenth, 
and I x>btained it in spite of the vigilance with which I was 
observed, to prevent me from enjoying any Consolation^ 
that my very long* and very afflicting captivity Remanded. 

* TweBtjr-eight years. 
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This dmne book remained nuuiy years wAk me b my chains ; 
but the ^ord of truth which it contains not being bound, 
enabled me to overcome the falsehood and error of the 
Papists who assailed me furiously ; and God having at length 
broken my heavy chain, I brought it with me as the admirable 
subject of a miracle of his Providence who assisted me in 
preserving it amidst a thousand evident dangers which' 
surrounded me. Hoping, Sir, that what I have just related 
to you, will make you accept it with more pleasure, as a * 
very precious present; wishing. Sir, that you may be spared- 
to read it, at least as many years as I have read it,* to draw* 
^om it Aat eternal life of which it is the source ; aud intreat- 
i>^g youy ^f ^o believe me always filled with gratitude for- 
die Christian affection with which you have so agreeably 
honoured me, I remain, with profound respect. Sir, 

* Your very ^humble and very obedient servant, 
John Serres, LE JEUNE. 

liTinchester, August 1st, 1740. 

PASSPORT. 

Seen by us. Counsellor of the King No. 7877. 

jn hist Intendant-General 

^ the Galleys of France, the 20tb 
^f May, 1713. 

lA Fleur-de-lis.'] 

We, Jean FRANgpis de RozEii^ and Charles Fran- 
cois Blondel de Jouvencourt, Counsellor of the 
Kipg, Orderly Commissary, and Controller (or Overseer) of 
die Galleys of France, certify to all to whom it belongs^ that 
according to the orders of the King, addressed to MoN- 
SEiGNEUR THE MARSHAL DE Tesse, Chevalier of the 
Orders of his Majesty, General of the Galleys, and in his 
absence, to him who commands diem : and to Mr. Arnoul, 
Counsellor of the King in his Council, Intendant-General of 

* Forty-two. I had it at Marseilles in 1608. 

f Ttie words omitted are not intelli^ble in the origiaal. 
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1^ AWlirMX* 

ag^ foHgr-Av^ % nadve ol Me«liiii)Mii|^ foadwo^gd liy ■■■■> ■- 

nx^ im ii» gaUk^i ^ iM M^cmk^ ^«'^4 Jkkm Sm^ w# 
hfKv^ ^vmA Ift bQ itfeftfted Imm ttti cbwii^iA our pw i tiwg ^ 
aAi hiiTQ gwil%i foil «id «atu« lib«Mnj(>cia cMiUii^ hiMif^ 
Qfei tly^ h^ 9h»U kMMMdy tr w j gpwrt 1u«d9^ by m^ m^ » 
fiwoigii ^miatay^wd mives agpMt v«toii imiQ tb« hmffiom^ 
mti^ tbe pe«^ q£ bob^p aMi b«fidi %o tfa^ gtDffj^9>flM iha 

hiA ^ vhkh w# b»y« 4««wik up dMM pr^vottbi for bU 

taiants of ^ king^ nwyeia^ 4iciri&j^ pMi;vo«li^ oiiplUii* ofi 
th€ ppfto^ bf»%«i^ WMi |^«KB€% IQ. pM«ii( ^ said S^yTS 
safely and fr^djr lo paa% that he may enjoy the liber^ 
gianted to him by his Majesty^ Deliirexed al Marieilks under 
the Royal Seal of the Marine, die 20th of Juoe, 1713- 

909^£L« MONTOLIEV^ 

(L.S.) 

(The Royal Arms.) 



Jib<0f*Jof«9 cyt£tf 2^>9 «wre> 7io# iiMke<^ «x^m 

•» m Me teigm of Omrks IJf. ami Loui» XIV\'> ^ 
99m^blbodwa$spii$imtk0C(M$&rfpdigion^-^fi.M^ 

In ii^ brief acc«ri]|i|t qf Louis XV. be i»ratbeif re|Hre«eAteii 
a^ l^turive. tba» as t^ms^ any eocQuragement in thft wori^ of 
l^riejcutira^ Sut il seems pi» fmtbei! ^Qi|wyA that be carriedL 
his persecuting edicts to as great an extent as circumstances 
would allow ; for in oHisftqiien^ ef tbe solvere wmammmof 
the former peiipi^ he kadkas materiab to woritopesH however. 
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^Mdi the few dM fetttiodd h« sliewed h^ 
successor of Ae tynomicat Loins XTV • As the i>er8ecution» 
under this monarch have only been very briefly noticed^ it ia 
Ibe deagn of this note to supply the deficiency. 

Dttffiai; the minority of Loni8< XV. widef the wgaiiiiif «i 
the Dirite of Orleans, ikt QmertOKat was mere fii i oumbl e 
to the Protestants than it had ftmnerly been ; but the admi- 
nistration falfing into the hands of a Cardinal devoted to the 
Jesuits, by their influence a new dechuration was issued on 
Am 14Ah of May, ^7M, wfaieb contained in it wfaatevef was 
OMSl Mevtsf in the edieta etf Louis XiV. Bat witho«a 
mthi'mg any animadrersions^ the reader is here presented 
widi the copy, which is rather difficult to be procured at flie 
present time : — 



jSne MsiKg Sf Pwwmms Os9his'tiSitM€ totntiSmitt^ MSthgi^t^ gitcst ef 

I«EWi», by lh« grace ef Ged, Kin; ef France and Navarre: to-all^ 
te whem these prestnts *h«lf cmae, gre«6n^. Of «n the great aii# 
important designs, fbmed in the coarse of his reign by the hite Kmg; 
oitr snch hononried gteat-gr«mf-she, there is none, whfeh we hive 
moremtkBartj m u t ini iB mi ttr pursue ani exeentewkk more vigour, tktm HU 
^kiigtt ke^ ninfmesetf, ej toltiBy exfi rptttntg Mresf^ tit mis KfHj^tKfm / e 
diesigtt whidr he thought worthy of hir oflwearied attetttMn fe the 
|asf nomenf ef his MCe. With a view ht emry ew a work to wffrHif 
^iff Wht peeSy oiMtzeeM, awf were fno eo&tter cotne to t^e, out ourjtree etnr^ 
w«y, t& emute to Beleitt hefifre tts the e^^t, dkebtratrons, dnd decreet of 
^fMat^nx wkMn ktive Ween puNtsnotI oh' tn<0t hetn, tit orwsr' to reitnr tntt 
ttetessttry provtstons for tmti purpose ; ttint eu^otit uiv our offieerSy t4 
fektettre, thtU tkey bejoBterved witk the utniott eseaetHess, Bat haTing* 
been informed, thst for sereraF years past, the said decrees have 
been hot coKtIy and remissly executed, especially ht the provinces 
that have been aflficted with the plagire, and hr which arb to IM 
ibttttd the greatest ntiuiher of enr sabjects, whv formerly pmfissserf 
the pretended Reformed rcfigion; this neg^eet being owing td 
^certain false and dangerous impressions, which some insincere ancf 
pretended eonverts ta flie Roman Cafltolfc and Apostolic religion, 
ectvated by sinister motfhes, have endeavonred secretly to fnsimiate 
daring oar minority : this^ I say, having engaged us tb renew our 
attenfioft to so important a concern, we have, upon examination^ 
ikeojpre^^, Hmt tl^ principal abuses, which have crept in among 
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us, and which require a speedy remedy^ reg^ard ohiefijr the followuif^ 
particulars, viz, the unlawful assemblies ; the education of children ;. 
the obliging all, who exercise any public function, to profess the 
Roman Catholic and Apostolic faith; the pains and penalties to be 
inflicted on those, who relapse into their former errors, and the 
solemnisation of marriages ; on all which we are resolved to sigmfy 
in' the most clear and express manner, what our will and pleasure is. 

To this, end, with the advice of oar council, and of our own 
special grace, full pqwer and royal authority, we have required and 
commanded, and by these presents signed with our own hand, do 
require and command ; and our will and pleasure is ; 

Article I. That the Roman Catholic and Apostolic religion 
«lbft«, be exercised in our realms, dominions and countries ; and we- 
Ao forbid all our tuhjecti^ of what state, quality and condition soever^, 
to practise any, except th,e said Catholic religion, or to asiembUfor, 
that endy in any place, and on atty pretence whatsoever ; under pain of 
keing condemned to the Galleys for life, if they are men ; and if women^ 
of being shorn, and eoi^nedfor ever, in such places as our judges shaU 
think expedient ; with confiscation of goods in either case: amd evem, 
under pain of death, to those who shaUaenmhle in attms. 

U. Being informed, that there have sprung up, and sUll are 
springing up, daily in our realm, a gpreat number ot preachers whose 
sole business it is to stir up the people to rebellion, and to dissuade: 
them from the practice of the Roman Catholic and Apostolic religion,. 
We do command, that all jn^eaehers, who shall call assemblies, preach m. 
them, or discharge any other function, be put to death i the punishment, 
appointed by the declaration in My 1686, for the ministers of the. 
pretended Reformed religion ; which we would not, for the future,- 
have any one esteem a mere threatening, which will not be pnt in, 
execution. We do likewise forbid our subjects, to receive the said, 
mmisters or preachers, to conceal, aid, or assist them, or have directly^ 
or indirectly any intercourse or correspondence with them: we 
farther eiyoin all those, who shall know any of the m^ preachers, U> 
inform against them to the officers of the respective places; the; 
whole under pain, in case of trespass, of being condemued to the; 
galleys for life, if men ; and if women, of being shorn, ai;id shut up 
the remainder of their days, in such places as our judges shall think 
expedient; and, whether they be men or wopien, under pain of 
confiscation. 

III. We require and command all our subjects, and particularly 
those who have heretofore professed the pretended Reformed 
religion, or whose parents made profession of it, that they cause 
their children to be baptized in the parish-churches, where thej 
tive, within four and twenty hours after they are bom, unless they 
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liave iobiauieil leave iix>m the archbishopg or tbe 'dioeesan-bi^ops 
to (lefidr the ceremony of baptism for some weighty reasons : we 
f&rther enjoin,- that all midwiyes and others, who assist women in 
the time of delirery, do ffixe notice of the biitb of children to the 
cfiirates of the respective places; and that oiir officers, and the 
officers of our highjuitieet,* do keep a strict hand in this respect, and • 
panish offenders bj fine, and even by greater panishments, if the 
eiLigence of the case require it. 

IV. As to the education of the children of those, who have 
heretofore professed the pretended Reformed religion, or, whose* 
parents made profession of it, onr will is, that the edict of Jannaij- 
1686, and the declaration^ of the I3th of December 1606, and of the 
16th of October 1700, be put in execution, in every particular 
therein contained ; moreover prohibiting all our subjects, to send 
their children to be educated out of the kingdom, unless they have 
first obtained leave of us in writing, signed by one of our secretaries 
of state ; which we^haH not grant, wKhout being sufficiently satisliedy 
that the parents are true and sincere Catholits ; and this, upon pain, 
in case of trespass, of a fine of six thousand livres, at the least, or . . 
more in proportion to the estates and abilities of the parents of the 
sidd children ; the said fine to be renewed every year, so long aa * 
the said children shall, in defiance of our prohibitions, remain in 
foreign countries: in which respect^ we enjoiii our judges to keep 
a strict hand. 

y. Our will is, That all possible care be taken to settle in all 
parishes, where they are not already provided, school-masters and 
mistresses, to instruct all the children of both sexes, in the principal 
mysteries and duties of the Roman Catholic and Apostolic religion ;' 
to carry them to mass, all ordinary working days, as much as may 
be; to give them the instructions, they stand in need of on that^ 
subject, and to take care, that they attend divine service on Sundays 
hod holidays ; as also, to teach them to read, and even, if need be^ 
io write: the whole, as shall be ordered and appointed by the 
archbishops^and bishops, pursuant to~ the twenty-fifth article of the 
edict in 1696, concerning the ecclesiastical jurisdiction. And that 
this onr vrill may be the better efiected, our farther pleasure is, that 
in places where there is no other fond for that purpose, there be a 
tax laid on all the inhabitants for the sum requisite to the settling 

* Those persons, who are called io several places of thii ordinance, 
hauts justiciers, high justices, are lords of manors, who have the privilege, 
within their own district, to cause a capital punishment to be inflicted, and 
to judge of all manner of causes, either civil or criminal, those excepted in 
which the King may be concerned. There is an appeal from their 
seot'ences. Seek DiciioQnaire dt Trevjux, ATt'icle Justice, 
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tlie uid ■MMteri •mA mmtBrna^, to llie — MWHit of ^m hn«dr<i mA 
iftjlirretpcr «■»«« fot MMton^ Md^ok JimidMd €Nr nittraMes : 
mil that •« tWyatmrt toitofi i— w tt i y to^tfc«t piiiy»«»w t^ grMi»4 
without •xp«ttee» vn *< tdmai wkiflli the M€Mntllm§^ mA 4m9mtm 
lUboptk, and emmkumno^ ap^mtod ttMrovglwirt ow pwiteeM te> 
tfc»»«ccaitioi>ef —r ■ ■ j fari> ilMJlgwf m oj^IIhiI: ■■Ip pii t 

VI. We e^|6iki all fiitinn, motlwvs, t«loit» uidl etheny ml^ Me- 
eoneenied in tiie education of children^ ya rtio^l ariy oi tbaseidMae 
MiMtfs ittdmatlwre pu faMcd tke pretended RelbraMd leligioay er 
weveHom.of Piolftant pawanlg^ te aand theni to tiie iclMaia and 
cale Aigms titt jpurtean jean of age; nd frei fi w H ft e ca i te tw emfy, 
canse them to attend Urn imtfnctiene en S nnd n y a and haUdmjw; 
nnlim th^ hepersens ef ineh qpattty and oofldltiDnv that tiMi; vmif^ 
and mxuk lunre tbem instvaeted in pmato, er tend tlMm to cottege^ 
ov put them into monaetariesyOr ether regnlareeciaUef^ Wee^Jeoi 
att cnnak* to be paetiailadgr eareM in the i iMto ne t ie n ef the aaid 
^l Ap en in their aeveral pariihea ; eiren ef Iheie who have desa 
pUlag. to leheei. We exhsort^ and at the aame tiaie ei^oui' tte 
archhiihops and hishcq»e^ to maite diHgent ini|di7 intothct metier r 
and we iwwMnand al penona ef the OMtt nehtoea rin a eti e n or nMe4 
censideraUe peehi^ to Hy heiwe them an nceenni of the eUUbroift- 
they bare in thehr fanniiea, when* the aivhhiahep» er hMiopa •hall 
re^paifeitkithecenrseeftheirTunAattonB; a«dgv«ethema»aceoQnl 
ef the instruction they have reeeired in religion. We alni-eomnfimd 
enr jndge«» attomeyi^ and thone of onr high putke^ to wahe strict 
trnpHryy and give all necessary orders, for the exeeutie» ef onr mH 
in this respect; and to se^ that those who dtattbeienuseinthehr 
dtttTt nA n^ ewMigh to dbel>egr,.in an^ manner whatoeetervbe 
pntyshad hy fine, to be taried psetisionally*. netn<thiiwiiiiiB a» 
eypeal^taa^y snu^iidtt^ they shall think pseper. 

YIL The httt e a toaeenre obedienee tothe precedinf avtieto, onr 
wiH isy: that enr nttocns ys» and the ettemeys ef ens high jnueimt^ 
eatise tohe laid bcfeae theoif eitefy Month, by the eaentesv vicars^ 
achoel-mMtois^or misAreasea, or others, ef whoa» they shall rcfnire 
this cave« an exaet aeeonnt ef the ehikbeft whieh are net sent to» 
sohooV net attend eatochisms and instrootiens ; wttb their naawiBj. 
ages^ a»es, tecQMlber with the nanaeaoftheirparenta>t<» t he hi t Bnt ,lha(i 
the fialhesaMid mothen^ tnters or fnaidians,.es dtheni ceneemed inr 
their education, may be proceeded against in a proper manner ; and 
that tbey take care, at least eyery six months, to give account to 
•ur attorneys-general, each in their respective jurisdiction, of the 
proseeutions they have carried on in this behalf^ to receive from 
tbem all necessary orders and instructions^ 

YIII. The assistance of a spiritual guide being ne^er more. 
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im6 fmw3i , n w§ n mif f ta time of our iwi!^|tt<N> ^i^hamhMf htvm 
r mimm A ta the nnwuwiilnii ^ Jtmk fkm^ Hmm ift tiaw ^ sdoMat. 
wbta tlw^ hmWi •£ Iwlj ilMl mmI mq ttfiftllgriii dMirtr; Q«r will 
tlMnfoP9 14^ Itet thft pbjHieiMii^ mA I* thiir » bfec» tiw ^^^ 
ihif^mifvk aaii mbvq^im^ wIm» timll ¥% uniit ftfwii wiiakk penamv 

t« tiie o«tat«i <it ineus «r line fnuiiftiea, wlwr* tb» saiil in eii pstmtm 
dwtl^ M MOB aflk HMgr sliaU j«d|^ tb» 4l8«M» dtrngegonB, te tib» 
ioAM4.ft»lte «ii4 tiA p e iMm 8» pArticvlaiiy tiMieir Itttfy retanittt' 
to tikt oMMiiuilcMK of ihtt dBoroh^ mcf recAivcr from Ihoiii^ mok^ 
iielmelioao and apiotDoJ oosoolatlOM, 90 they liiatt tioMl m mmA 
oS^ tontthot witk thA omMhuso of Hm; tiOOfHMnato» wbeo tiift ioid 
curates or ia0U*» ahaft ind tlMit the «Mk |«noB8 ate In » csondMleifc 
to mooftY^ tiion: im4 w« tnjaitt ^ ivMiom^ sonraiita, a»fl otlMia^ 
wbo ave* ateo mt tlM aaU siafc paraosr^ to fpsn Itoo miwtimkm to llie 
Mbdi, 9mA rec»i¥o ^isn viik tfao ioooftcgr hooonaog their rhoractei. 
CMtr imU MlBMriao i»^ that tinoe phyifei— i, a p ott i ocar ioa, ttB4 
w M y coay whaaholt pc^^eot thair diity ia tiiia. par ti im ia r , aad in lifcm 
laanufin tfao raktioQay aomaols, and othera ahoitt tb« aaid ai«k 
pMsatto, nho shaii refuaa. to iio^iiodacfi tho said enratea^ \iears» or 
pnetta^ seadtbgr thoin to the siek peraoao , bo ooockmaBd to pa^^ snck 
»iae>.aa oitvj«igQashftif sac oauae; aad alaOy. thai the physk'iaMa^ 
af^thiicaiiai^. aajh atMqg toaa^ fiur lito mammI offeano, bo saqmwia^i 
a* tho oxigottco ihaU ce^oiie* 

DC Wo^ in Kfcft n uaa m a t, enjota all curatsi, Yicara and oth«rv 
ncho haire ante oC aoob, |o vliift with yreat ease Mid diti^enee, thn- 
Ml of wdiat state a» qgaaJiljF aooiof ^ paiiticjaiaria!^ Hmm who^ havo^ 
horatefoaa poafiBsaad the piwttnied IMonnod leltgiQi^, oa wboM. 
parrahi tnadfi prolcMoaofit; that thoj^ iMf, im priaatoand wilhoiii 
wMoaa^eiduvt thorn to aecotto tho rnmrmmrmAi of tho chsreb, and 
give thorn all necessary instraotloBa &» thoil^oni^ natls tho^prodencn 
smA ctmnt^ nOoM^ I0 thw sAco^i iMt i( il» ooaioOHit Of Ibeir 
-eaJuwia lio aa and whrdainio connaol% tho aiok ptraoo» Mtea !•► 
rocoi?o tho saoraMonto ofiMcod i€t thana^ aad ibiAam oponlgc^ thali 
thojt aao naaoteed to dio in: Ihe pinlradcd Roformod setigiion, and 
parsist ik tho dtrinndioia ihe^ ht&m maAo 4mnog thek sicfcnoaa; 
am win is^ thai i£ th^ ■oooaor o£ thoia sklsnass^ thpyhotMraigiad 
and oowvaetod bji^ooa bailtfa, andsoneodMa, mk Urn w^^umHiUi oC 
oar aittoanagEsv and thai thc^ bo senteooodto perpotoali hanishmcntj. 
with Gonfisoatiim of goodgj; and whore eondirtntlon doeo notlakn 
ptooe» to a fine whioh* sliott^ at. Isnat^ amonnt to half tbo yalwi uf 
their eirtale : i^ on tbo eonfarary, th^dio in tins wreinliod diii p o B i tron fc 
wo order that Ihcir mooKiry bo anno|;nod by oor said hailifls and 
sonoM^ala id the reqtiisittiMi ofoac attncttcysyiatle fiiiflspiesciiJldi'd 
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by the articles of the chapter or Tit XXII. of our ordittance of 
Angost 1670, to the end, their said memory may be condemned, 
with confiscation of their goods ; der<^atiDg from the other pnnish^ 
ments ccmtained in the declaration of the 29th of Apiril 1686, and. 
that of the 8th of March 1716, which shall be put in execntion m 
every thing, which shall not appear contrary to the present articles 
and in case there be no royal bailiwick in the place where the fact is 
committed, onr provosts, and jirdges royal, and if there be none, 
the Judges of the high jmtiees, shall inform and send informatiotis, 
by them drawn up, to the registers of our bailiwicks and seneschal* 
jurisdictions, on which the said judges depend, or, which take 
eognizanoes of matters relating to the crown, in the extent of the 
mud justices, that the cause may be there tried and decided, with 
the proviso, that an appeal maybe made to our courts of parliament, 

X. Our will is. That the contents of the preceding article be put 
in execution, without needing any other evidence to prove, the 
erime of a rehtpse, than the sick person's refusal of ike sacraments 
of the chuiDh offered to him by the curate, vicars, or others, having 
cure of souls, and the declaration openly made, as above ; and tfa« 
flAtd refusal and open declaration, shall be suffielently proved h^ 
the' deposition of the said curates, vicars, or others, having car^ oi. 
souls, and of thosa who were present at the time, the said dedara- 
tion was made ; without making it necessary for the judges of the 
place, to be present at the house of the said sick persons, to draw 
up a verbal process of their refusal and declaration ; and without 
the said curates, or vicars, who have visited the said sick persons, 
being obliged to require 'the presence of the said officers, or to giv» 
them information of the refusal and declaration made to them; 
derogating in this respect from the declarations of the dOth oft 
April 1686, and the 8th of March 1716, in whatever may be con^ 
tfary to the present and foregoing article. 

XI. And forasmuch, as we are informed, that, what contributes 
most to confirm the said sick per«>n8, or cause them to reli^MC into 
their former errors, is the presence and exhortations of ceritdn con- 
cealed rehgioniiU, who attend Uiem secretly in that comMtion, and. 
make an ill use of the prejudices of their childhood, and of the: 
weakness they are reduced toby their sickness, to persuade them ta* 
die out of the bosom of the church ; we do order, that ^ey, who. 
•hall be found guilty of this crime, be arraigned and convicted by' 
our bailiffs and seneschals, as above; of which our provosts, or 
other royal judges, may give information; even the judges of our 
Ugh JMtiees, in the places where the fact was committed, if thero' 
is no bailiwick or royal jurisdiction of seneschal in the said places;, 
provided always, that the information be sent to the royal bailiwick^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPEKD1X. 169 

M aboTe, to have the pirocess continued by our bailiffs and senet' 
dUi!r; that those, who arc found guilty, may be condemned; if 
men; to the galleys for life, or for a time, as our judges shall think 
proper; and if women, to be shorn and locked up in such places, 
as the judges shall appoint, for life, or only fbr a stated time ; which 
we leave, in like manner, to be determitied by their discretion. 

XII. We order. That, according to the ancient decrees of oar 
royal predecessors, and the custom of this realm, none of our sub- 
jects may, or shall^ be admitted into aiiy office of judicature in any 
of our courts, bailiwicks, seneschals, or. provost's jnridictions; nor 
into those of highjustiees ; nor even into the places of mayor and 
aheriffs, and o^er officers of the Guildhall of any town, to enjoy 
them in their own right, or by deputation, or otherwise ; nor in like 
manner into the offices of register, attorney, notary, tipstaff, or 
Bergemt, of any jurisdiction whatever ; nor^ in general, into any 
pubtte oi^ or post, whether in their own right, or by commission; 

.not even into any place in our royal palace or palaces, without a cer^ 
Plicate from the curate, or, in his absence, from the vicar. of the 
parish, \^ere they live, of their good life and conversation, and of 
their actual conformity to, and practice of the Roman Catholic amd 
Apostolic religion, 

XIII. Oiur further pleasure is^ Thai no licence be grantidy hi any of 
the universities of this kingdom, 4o these that have studied either law 
or physic, but upon like certificates granted them by the curates ; which 
certificates shall be by them presented to those who are in grant the 
iudd Hcence; attd of which certificates, mention shall be made in 
the letters of licenee, which shall be granted them; or else they 
shall be null and void : we do not,' however, mean to tie up 
strangers to this rule, who shall come to study and take degrees in 
the universitiea of our kingdom; provided, that pursuant to the 
declaration of the 26th of February 1680, and to the edict of 
March 17Q7, the degrees on them conferred be of no use to them 
within our dominions. 

XIV. No physicians, surgeons, apothecaries or midwives; no 
bookadlera or printers may, or shall, be admitted to exercise their 
art and profiession in any place within our realm, without producing 

'« like certificate; of which mention shall be made in the letters 
granted to them, as well as in the sentence of the judges, with 
respect to those who are to take oath before them, without which 
the whole shall be null and void. 

XV. Our will is. That the ordinances, edicts, and declarations 
of the kings our predecessors, with regard to marriages, and parti- 
cularly, the edict of March 1697, and the declarations of the 15th of 
June of the same year, be put in execution, according to their form 
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•nd icmor, by our stibj^cts eewiy emnmted to liie Cilbtlie hMk, m 
by «U oar oHier latiyertt; ire enjoiii then, too lwuft , in Ibe «Ntr> 

xiages, ithkh ^kcj aiioH contract, tlM iMleiMiitini ^poooriitei^ Mt 
o«1y in tin sacre4 cuumw, Mcehvd oftd obaorrtd in thii l ii j iii, 
Imt tAao foy Oio said onli«Miec«, odioH mmI tiwtamtM^ opott Mio 
pain» oQd penalties thttein nentionod, mmI twtm of oftMn^toy 
pwMioMnt, as the oxigpeace reqnifotii. 

XYL Tho eidldreiB, wiMi ore winofOy iHiDOO fiiiiMt ood motkem, 
teton or gnanliant, faate Ml the Iri n g i w , ond fotired to otlw^ 
eouDtries, on acooost of Vkmir religioo, nuty sake a vaUd eoMroot 
nfmamase^iritlMNrt woitaigldr,oraildng tlio eon oo n t of tfcoir wdd 
absent fattief* or motkers, tnton or gmrdlHns; wpm e on d Hiym, 
bowovoc, that tliey take the odeieo md ^o M o nt «f tiMir tiitett or 
goaniians, if they 1is,Te any in tiM Uigdom; ond if nit» of soefc «s 
eiudl be created t)r this pwpMo; iof^etiier with tiio oontont «rtMr 
klMunen ond relations, if they have ony ; or, trlMro kinsnien and 
aobUioMB are wanting, with the eonsenl of their friends ond ne4^ 
hours: to wkidi end onrwMl is^ Tinit beflMO tiiey pfoeoed lo tfbo 

' €ontraetandcdebraftionofniaiviose,therebeanieetiiif befttoihe 
Jmdg* Jtsyn/ of the places, where tkof make ^Mr abode^ in pre- 
sence of oar attorney ; and if there be no Jodge Royal, befete tb^ 
ordinary Jndge of the said plaees, the Fiscal Attorney of Justice 
being present, of six of tiie nearest lunsaen epd rdntions by ftitber^ 
or mother's side, who prseliee the Ronuui Calholio and Apostolic 
religion, besides the tntor or gnaidkni of the ssid n i n o ts ; end in 
default of kinsmen and relntioas, of six Mends or neif^dioors, of 
the same quality, to giro their advice and consent, if o<MWSIon be ; 
iTnd all deeds and writings in this case necessary, shall be ^Amwn np 
vithoot any expence* whatsoever ; and in ease thorti be o^ the 
Mher or mother of the said n^oia ont of the kingdom, it shsB then 
suttee, to call together ihret kinsmen or relations of him or her, 
who is out of the kingdom; or ill their defoct» throe neighbomrs Or 
friends, who, together with the father or mother present, and the 
tntor or guardian, If thero he any besides tiie flither or mother, 
shall give their advice and consent, if occasion bo, to the l 
proposed ; of which consent, in all the oosey nbove noted, i 
mention shall be made in the marriage oontract, which shdH be 
signed by the said fkther or mother, tutor or gnardlan, kinsmen, 
relations, neighbours or friends; as, likewise in tiie regMerottim 

* Here the original mentioDs several officei, whereio feet are eom- 
nonly paid on such ao occasion ; which, as we have not the same in 
England^ cannot be expressed by proper En^^'sA words: It runt tbusi 
Seront Us Jlctespour ce nScessaires, espedie's sans aucun/raU^ tant deJusHoe^ 
f M0 de Sceaif, ContrSte^ Iminuaiiom ou antra. 
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|MvrUb, viiere tbe «4d Buuiinfre jball be celebrated ; iawbichcase, 
tbe children skall not incur the penalties contained in tbe ordi- 
Bancea a^^nst minora, marrying without the consent oT fiieir 
parents; fbr whidi purpose, we hare derognted, and do derof^Ct 
!■ HtuB p a apeet ^Ndy, from tbe sidd ordBnaaces, wlifch shall be» in 
•vary otiwr partaeithur, exeoi^ed aooordinip to their form and tenor. 
XVIL We do foibid all our aabjects^ of what qaality and con* 
dition soever, to consent and approTC of their children, or pupils, 
marrying in foreign countries, eiUier by signing the contracts, which 
may be made in order to the said marriages, or by any prior or sub* 
•eqnent net, for any canae or on any pretence whatsoerer, witfioat 
«nr ptimiirian e aun a m , and in writing, signed by one of our lour 
jfjucipal S^erataries of Stato, upon pain of being sent to the galleys 
fbr lifiB,lf men; and of perpetual baniahment, if women; besides 
confiscation of goods in both cases ; and wj^ere confiscation would not 
take place, on pain of a fine, amiounting, at least, to half their estatew 
XYIIL Our will is, That in all s e n tences and decrees of confis- 
natfsanoftlM goods •f those, who shall inearUMt penalty, pmrsnant to 
Hie diCenmt orders of o«r present declaration, theiadges of ojnr sererai 
Courts order. That, when estates lie in conntries, where confiscation 
does not take place, or when fhe estates are such, as are not subject 
to confiscation, or will not be confiscated to oar use ; in such casesy. 
the said estates shall be charged with a fine amounting, at least, to 
iMlf their ^alue ; which fine, as well as the confiscated estates, shall 
|»e dispoaed of in the same manner, as those of the absent reli- 
gionists; and employed with the revenue of the said estates, for the 
relief and support of our subjects newly restored to the communion 
of the church, who shall stand in need of such assistance : the same 
liiall hold good in all other fines, of what nature soever, to which 
the offenders against this our present declaration shall become sab- 
J«f t, without tiM receivers or fanners of onr demesnes having ao^ 
fretensione to them. Wherefore, we give order to onr well- 
beloved and tmsty counsellors, members of our couHs of parliament, 
nnd to all others our officers and justices, whom it may concern, 
that they cause these presents to be read, published, and registered, 
and the contents thereof to be kept and observed in every particular, 
noeordmg to their form and tenor: for such is onr good pleasure, 
^ven at Versailles, the 14th day of May, in the year of our 
l^prd 179^ and in the ninth year of our reign. 
(Signed) LOUSS. 

And lower. By the KING. 

DAUPHIN, Count of Provence. 

Phelypeanx. 

And seidad with ti^ great seal of yellow wax. 
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Under the prohibitions of this edict the Protestants had no 
remedy but to worship by stealth. Lest^ however, they 
should expose themselves to unnecessary danger, and. afford 
any excuse to dieir adversaries arising from Aeir numerous 
assemblages, their ministers used every means in their power 
to prevent too many from congregating at a time. They 
sometimes gave notice very btte on Saturday, that divine 
worship would be held at seven o'clock the next morning ; 
and although the notice was so short, they would find several 
thousands ready to hear them. On one occasion one of them 
was unexpectedly surrounded by near two thousand persons, 
who earnestly intreated him that he would preach unto them 
the word of God, which he did. 

At length the Protestants assumed courage, and in 1743 
itfaey begun in Languedoc to assemble in a more |mblic 
manner. Those of Dauphin^ foIlo\>'ed their example in 
2744, pursuant to a decree of their Synod, held the 7th of 
May ; and kept in that manner the day of Pentecost, which 
happened to be the 24th of the same month. The other 
provinces which .abounded most with Protestants, did the 
same: in some of them the magistrates suffered them for 
awhile to go on quietly; some tolerating, and [some seeming 
to approve of their behaviour. In August, 1744, a rumour 
was generally spread all about Montauban, and in the adja- 
cent provinces, that the Court was inclined to let them pur- 
sue a design, which they were entirely bent upon : encouraged 
by it, they met oftener, and in much greater numbers, and 
solemnized a much greater number of marriages and 
christenings. 
. This provoked the Popish priests, who being afraid that 
they might thereby be deprived of the casual profits that 
would accrue to them from the performance of those rites, 
left no stone unturned to stir up the jealousy of the Court, 
and the bigotry of the people ; and by raising the most 
odious calumnies to arm the secular power against them. 

Dauphin^ was the province where the Protestants met 
with the first and strongest opposition. 
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The bishops and clergy of the prorvince laud before the 
parliament of Grenoble th^ heaviest compliunts agabst the 
Protestants. That senate appointed four of its members to 
enquire into. the grounds of them. Manj people were sum- 
moned before them. The questions which the reformed 
w^e asked plainly shew the nature of the crimes laid to their 
charge lUhese are some of them, — Whether their preachers did 
not exhort them to rebel against the King?* To pray for 
the Queen of Hungary , and the success of the arms of 
England? To rescue by force their children out of the 
nunneries in which they had been confined, and to murder all 
the nuns? These accusations were silenced by the inpo- 
cency of the accused; but in vindicating themselves they 
were put to a considerable expence. The clergy however 
persevered in their . efforts to crush the Protestants, . and 
though for some time the Court was averse to any violent 
measures, the rejpeated applications of the persecutors at 
last prevailed. 

In March 1744, the senate began to shew their disposition, 
by arrestmg one James Vieu^ and one Des Hougieres, for 
having had their marriages solemnized by ministers of their 
own communion ; and by confining these unhappy persons 
in a gaol, where they reniained for many months. 

Soon after, numbers of people, ladies and gentlemen, per- 

•' Tliose pevBODs most be little conversant with the artifices of the 
d4 BonrboQ Governmjent, on the subject of persecution, who caii 
suffer themselves to be duped relative to the recent transactions in 
the South of France, by the cry o( politics smd rehelUon. In ail former 
persecotious the same cry has uniformly been raised, and when the 
Protestants were prohibited from having places of worship, even their 
very assemblies were forbidden under Louis XY. on the ground 
that they were too numerous; that, begetting a kind of enthutiatm 
in those that resorted to them, they^ might /love the way to a Rebel- 
lion ; and that consequently no wise government could bear with 
or connive at them. Their best grounded, their most humble peti- 
tions, could not find admittance to the King, and the worst con- 
structions were put upon them ; their tery professions of loyalty 
being accounted sedition.^Ft<ie Popery alw0}f$ the tame^ p. 12 & 47. * 

V 
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sons of all ruiks and pfofessions^ were taken up ; the ladies 
were sent into nunneries ; some for life, as the Mardnonesc 
of MoTfijouJff; and several for a linuted time. In 1745, their 
number amounted to a hundred and eighty in Dauphin^ only. 
Somei were sentenced to be whipped^ some to be pilloried, 
some to be marled with a hot iron; others suffered Ae 
ordinary and extraordinary rack ; some were burnt in effigy ; 
near two hundred were outlawed ; some banished after a 
long confinement ; others iined^ in the sums of two^ three, 
or four hundred livres each, and upwards ; and the estates 
of others were entirely forfeited, 

A detachment of the Marediauss6e (a kind of mSitia) sup^ 
ported by regular troops, and attended by the hangmap, were 
sent about the whole province, to make the strictest en- 
quiries after the Protestants. They spread terror wherever 
they came. -On the £Oth of January, 1745, they endeavoured, 
to seize one Rolland^ a minister, but a Mr. Paul Achard 
warned him of his danger and saved him. For this kind act 
the latter was condemned to have his shoulders branded with 
a hot iron, and to be a galley-slave for life. 

One Bernard de Volvans, lord of a petty manor, oppressed 
the Protestants most erueDy : he pillaged and plundered manj 
of their houses, and molested their persons in a vari^y of 
ways, but for all his injustice and cruel proceedings he was 
never called to an !iccount. 

In Fdimiary, ]?45, one Siephu^ Anmud was arrested at 
^Dkulefity for having taught some young people to sing 
David s* Psalms, and was condemned by the Parliament 
of QrmohU^ to be branded with ^ hot iron on the shoulder, 
wd Ui be put in tU^ piUpry. The N^w Toatsuwant wsA th« 
PsAln^ were hung about his neck when panished. 

At the beginning of 1745, Louis published his ordomiance 
against th^ Protestants, enforcing the fbrmer edicts, and 
m^kinj; it ^tti to the minister who oflSiQiat^d, with pwpetual 
imp^ri^oimie^ % th^ wome^, an4 c<^F ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
iMid been preaent at the meetings. 

Soon yier, the vengeance of superstition fell vpon Mr. 
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Jam^ R^^er, li venemble minister, eighty years of age, 
wbo bad served the churches of Dauphin^ with inde&tigable 
zeal for diirty years. During his whole life he shewed him- 
adf a truly apostolical man. Wh^i he stood before his 
Judges, he answered them with so much firmness and 
hunulity, tbat they could not help admuring him. On the 
fi2d of May, be was sentenced to be banged on the Piazza of 
Dubrueily in Grenoble, merely ybr havir^ performed tkt 
fundion of preacher in several Proiestant assemblies, €md im 
divers places of the provinces. Persecutors are never at 
a loss for an excuse; and the apology was, his having forg^ 
an edict favourable to the Protestants, to induce diem to 
assemble togeAer. Being apprized in gaol of his sentence^ 
lie took the first opportunity to step into the adjacent yard, 
from whence he could easily be heard by many confined 
Protestants ; and told them, that, ^ The happy day was 
come, wherein he was to seal with his own blood ike grand 
truths which he had preached unto them; and exhorted 
them, to be steadfast and unmovable in the rd^ion which 
by the grace of God, they had hitherto professed." This he 
did in so moving a manner that every one shed tears. About 
four in the afternoon of the same day he was carried to the 
place of execution, repeating with a loud voic# the 51st 
Psalm. Some of the Papists themselves wept at his deadi* 
After his body had hung twenty-foui^ hours, it was taken 
down, diagged through the streets, and thrown into the riveif 
Isere, that runs through the town : such was the buryii^* 
place assigned for him. 

The deadi of this good man struck terror into the Prd^ 
testants of Dauphin^, and the ministers fled for shdter till the 
storm should pass away* The laity, deprived of the word ©f 
God, crossed the Rhone in great numbers to worship in the 
Vivarais ; but die watermen were soon prohibited from 
ferrying them over, and soldiers were quartered upon them 
to keep a watch over their actions. It would occupy many 
pages to enumerate all the miseries which were endured by 
persecuted individuals in Dauphtn4, and whidi wero bi«t 
m condnustion of those infli<^^ under Louis XIV« ' 
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In Languedoc the same spirit manifeirted itself, aiid the 
same violences were committed, but the greatest fortitude 
was discovered amidst these sufferings* Two daughters 
of Mr. Combs, an attorney, were escorted by a detachment of 
line Marechaussee from Mantduban^ to CaAors, and it is said 
they addressed themselves from their coach to all the Pro- 
testants they met, in these afieoting words, which drew tears 
from every eye : " We are going into exile, and we go with 
pleasure. Do not despond : let your zeal continue the same 
for resorting to our holy assemblies; God Almighty will 
shew himself o\ir guardian and our ddiverer." 

In this unhappy province the religious assembliea of 
the Protestants were constancy exposed to interruption ; they 
were fired upon and dispersed, and the principal worshippers 
fined, imprisoned, sent to the galleys, and subject^ to every 
kind of cruelty. Puy'LaurenSj Castres, St, Foi^ NiXES^ 
Uzis, Vigariy Ganges^ Alais, S^c. were peculiarly obnoxious 
to the government. NIMES in particular paid 4,800 
livres, besides 300 for fees, on account of judicial pro- 
ceedings. 

A lawyer of Ntmes named Rey is honourably mentioned 
on account of the Christian fortitude which he dbplayed. 
^ This gentleman was lately released out of die citadel 
of Monipellier, where he had been confined for about a year. 
The magistrates did then all that they coiild to extort from 
him a promise, that he would never again resort to the 
assemblies of the Protestants ; but he shewed himself so 
averse to such an engagement, that he declared to them, 
he could be contented to remain in gaol, upon condition, 
that he should have leave to join every Sunday with his 
brethren, in the public worship of God, and be bound 
to surrender himself prisoner the day following; adding, 
that if they scrupled taking his word, he would give them a 
legal security. 

In Fivaraisihe like measures were pursued. Jkfr.Desubas, 
a worthy minister, who served the Protestant churches of 
that province, had the misfortune to fall into the hands of the 
Papists who were watching his motions. He was arrested 
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near Si* Greve, and die next day a detachment of soldieri 
was appointed to escort him to Vernoux. Two thousand 
Protestants^ men, wcMi^n, and children unarmed, met them 
upon the road, and begged for the release of the prkoner. 
The lieutenant who commairied replied that hb duty forbad 
him complying with their request, but advised them to follow 
him and apply to the magistrate. On reaching the town diey 
were assurred that their request should be considered, and 
that they should have reason to be satisfied. But while they 
were waiting for success, the Catholics fired upon them from 
all quarters; thirty-six were killed upon Uie spot, and two 
hundred wounded. Desubas was afterwards executed. 
Every eflfort was employed to persuade him to turn Papist, 
but he nobly refused, and his conduct made such an im- 
pression upon the Intendant himself, that when he condenmed 
him to be hanged, he said. He was gneved to pronotmce sen" 
tence of death against a man of so much merit y but that he 
was forced to it by the king^s declarations. His execution, 
which took place in February, was very cniel. He was 
ordered to walk to the place where he was to suffer, having 
his legs naked, only socks on his feet, and a thin linen 
waistcoat about him without sleeves. All his papers and 
books were burnt before him at the foot of the gallows ; 
just before he was executed a crucifix was offered him to 
kiss ; but he turned it aside, and died with his eyes fixed on 
heaven, whither he was hastening. Thus perished this fine 
young man, in about the twenty-sixth year of his age. 

It must not be omitted, that Mr. Rochelle, the master of 
the house where Desubas was taken, was condemned to the 
galleys for life, and all his property was confiscated. 

Such were the blessings enjoyed by the Protestants under 
the reign of Louis XV.; to be a Protestant minister was death, 
to shelter him was the punishment of the galleys. They were 
obliged to live together as man and wife on each other's word, 
or be married in the Catholic church ; they were constrained 
to have their children baptized by a Papist, and when grown 
up to send them to the Popish schools, or pay a severe penalty ; 
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if a friend or relation administered consolations to a djFicig 
Proteslaat, diough of die same fEdtb^ if a man, ke was to be 
MBtoiced to dM galleys, and if a woma, she was te havener 
be»d shaved and to be confined where ^ir tyraats might thkk 
proper; and to complete the cruelty, worse than Gharies IX» 
who did allow his Protestant subjects to depart the kingdom, 
by tfie laws of Louis XV. they were forbidden, under the 
severest penalties, to go out of the k'mgdom, or to sell an 
indi of their lands. These have been die miseries ci tke 
Protesta^s in France.— May they never be revived! 



NOTE VII. 

Louis XV III. hating been placed on the throne^ was re- 
ceived with much respect, cmd even joy hy the Protestant 
ministers. — p. 108, lOQ. 

Extract translated from the Circular Letter of the University 
of Montauban, addressed to the Presidents, Pastors, and 
Elders of the Consistories. 

Peace and prosperity! how could we possibly hope to 
realize these blessings so soon ? After twenty years, Provi- 
dence has shewn us by a continued series of calamities, 
fliat without the Bourbons, France could neidier be pros- 
perous nor happy. He had decreed in his justice, that he 
would not pardon the martyrdom of a good king, but at 
the moment in which his august brother should be pro- 
claimed the heir of his throne, as he was of his virtues. 
The period of trial is at length terminated : immediately the 
successor of Louis XVI., recalled many years since by the 
secret wishes of all good Frenchmen, re-enters his kingdom 
surrounded by the only escort fit to protect his return, that 
goodness, the rich portion of his ancient dynasty, that 
eminent genius, that rectitude of reason, that profound 
wisdom, and those evangelical virtues, purified by so many 
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misfortuiiesi i/vbich had already gained for him the esteem of 
of all Europe. He is retitfned : 4biilediately Providence has 
developed all the prodi^es of his love in our favour. Our 
battalions^ which all Europe leagued together could never 
overcome, have been conquered by die only power truly 
worthy of being opposed to them with succtss : they hatii 
been conquered by the love of the french for their good, 
their legitimate sovereiga. The peace of the world has 
followed a war of extermination. It presents itself to us 
with a Impdw encircled with lilies and olive branches, uniting 
together the most opi^osite opinions, and confounding 
all seBtimentB in the same love for the Bourbons. Nor 60 
die Uestni^ broi^bt by oar Monarch terminate here : we 
owe to him a ca«stitutioii which sanctiens th^ rights of hi« 
people: we owe to him the return of all the French 
to die religiea of their fathers, tbe sacred basis of public 
Older, and go^d morals. In fin^, Ate descendant of the good 
Henry, has for our sakes^ set his seal to imuunerable benefits. 
Yesi, to i»e the suMioM expiiessioas of the wise and eloquent 
tnmister of his gracious pleasure,^ liberty of conscience, that 
domain of God, will h^iceforth be respected ; the miuisterB 
of worship will be equally protected, and their demands 
«^pially weighed in tbe balance of justioe." 

Part of the eonaistowal letter to the church at Nines has 
been puUidbed by Mr. PerroC, and an extract fr<Hn a sm-mon 
of J uilleret, one of the pastors of Nimes, to the same purport ; 
and in the last edition of tbe Statements the writer has 
lamself nwde an extract eKpreasive o£ the warmest loy^t]^ 
horn Ae sermon of M. Frosaard on the peace. Many other 
documentft nsigbt be piAlished of a similar kind, idl of wUdi 
ahew that die Protestants ar^ not tbe furious Buonapartists 
which diey are repreaenled to be by their eneoiies ; and that 
whatever diey mwy believe, t^y do^ not propagate tbe pcuh- 
ci|^ of sedition. 

• Letter of bis Biccelleaoy the Bluiister of the Interior, to tito 
Presidents of the Cooustory, dated the 20th of May. 
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NOTE VIII. 



A Petition presented to the King was received sub sikntio, 
— p. 130. 

Petition addressed to Louis XVIII. by the principal 
Proiestants of Nimes. 

Paris, July SO, 1815. 
Sire, 

We lay our acute miseriesf at the foot of your throne : in 
your name, in the name of &e most clement of princes, our 
fellow-citizens are plundered and assassinated. A misled 
body of peasantry, in supposed obedience to your orders, 
have aSsemblied at the command of a commissioner invested 
with powers from your august nephew : — although ready to 
attack us, we received them with words of peace. 

The example of the capital could not fcil to be followed 
by the chief city of the department of the Gard. A coiv- 
vention, on parole of honour, was agreed upon between the 
deputies of the municipal council of Nimes, and the Sieur 
Ren6 de Bernis, your commissioner, and Field Marshal Barr^ 
commanding in your name. 

, On die 15th we leafnt your Majesty^s gknious entrance 
into Paris, and the white flag was conseqntndy chspbyed on 
our edifices ; public tranquillity was undisturbed, and ought 
to have remained so. 

When the armed peasantry entered our walls, diey attacked 
the garrison, consisting of one hundred and fifty m^i, 
quartered in the barracks ; on being summoned to surrender, 
they capitulated, and <klivered up their arms and artillery; 
but they were assailed on their departure, and nearly all 
massacred. The greater part of our National Guard) which 
had hidierto preserved tranquillity, was now disarmed. Stran- 
gers paraded the city, and the houses of the principal 
inhabitants of the Protestant religion were attacked and 
plundered. We subjoin a list of them. The disorder 
continued during the 17th, 18th, 19th, 20tb> and 21st, and 
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hftd not entirely ceased on the t2nd. Terror had driven 
some of the chief inhabitants of our city from their dwellings. 

It would be deceiving your Majesty to conceal, or to 
endeavour to diminish the horrors which have rendered 
desert our gdod city of Nimes ; arrests and proscriptions 
have taken place, and difference in religious opinions is the 
only real cause of them. 

The Protestants, Sire, who are calunmiated, are defenders 
of the throne. Your august nephew has beheld our children 
under his banners— our fortunes have been placed at his 
disposal. 

To serve with fidelity, to love your Majesty, we ask for 
notl;dng but peace and protection. 

Although at^cked witiMMit cause, die Protestants huve 
not, even by a just resistance, furnished their caiemies with a 
ground for calumny. 

As interpreters of their sei^ments, their devotedness, 
their fears, and their hopes, we throw oursdves with just 
cottfideoce at your feet. 

Save us, Sire ; protect your chil<hren ; extinguish the fatal 
brands of rdigious and civil war. A single act of your 
authority will suffice to restore political exis^lence to a city 
remd&ted interesting by its manufectures and popuktioa. 
Denumd an account of their conduct from the chiefs who 
have brought about miseries, whic^ they should have fore- 
seen, and yet have not prevented. 

We lay before your Majesty an exact detail of the facts, 
aiid all the documents which have reached us. 

The hearts of our iinfortunate fellow-citizens are paralyzed, 
4md their complaints stifled by fear. Placed in a moie 
independent situation, we have dared, in a respectful manner, 
to raise our voices in their behalf; and to shed, in the 
presence of the father, pf the country, bitter tears for our 
pres^at and our future situation. 

We are, with profound respect. 
Sire, 

Your Majesty's &c, 8cc, 
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NOTE IX. 



And here we cannot but adore and tremble, zj^hen we behold 
the retributive justice of' the Almighty ^ in the recent 
revolutions in France^ and especially in the cruelties 
infiicted upon the Catholic Clergy, who were called to 
endure those sufferings from the vengeance of infidelity^ 
which they, in their superstitious zeal, had inflicted 
upon the unhappy Protestants. — p. 142. 

The following is copied from '^ A compendious Abslrict 
^a«eHi0torjof tbe Church oiChxmt/'bjAeBm. William 
Gaban, an Irish Catholic Pries^ prialed al DuUia i« 1795 : 
the IVotoBtant reiider wUl perceive bow bitterly a Piqpist 
cm coBip iwp ^ pervectttion whes it Adla vpon hb own 
community. 

^ Hiis century will be erer rcnnrkaUe in Ae mmuJm of 
bi«tory for the French JKevokitioii^ which commenced oil the 
14th of July, 17899 and in a short time exhibited to maakind 
llie most bloody tragedy, that suice the creation was ever 
acted in any civilised nadon. The seeds^ of this rev(dution 
bad long been sown in France by a set- of men^ who styling 
Aemselves phflosopbers, had formed a fectios, and draded 
among themselves the task of overturning the throne and the 
altars. At first they CMKealed dieir impieus designs, wmi 
spoke the language of universal bei|ev(4ence, hnmamty, and 
toleratwn. They boasted of ^ l^hts which they were to 
diffuse through the world, and of the rights of man, which 
Aey pretended to restore. But the atipocily of those pre- 
tended philosophers was one day to be umnadoed, and the 
Galilean church and state were to be convinced by woeful 
experience, that Aey were actuated by a mortal haired of 
Royalty and of the Priesthood, and determined to stop at 
nothing, that might possibly bring about &e destruction boA 
of the oQe and the oAer. fVl^en shall I see, said Dider^^ the 
last of Kings strangled with the entrails of the last of Priests^ 
To such lengths, alas \ are men uidiappily driven, when they 
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lose si§^t of religioci, aad reject or abuse the li^ts that God 
gives them. By a just and terrible jad^iBeiit^ Ibey art 
abcmdoned to the emm of their minds^ and to the depravhj 
of ikeir hearts, and suftired to plui^e into a worse^ df^kness 
than that of anci^it idoktry. They are left to tbemsekes^ 
and to their lawless passions. They bre^ through all 
bonndsy lay aside all shame, make a sacrilegious use of 
their reason^ blind themselves more aad more, until, being 
dead to grace, they fall into the most dissolate debauchery, 
and the mc^t complete irretigion. The leading heroes erf* 
diis revolutionary philosophy, and all tftie sects and impious 
wits of the day, acknowledged V(4taire to be d^ir fatl^r, 
mmI solicited for him the honmu*, pomp and triumph of an 
apotheosis of ancient Borne. The national assembly enacted 
Unit die majestic church of St. Genevieve, the most august 
fhbric in the capital of France, lately finUbed at the immenae 
expence c^ more than eighty milBons of livres, and fcntj 
years' labour, should be converted ito a pantheon, and serve 
as a mansoleum for the reception of the remains of Yoltaice 
and of other declared enemies of Jesus Christ and his 
T^iipofk. An insidious constitution was afterwards framed 
to sap &e very focmdations of religion and to subject the 
gospel to the capricious will of men, who professing no 
religion themselves, were ^lemies to every religion. Their 
hatred of dl religion impeHed them to enforce an oath on the 
^efgy, whidi their fidelity to the laws of dieir conacience 
woiM not allow Ihem to take. Unmerked calunmies w«re 
therefore artfully spread in order to prgudice the minds of 
the people agiunst diem. They were persecuted with c^>ea 
violence, the altars were stained widi the Uood of many 
innocent victnns, that refused to join the Miction ; sevend 
were paraded about the public streets in the most humiUating 
garbs, vrith IdMs die most insulting and injurious, and with 
Aeir mouths crt^med with hay. Several were plunged 
into rivers with pitchforks fixed to their necks, and held under 
the water tall &ey expired. Several Were bdieaded, and 
Iheir heads carried on pikes amidst imprecations and aongs. 
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Sevenl were knocked down in die churcbes, and kicked mod 
buffi^led by m^ciless ruffitus, hired for tbat purpose* It 
would be an. endless ta^ to enumerate all the hcMrnd 
sacrileges, assassinaticms and savs^ cruelties, that were 
perpetrated in different parts of the kingdom by the lawless 
populace, who were encouraged thereto by men in powers 
Near six hundred persons were butchered in the^ streets of 
Nismes, under the pretext of exteraiinating aristocracy. Mr. 
Niolhac, the v^ierable pastor of St. Symphorien, in the 
eightieth year of his age,, and six hundred of his flock, were 
massacred at Avignon, with bars of massive iron, and torn 
and disfigured with sabres. The cities of Lyoi», Bourdeaux, 
Rouen, 8cc. exhibited also most dreadful scenes of ferocipus 
cruelty, UoodAed and barbarity. The sacred asylums of 
piety, .and monasteries of the rdigious of bothjsexes, were 
duT>wn open, pills^d and prophaned. Sanctuaries were 
ptdled down, the sacred vessels w^e abused^ the images 
were defaced, the paintings were disfigured, the bells were 
melted, the tombs of the dead were violated, and bullets 
were made of their leaden coffins, for the use of the soldiery. 
In short, the mpporters of the throne were eidier guillotined^ 
imprisoned, or obliged to emigrate^ and the defenders of 
region were either murdered, exiled, or reserved as victims 
to be immolated at a future period. 

f^ Of one hundred and thirty-eight French Bishops or 
Arch-biriM>pS) only ifour prevaricated. The munber of priests, 
both secubu' and regular, who persevered in a stesniy refiAsal 
of perjury and apostacy, amounted to at least seventy 
thousand. Those who had not consulted die safety of their 
lives in time, by travellii^ over mountains and cifossing the 
seas in quest Df some hospitable spot, were cast into prisons 
and compelled to abandon their flocks to mercenaries and 
ravenous wolVes, who were thrust into the pastoral minratry 
by a set of laymen, who had no mission or spiritual jurisdiction 
themselves, and consequently could impart none. Thus a 
phantom was substituted in France for the church, schism 
for unity, intruders for lawful pastors, illusion and error for 
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reality and truth, anarchy and confusion for order and dis* 
ciplkie, liberty aqd equality for regularity and subordination. 
Nothing can equal the barbarity, with which numbers 
of the nonjuring ecclesiastics were sacrificed at Paris, the 
very metropolis of the revolution, and uncfer the eyes of the 
new Legislators. In the first week of September, 179^, 
one hundred and sixty priests were massacred in the prison 
of La Force; eighty-six at the Coiiciergerie, and ninety-two 
at the seminary of St. Firming according to the printed lists, 
then published. About one hundred and eighty priests 
were massacred at the jibhaye and at the Chapel of the 
Carmelites in the space of two or three hours. It was here 
the illustrious Arch-bishop of Aries and his brother the 
Bishop of Saintes were most inhumanly murdered, whilst, in 
imitation of the primitive Christians in the Catacombs, they 
were on their knees united in prayer and offering to God the 
sacrifice of their lives, in company with several other eccle- 
siastics of distinguished merit, who, at the same time^ 
likewise sealed witli their blood the faith they had gloriously 
defended. The murders continued at the Conciergerie 
with very little interruption for twenty-six hours ; but they 
lasted at La Force from the second of September at 
night, till late on the fifth. It was the common opinion at 
Paris that the number of the slsun, including both Clei^ 
and Laity, was not less than twelve thousand. Five months 
had not elapsed from this tragical scene, when his most 
Christian Majesty, Lewis XVI. appeared on the scaffold 
the £lst of January, 1793, and his head fell by a decree of 
a Convention^ that styled itself National. Maria Antoinette 
of Austria and Lorrain, his Royal consort, and Madam 
Elizabeth, his sister, were likewise guillotined, by a decree 
of the same self-created Tribunal. For further particulars 
the reader is referred to the writings of Maury, Barruel and 
other well-informed writers, who have faithfully collected the 
memorable events and transactions of the present age, from 
the most authentic documents, in order to transmit a genuiiae 
history of tfiem to posterity." — Page 395 to 399- 
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REMARKS 

ON tHB 

SPEECH of LORD CASTLEREAGH, 

IN THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

On Thursday, May 23d, 1816, 

OCCAIIONEO BYN 

THE MOTION OF SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY, 



'^ An Address to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, praying 
that directions should be given to bis Majesty's Ministers, to lay 
before the House copies or extracts of all communications which 
had passed between his Majesty's Government and the Government 
of France^ respecting the sufferings of the Protestants in the South 
of France." 
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AwjEtL the lucid statement of Sir Samud Rom^lly, and tbt 
Me mgameois of Mr. Brougbaui aad Sir Samael in defeacf 
of the French Protestaote, it would aeeca almost needless to 
publish ai^ jrenuurlcs on the spjeech of Lord Castlereagh in 
opposition to the motion in quesl^ioB ; but ap there are ipany 
persons who pay triumph in the event of &e debate of the 93d 
of May, and consider the nan-ative and ai^gnmi^ts of the noble 
iiord as finfJJy setting the question of pei^ecution at r^, 
which must inevitably prove injurious to the exertions em^ 
ployed in behalf of the sufferers, it has been deemed neees* 
sary to offer some further remsu-ks in this place. Upon 
the ^mUf the aubject has a peiculftar clain^ as he ha^ not 
only studied k from &e commencement in all its beamings, 
but first £recte4 ^e public attenttop towards it, an4 hai 
something of a character to lose or gain by the truth or 
falsehood of his Statements. 

The failure of the i^otion was nojt a matter of surprise^ 
as nothing, dse could be expected alter the reply which ha4 
been given to the Address to the Prince Regent from thf 
City of L<mdon^ in which his Royal Highness was please^ Uf 
say, that he was perfectly disposed to interpose his gao4 
offices in favour of the Protestants on a proper occasion^ but 
that that was not a time in which bis interference was ci^lc4 
for. Governments ve observing of etiquette, aivi Lof4 
Castlereagh indeed intimated in the Commons, that a breach 
between France aad JSngland npfgbt be the result of any 
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interference on the part of Britain.^ Tbose^ ho wever, who do not 
live in the atmosphere of a Court, feel perhaps more keenly 
for the wrongs of individuals, and they cannot see how the 
complaint of those vnrongs, made through the medium of one 
friendly power to jinother, can produce any dangerous effect ; 
especially when one of those powers is under the g^-eatest 
obligations to the other for it^ friendly exertions in its behalf, 
and is maintained against the rebellious spirits which threaten 
its security by the aid of its troops. Surely it must augur a 
very unfavourable disposition in that Government towards its 
aggrieved Protestant subjects, if it could be offended by 
any gentle remonstrance made by the British Govern^hent^ 
for the relief of those sufferers under its authority, \i4io are 
of the same religion with the l|tter; it would lead the 
candid observer to conclude that it possessed the spirit of die 
Courts of Louis XIV. and XV., which interpreted every 
petition or complaint, however respectfully made by the 
oppressed Protestants, as the language of discontent and 
rebellion, and even their very professions of loyalty as 
seditious.* 

But tp enter fairly into the merits of the questioii, there are. 
several things to be noticed in the speech of the .noble Lord; 
the admission of the facts rdating to the persecution, tke ' 
apology ms^de for these, crimes, and the reasons for not 
interfering widi the French Government in behalf of the 
sufferers. 

The adn^ssion of the facts is a very material point, because 
many attemf^ts have been made to invalidate them, and 
the French authorities have described them as the squabbles 
of a few women and children. The noble Lord indeed 
says^that they h^ve been much exaggerated; but though 
they have long been before the« public in different ways, not 
one half the tale of cruelty reached their ears till the 
publication of Mr. Perrot's Report took place only the 
day pri<M* to Bir SamueFs motion. In that Report there are 

• Popery al^ys the Same, p. 47. 
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no exaggerations; it contains a pliun statement of simple 
facts, procured by pne fuUy competent to ascertain the truths 
who has visited the sufferers, and is well acquainted titith 
the scenes of wo ; and the information is not anonymoMS, 
l)ut chapter and verse is given for every transaction laid before 
the eye of the public. The writer has employed no colouring 
nor. varnish to adorn his talej it needed none, for every line is 
too strongly marked with blood to require any of the aids of 
art to heighten its effect. Yet his Lordship endeavours to 
soften down th^ ciimson dnts, ^nd to lessen the impressions 
of horror with which the humane mind must naturally be 
struck OB the first glance at the picture. Not that it is in* 
tended to accuse the noble Lord of inhumanity, or even 
illiberality towards the Protestants, but it is plain that he is 
not sufficiently aware of all that has transpired. He has 
procured much of his evidence at th0 French Court, and has 
not himself Visited the scene of suffering ; the latter circum^ 
stance renders him less capable of judging of the truth of facts 
ihan the author of the Report, and the former must have^ven 
a bias to his mind unfavdurable to the cause of the Pro« 
testants, because it is evident that every means has been used 
at the Thuilleries to excuse the'violences committed in ike 
South of France. Howevery it is of no small moment in 
this question, that one of his Majesty's chief Secretaries of 
State has at last admitted that the tale is ** melanc^ly/\w[kd 
that by the information which he ha^ received from_ a friend 
who had been in the South, about a thousand murders had 
been committed ; the words of the writer, as quoted in the 
Morning Chronicle of May 24th, are, ^^ the number of lives 
lost in the department was under 1000^ and in Nimes 
under 300." About a thousand murders pn the whole hasoe 
then been-committed, and yet no criminal has been brought to. 
justice! Strange that any well -organized Government can 
allow of such proceedings to go on for months together, and 
not use its authority both to repress the acts of violence, an4 
make an example of the offenders ! There must be a fault 
somewhere. Has the French Government done all that it 
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eould to Stop the progre§s of llie«e oftlamitiet ? Mrs. Helen 
Maria Wiliiams, in tier yampl^ sa^fi, ^^ Same secret 

AND EVIL fMFLUENCG UPOH hetWSen Us FUBPOSE AHll 
ITS^ ACT."* 

Bttt let ike apdogie^ of the noble Lord now be weighed, 

^ and see if Aey can palliate ike ciimes e^nfiiitted against the 

Protestants, justify the impumty allowed to the calprits, and 

^^ndicate the conduet of our Oovermnent in atanc&ig aloof 

from any interference. 

His Lordship pleads, that there are faulu on '^ bath udesy 
— ^that there is ^a mela&choly tale on both sides" But what is 
the real state of die ease from Mr. Perrot's Report ? why, 
that notwithstanding the aggravations which they had endured 
after the King ascended the dirone, the Protestants did mat 
attempt to retatiate on the return of Buonaparte. '^ Duiii^ 
ike three months diat followed the return of Napoleon, ^ 
sir^k individual was kttled widiin idie walb (of Ntmes,) 
and this murder was imputed to a military man ; diough now 
diey endeavour U> throw the blame on the Protestants/ The 
glass of the windows of one house was broken, and not m 
sit^e house was pillaged. The Catholios, who at fiinst were 
fir^htened, had afterwards hcmesty enough to acknowledge, 
Aat order snoA tranquillity had been maintained: but unr 
wiUii^ to ascribe this to the Protestants in ifeneral, th^ 
pretended that the maintenance of (ranqtullity was owing to 
ike efforts of the Protestant mayor alone.^t ^' It is worthy of 
observation, that the excess of misery has not induced atiy 
Protestant to degrade himself by any act of dishonesty^ 
None of the estates of their persecutors (some of which are 
in Protestant villages) have suffered the least depredation. 
There has not been the least disturbance in the small towns 
and villages where only a few Catholic families resided, whilst 
the Protestants have every where been pillaged, ruined^ or 
impoveri8hed."t Three months before the return of th^ King, 
the Catholics mdeed artfully reported diat ^ die Protestants 

• On tl)e late Persecutions, p. 59, 

'I' Perrof 8 Report, p. 50. t Ibid. p. 52. 
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bad f<Nroiecl the pfoject of murderaog all the Catholies m 
Nioies^" but it wai wIk^ wifhoul'ftHindatioB. ^' All tbe 
vei^eaBCe takea by tbe Pro(M»rii |N>piilace, wa* coafined tiot^ 
a few Protestant tongS) by no wa^$ mr^uiimryJ'* Two 
Catholic sol&rs weie indeed kSled ki tfie tilk^e of Arpail^ 
lufue, ^faidi ill their flight ih%y entered in w^s, annottcidi^ 
hostile iotention^.t And after diese factt have been so 
plaiilly' stated, the 'noble Lord endeavours to persuade die 
House of Cdmmoiis that there is '' a tndanckoly tale on 
BOTH ftiBBs/' a^ thoc^ die Protestahti had been butchering 
the €3athoIic8 wkh eqnni ttf^ieance^ TMy did not waikt 
means of vengeance in some places^ and supmority of Mm« 
bers ; but finding diemselvea deserted by the authoHties, ih^y 
patiently submitted to the knife of the murders, and 
Mt dieir eaute in tbe htaids of bin who says^ ^' vei^eanCe 
is mine, and I will repay/' 

Anodier wtpjmetA of the noble Lord is, Atat these perse- 
cutions ai^ hcmi^ that diey are ^ confined to a narrow districi 
Ibrty miles square, and in all othier parts the Pr6testa«ts 
4B)Oy as much toleration as in England/' It is trtie, the 
severity of the storm has fallen upon that spot w)iero the. 
black doud was moat likely to burst; but it has been felt 
more or less in jMirts df the kiof^mn wkott i^^mote froih each 
other, and ^veii in Brttannir add Normandy the spirit of 
persecution has caused the Protbitaata to live m terforim,^ 
though where their numbers were not so great^ they were of 
course much less ekposed to persecution ; nor- has the dis« 
{lositiofi t& perseeto been confided to the mob. '^ Since. 
^esecand rdtum of the K^/' nkp Mr.Perrot, '< every means 
hss been employed lo huinUe and exasperate tbe Refomied*. 
Protestant mayiirl, and justices of the peace, have been ^s^ 
placed. The nationai guard in the greater part of the South 
have be^n entkely coidnposed of .Gadiotics. At St. Hypolitje, 
where the PtoCestaiU ><!)pUhidoB b four to one^ I ibupad oft 
iiMjuiryv ^bat it does p^t include one of the Reformed; jE%^. 

♦ Perrots Reftort, ip^ 44^ f IhW. p. 46. 
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tame measure has been pursued throughout the Cevetuiesy 
the Gardonenque, and La Vaunage, where they are most 
numerous* In fkct, through tM whole department of the Gard^ 
they have been disamied. In the departments of L'HerauIt, 
L'Aveyron, and La Haute Garonne, the suite plan has been 
adopted. As the number of Protestants in the nordmm ^md 
western departquents is less considerable^ they have nof ex- 
cited so much jealousy ; yet some of their minbters have been 
compelled to absent Aemselves for a time from their churches, 
and others to leave their native country. In every part of 
France, where I have been, the Protestants are rather treated 
^s aliens than 2issubjects.'^* It seems then from this testimony, 
which is the most recent and highly credible, that the evil 
is Yiot so local as to be merely '' confined to the department 
of the Gard, and a part of the neighbouring departments."^ 
Nor is the conclusion of his Lordship quite correct, that 
diere is nothing systematical in it, for the above statement 
miist convince every impartial mind, that there is too mucb 
system in the afiiEur, and that there seems a determination 
somewhere, to crush the Protestant community in every part 
of the country. 

His Lordship also Temarked, that the French Government 
could have " no interest in keeping alive the disturbances, 
even though the King had been a cruel instead of a wise, 
Amiable, and benevolent Monarch." Surely his Lordship 
did not recollect that France had ever before been the 
seat -of persecution. What interest had Louis XIV. 
in butchering or driving from his kingdom eight hundred 
diousand of his most wealthy, industrious, and peaceable 
subjects, people whose money and labour have since con- 
tributed in no small degree to promote the prosperity of 
tbode more enlightened nations under the . governments of 
vrtiich they found refuge and rest. Superstitious fanatics 
do not always consult the inter^ts of a nation when they 
sJilow their passions to be overcome by revenge.; sq cruel 

* Perrot'a I^eport, p. 1^ . 
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indeed is their spirit, that even the dearest friends of their 
own sect arenot spared in. sacrifice to complete their designs. 
*^ Kill 'ekp all/' said the cruel , Charles, when some would 
have spared the Protest^n^, r&ther than mistakenly murder 
their Catholic brethren,—'^ Kill 'em all, the Lord knows them 
that are his r 

His Lordship objected to any interference in bdialf of 
the Protestants on the ground of impropriety, and argued 
Xhat the French Government would have the same right t6 
interfere with the British in behalf of the Catholics. And if 
they did, would there be any harm likely to accrue from 
a fiiendly remonstrance? Were the Catholics butchered bjr 
Protestant Governments, it is most probable that there would 
SQon be a new crusade, and the Regent would be honoured 
with another visit from the Nuncio of his Holiness, to inter- 
pose in their behalf. Nor would such an interposition be 
at all censurable.. However states may be separated from 
each, other by laws and governments, and religion, the great 
cause df humanity unites them all together as one family ; and 
in this cause England, the avenger of the wrongs of Africa, 
stands eminently distinguished. Britannia is never out of 
her element when interposing for the oppressed^ and the 
poblest motto on her shield is, Humani a me nil alienum 
puto. 

It is, however, unfortunate for this question, that it i* 
made so political^ as' this blunts the feelings of the human* 
who would otherwise be more ready to sympathize with the 
sufferers; and his Lord9hip did not neglect to give it 
something of a political aspect. In this endeavour he was 
supported by Lord Binning, who even went so far ^ to 
say, that ^' the names of Protestant and Bupnapartist were 
synonimous." This stale trick of sereenii^ persecution 
under, the shield of politics, ought now to be scouted by 
every well-informed man. According to this, no ;^uch 
jdiing as persecution has ever existed in the world. The 
immaculate victim of Calvary was accused by fdlse wit- 
nesses as THB EN AMY^ OF CjESAB ! The disciples of Jesus 
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wtr^ accused of what in modem language it called sBDm<»N; 
Nbro made use of political Aaciisea to juittfy Im ctmi 
troatfiieiil of ike Christiuii/aad the periecutkig P^incev of 
the House of Bourbon fief«r wMted tbe same pret&tetk 
Bat kere Mr. Perrot appears agaita ad a vritneK^ ^ The 
Court was too far from die Gard to be entirely a^qoanted 
witk di6 Protestants. CompoBtd* almost ma^^ of »eii, 
who had been absent from France for more ^n tfi9eBtf ' 
years^ it was natural for Government to listen to the teptt^ 
sentations of those who covered thenar criminal dmgttB wiA 
fte veil of die most exalted royahsm. Tl^y attempted, td 
ipon as did Bciurbons werereseated on the Thit^ne, to ^Ajf^ 
an agent of the Government, who transmitted at wt^f 
Report of the State of the Department to the Miraafter ot 
die ItMihtf Usf dmmince all the Pr^^arits of the S&n^k dk 
secret enemies to the Crown. He generously temtti, and 
refused as an insult, the affefy pi hcmours and p re ft imenta 
^vlmh wetd to reward his calummes. To makt me bf ;ffi^ 
tiqpnressions of the respectable individttid, ^ They t6ok ^ 
tadt upon diemselves and succeeded.*'^* ^^ When l^mqu^*^ 
lagttes^ Bonus, and Ccdvieres, lotKUy prodaimed A^ murderi 
at Ntmes to be the eflTect oipolitital epinkms, diey ssM fte 
«n»di : their iftfemal peUcy inflamed ihemc^, and^dtr^cted iti 
fury on dip unoffending Protestants."+ 

hotA C. does flflPt only jwtify the British Government for 
not intdrfciii% in dni busiiiesd, but ev€U vinfdtcafe^ ^6 
n^Met of tbe French OovemmcM; and by die af^^idttetii 
Whidi he emfploys, dirows die veil of cMivion ove^ the cHmc^ 
of tfa» viBmnsTrestaiMon,Quafretifflon,and tiemostb ar bgr o tf^ 
nni^ad^rs in the actd of cnidty committed at l^imcsr. Bf 
ffisdeing the aAur ^s n^h political as r6%ioiis> and tflinig it 
for gnmted1fa»^the one ^ide biid been Us trimmal zb d^ <f(b^i 
he aWt% if '' the guilty on one sideonl;^ sjjoutd be pumshtdf^ 
and argues oc( the extreme difficulty of ext^ndiiig the operatitiM 
df ^e law to " Ae ddinquent$ «f <til pities.'' If MtR^HIt 

* Pmol'tfRdporty p. W. ^ Ibid* P^ ^ 
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c«ii be proT«l way whdr^i k B^kngt to the laagjntimte to 
p«miili it. '^ He tksl thedcktk imm's blood, by mas shall 
k» bkx>d be shed/' ^ nmrders are^ howeter, proTed 
iq^aiiMl Ae Protestaiit^ wUe tmmy of the meat deliberate 
tenrdcft hare beea committed t^ the GatkoUc ba«&ti, and 
tvev gloried in by 'their kadersy who seemed to feei- 
ftemael^a secure fron^ pttnidunenlv whieh security has been 
Ae result of their atrociott3 ciinies. But wdiappily for the 
afflicled Protestants^ even the plan recommended by Lord 
Gastlereaghhas not been adopted ; for while die ensanguined 
wretches who have headed these harbartties have escaped 
pnnishntfnt, to fill up the measure of their su£ferings, many 
mbenble Protestants have beeh thrown into prison, where 
iiey jemain without trial, and others have been brought to 
the bnr on the lightest pretences, an.d condemned to sutfer 
Ae meet-cmel pmnshments. Had the writer the honour of 
9ik interview widi Lord C. he would press these facta 
earnestly upon his attention, and beseech him to re-consider 
Jus venttct, and still come forward to the help of sufferii^ 
humanity. It would place laurels on his brow*, far more 
glonons than even those acquired under the present adnunis- 
tvatieir by the miliUtfy adiievements of a WeUington, an<jh 
five a lustre to his deeoritions ef honour which time could 
■ever tanush* 

Lei tiot his L^dship imagine that the Protestants do not 
dmre the; inlerpesitien of die Britadi Croveriiment and 
people. They do^ desire it. They are grateful for k. From 
the very extremity of the Continent the writer has received 
degressions of gratitude to himself as an individual, and heaps 
tf bl^^ssings have be^i lavished on the heads of die three 
4etM)minalicins for dieir unwearied exertions. '' The Pro-r 
tesMits reived,'' si^s Mr. P^rot, <' they felt that they were 
tet deserted bf the whole human race. The blessing of 
those that were ready to perish came upon you. The day 
of ^sdgm^dt alone shall declare < how many lives you have 
saved. Whatever may be the estimate of malevolence and 
iidiumanity ; iw^ttever diificulties may be thrown in the way 
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of your benevolent and determined efforts; ^ose who are 
the olgects of them entertain but one sentiment^ and expreM 
but, one feeling. * The Protestant Dissenters of England (say 
they) have saved our lives and fortunes^ they have defended ^ur 
characters ; may heaven reward them for Aeir ganerous and. 
UNSOLICITED interference/ "* When the publication of 
the Statements caused the public bodies first to move, and 
die City of London announced their resolutions in the papers^ 
the information found its way to Ntmes : the Protestants 
were assembled by the ring of bell to hear die news. The 
Cadiolics, surprised at their courage and their irregular hour 
of assemUing, enquired into the occasion ; and when they 
found that the City of London had interfered, and that the 
Protestants of England were in a state of alarm, they felt all 
die con&sion of guilt, lest they should be called to justice 
for their crimes, and the lives of many devoted victims were 
saved. This one circumstance alone will ever fill the writer'a 
heart with delight, and afford him the sweetest satisfaction in 
recollecting that it fell to his lot to be the pioneer in thi^ 
impcNTtant business. 

Mr. Perrot states something like the above. He says,— - 
" When your efforts became known in the land of oppression, 
the instigators of the deeds of blood were awed. They 
went from house to house, and exhoited the populace to 
refrain from present outrages. The Catholics were like men 
trembling beneath the bolt of (}ivine justice. ' We have 
gone too far, (said, the chiefs,) lei us reserve the rest of our 
vengeance for more convenient timesJ* '^* 

Let it be remembered, that the persecution has not 
YET tebminated. Lord C. believes that it has, and th^t 
nothing material has occurred since last December. But 
diough no violences of so desperate a nature as have been 
detailed ' are at present discoverable, the passions are still 
in a tumult. Another storm may succeed another calm, 
and before the wrecks of the late tempest have disappeared^ 

♦ PerroVs Report, p. 40. • f Ibid. 
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one ^yet more dreadful may sweep away the remaining 
'victim's of its rage. The elements of persecution still 
exist* *^ The inveterate enemies of Protestantism,'* says Mr. 
Perrot, ^^ remain armed. The authorities under whose 
eyes the massacres were committed, retain the supreme 
power in the south. The reformed are yet menaced. I hawe 
seen at Nimes no later than the third of March, Pro- 
testants driven with stones from the public square. Calum<* 
nied are insiduously circulated. And if Fublic Papers 
have been, and are yet employed 6y the French Govern' 
went in JFrance and in this countri/, to extenuate the evil and 
to traduce the Protestants, no other object is in view, but to 
leave them entirely at the mercy of their enemies."* The 
offenders, by escaping punishment, wrill grow bold in their 
crimes. The speech of Lord Castlereagh, like the letter of 
the Duke of Wellington, will be handed about among the 
Catholics in triumph ; and if no further measures are takeli 
in behalf of the sufferers, the British public may expect 
to hear that the recent calamities which have befallen the 
Protestants, however great, are only " the beginning of 
sorrows." But if at least ihe worst delinquents are punished, 
a recurrence of such bloody and disgracefuf scenes will 
be prevented, — scenes which happening under the reign of 
Louis XVIII. are of course associated with his name, 
and dim the lustre of a reign which it was hoped would ever 
have shone in the annals of history, with the brightest 
splendour. 

. If the rising spirit of persecution is not suppressed, the 
friends of tolerance h^ve reason to be alarmed. It .is^ this 
that will revive in Europe the illiberal spirit of the centuries 
gone by^ ^^ not a friendly interposition in behalf of the 
oppressed. It is this that will restore the spirit of the 
Crusades, revive the massacres of- St. Bartholomew Day, 
and refit a Spanish Armada supplied \rith every instrument 

. . • Perrot's Report, p. 35. 
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of tortitfe for the Prbtettatits; and the mind unbiassed nuut 
admit that such fears an not wholly chiaerica], wbefi the 
result of the late peaee has been the restoration of &# 
Pope^ the expulsion of the Protestants from his territories 
Ae revival of the infenud Inquisition, the oppression of ike 
Protestants iU Sardinia, and die persecution of the stmt 
community in Fraiice. These are rapid strides tewaida 
a retrograde movement, and^ which, as superstitious tyramij^ 
has always beeli the foe 6f civil liberty, should mi^e the wcMfld 
tretnble for the liberties of Evbops. 

The late stir in England upon tiik subjeh will lAew 
superstitious tyrants, wherever they are, that thdr mdf^tftenli 
are watclied ; that the most powerful tiation in Earpp0 ire not 
lost to the interests of their fellow-men, diough separated by 
sead ami eolitinetits ; and though ^ motion of Sh* Samudi 
Romilly niiseamed^ it will have -its effect in teachmg the 
{persecutors to be cautioiis, and publistiing to the world 
fbe doctrines of t<deration,*-'doctrine8 which, to the honott^ 
6f the House of Commons, were decidedly avowed by both 
Mes of that honourable House.. 

Although the Ministers of Government, from prudentud 
motives, deem any fornial interfterence unnecessary, no re* 
striction under a free government binds Ae bands of the 
people from ei^ercisidg acts of liberality, aiki tfiey Chn 
at all events enjoy the luxury of relieving the oppressed $ 
and shewing to the wotid that there is at least on^ ntftldtt 
alive to their sufferings. Lord C^ indeed says tfiat the 
friends of the Pi^testants in His country have excited 
** a new schism,'^ by writing to the ministers o( flid ditfermi 
departments respet^ting the perseeutioni The pdlity of titis 
measure AsM not here be ilisconsed, but the obsd^vatiott 
of his LiorfiAi|), tb^t by this means ministers Were iftftmired 
of the afiws in Ae south, who were ignorant of thein before, 
only proves the enslaved stfttfe of the pres^ And the post^ 
office in France^; and instead of disproving ike persecution, 
aeems to justify the fears of tiiose who apprehended that 



Digitized by 



Google 



LOKB CASTLEREAGH. £01 

diere was « plaa tomewhere to ciit off the Protestants id 
detaiL His Lonlskip's remuk also strengdieiis the com- 
plamt of Mr. Penot, who dbMrves diat the auBisters coul4 
tiQl x^onrespond widi each odicr, but by sending Ifaeir letters 
in bales of goods, by confidential private hands, or where i$ 
had been previously arranged, by couching their infoiinatioB 
under, ^ disginse of hieroglyphics* 

In concluding these remarks, it is worthy of sotice, tbat 
JLord Oistlereagh's speech presents a perfect contrast to tb^ 
aphrit of the Ckrktian Obs^rper. That publication, whid) 
has rendered itself increasingly odious to many of its readers 
by the w%y in miiich it has taken up this subject, has 
attributed the most ungenerous motives to the friends' of 
die French Protestants, and has not been e^pming in tlM 
api^ication oi the term Jacobm, and other malignant epi« 
thets^ to blacken them; but Lord C« has done them th6 
justice to consider ^hem, as ^^ well-disposed persons," 
though he laments that ^^ they have meddled virith a&irs 
which they did not underst(md,'^ Of this the Public nmst 
judge from the fads^ and it is to be hoped that they will 
carefully peruse the vfst.^nd of evidence which has been 
brought to. light from the vi^ ^f the Rev. Clement Perrot 
to Nlmes. 

This question has hithertp been viewed as. affecting 
only the cause of humanity, aiid die ri^ts of conscience: 
but let it not be forgc^en, that it may involve in it THE. 
PEACE OF EUROPE. For tbis the Oritish Govern- 
ment has fought; its armies ar^ still maintained at a co«- 
sider^bie expeoce to secure peace; and can it look with 
indifference on a scene vrfaich in the end 'may rekindle th^ 
torc^ of war i Rd^ious commodons in Ae south have in 
'former times enveloped all Europe in flames; but if the 
contest is only political, or pardy so, as die noble Lord 
admits, it dien has a still stronger claim to the notice 
of Goverhment; for until die storm in the south has wholly, 
subsided, and no ejLCuse is left for oppomg the r^gning 
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family of France, the end of British efforts cannot be con- 
siderecl as fully attained, and Europe can never be viewed in 
a state of perfect peace. Such a peace is the, first wish 
of the writer's heart, as he is persuaded it is of all those 
who think with him on the subject of the persecutions in the 
south of France. 

Since writing the above, the following article has aj^>eared 
in die Morning Chronicle of May 28, copied from a private 
letter, dated Paris, May 22. " W-e learn from good aur 
thority, that in the course of last week a general rising took 
place at.Ntmes, which terminated in the massacre of a great 
number of the Protestants, and in the destruction of their 
dwellings. It is confidently stated that ^t least one half of 
the city has fallen a prey to the flames." Another article 
from Paris of May 25, quali^es this affair. It may probably 
• be exaggerated ; but when we recollect that facts which have 
since been corroborated relative to the persecution, have all 
come through similar ch^nels, and take into consideration 
the slavery of the French pfesa, the neWs of any additional 
violences at Nimes is worthy of serious attention. ^* The 
massacre at Nimes," says the latter^rtic)e, '^ began at the 
celebration of a Protestant wedding. • llie parties were 
grossly insulted by some Catholics: blows ensued. The 
bridegroom fell in the afiray, and in the result upwards of 
one hundred and sixty persons^ men, women, and children, 
were massacred. They also set fire to the house of the 
Pk'otestant in question, by means of which several adjohiing 
bouses Were destroyed." Amidst the mass of information 
which has been received^ and the efforts made to delude the 
public, it is remarkable that the enemies of the Protestants 
have only dealt out loose and unsubstantial charges against 
them about acts of violence, while every fresh account details 
the sufferings of the Protestants, and they are the only com-- 
plainanU. The policy of their enemies has not been suA 
fered to go so far as to conceal this plain evidence. But are , 
these poor creatures to be goaded to desperation, and then to 
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be branded with the name of rebels, if they should be driven 
to take up arms to defend themselves, when the Government 
under which tibey live either cannot or will not defend 
their lives and their pro'perty ? Let Lord C. and his colleagues 
seriously weigh the fatal consequences of neglecting the 
cause of these oppressed people, and both their policy and 
their humanity will secure their Active exertions in their 
behalf. The British Government now interferes, to keep the 
French king on his throne, and British troops afford him very 
powerful support; such an interference cannot Aerefore 
under present circumstances be justly deemed impertinent, 
and would insure the lasting gratitude of every friend of 
humanity ^nd religion. 



THE END. 



Hnghet tnd Baynea, Priuteri, Maiden Lane, Covent Gwdea. 
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